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Government Code Section 11349.3

OAL Matter Number: 2022-1028-05

OAL Matter Type: Regular (S)

The California Energy Commission ("CEC") proposes to remove the adjudicatory
hearing process for its Small Power Plant Exemption. The proposed regulation also
supplements and clarifies information that must be provided during the application
process for certification and for the Small Power Plant Exemption.

OAL approves the sections listed as APPROVED above pursuant to section 11349.3 of
the Government Code. This regulatory action becomes effective on 12/14/2022.

The section(s) listed as WITHDRAWN above were withdrawn from OAL review
pursuant to Government Code section 11349.3(c).

Please contact me at (916) 323-6809 or Sam.Micon@oal.ca.gov, or the OAL Reference

Attorney at (916) 323-6815, if you have any questions about the resubmittal process.
You may request the return of your rulemaking record by contacting the OAL Front

Desk at (916) 323-6225.

Date: December 14, 2022

—

~==Sam Micon

For: Kenneth J. Pogue '
Director
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Title 20. Public Utilities and Energy
Division 2. State Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission
Chapter 5. Power Plant Site Certification
Article 5. Small Power Plant Exemptions
and
Appendix B
and
Appendix F

The proposed new language appears as underline (example) and proposed deletions
appear as strikeout (example). Existing language appears as plain text.

§ 1834. Statement of Purpose [Repealed]

Note: Authority cited: Section 25218(e), Public Resources Code. Reference: Section
25541, Public Resources Code.

§ 1936. Scope, Filing, Review and Distribution of Applications for Exemption.

(a) Any person who proposes to construct a thermal power plant with a generating
capacity not exceeding 100 megawatts, or proposes a modification to an existing
thermal power plant which will add generating capacity not exceeding 100 megawatts
may apply for an exemption from the provisions of Chapter 6 of Division 15 of the Public
Resources Code. E

(b) Applications for exemption shall be filed as set forth in sections 1208, 1208.1, 1706
and 1707.

(c) The review of the application for exemption shall follow the requirements of the
California Environmental Quality Act (Public Resources Code section 21000 et seq.)
and the state CEQA Guidelines (California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Chapter 3).

{e} An applicant may withdraw an application for exemption as-set-forth-in-section
4709-8by providing written notice of withdrawal to the executive director. The notice of
withdrawal must be authorized and verified in the same manner as the original
application, as provided in section 1707. Upon receipt of a properly executed




withdrawal, the executive director shall immediately terminate consideration of the
application and close the docket.

Note: Authority cited: Section 25218(e), Public Resources Code. Reference: Section
25541, Public Resources Code.

§ 1937. Staff as an Independent Party. [Repealed]

Note: Authority cited: Section 25213, Public Resources Code. Reference: Section
25217(b), Public Resources Code.

§ 1940. Information Requirements for Applications for Exemption.

The application for an exemption shall contain all the information specified by Appendix
EB and meet the general requirements set forth in section 1704(a).

Note: Authority cited: Section 25218(e), Public Resources Code. Reference: Section
25541, Public Resources Code.

§ 1941. Obtaining Information.

The executive director or designee may request information from the applicant

Note: Authority cited: Sections 25218(e) and 25541.5, Public Resources Code.
Reference: Sections 25210, 25502, 25519(b) and 25541, Public Resources Code; and
Section 11181, Government Code.

§ 1942. Termination-of-an-Applicationfor-Exemption: Decision on Application.

The executive director or designee shall recommend findings to the commission on
whether the application meets the requirements of Public Resources Code section

25541.

Note: Authority cited: Sections 25213 and 25218(e) and-25644-5, Public Resources
Code. Reference: Sections 25210, 25216.5, 25549(b} and 25541, Public Resources
Code.

§ 1943. Presentation of Evidence. [Repealed]



Note: Authority cited: Section 25218(e), Public Resources Code. Reference: Section
25541, Public Resources Code. >

§ 1944. Application for Exemption Proceedings and Hearings. [Repealed]

Note: Authority cited: Section 25218(e), Public Resources Code. Reference: Section
25541, Public Resources Code.

§ 1945. Proposed and Final Decision. [Repealed]

A s o a¥all a¥a a¥a!

Note: Authority cited: Sectvion‘ 25218(e), Public Resources Code. Reference: Section
25541, Public Resources Code.

§ 1946. Content of Decision. [Repealed]

Note: Authority cited: Section 25218(e), Public Resources Code. Reference: Section
25541, Public Resources Code.

§ 1947. Modifications of Deadlines. [Repealed]




Note: Authority cited: Section 25218(e), Public Resources Code. Reference: Section
25541, Public Resources Code.

Appendix B -

/

Information Requirements for an Application for Certification (AFC) or Small
Power Plant Exemption (SPPE)

-

) Executive Summary
roject Overview

(1)

(A) AXeneraI description of the proposed site and related facilities, including th

Iocation\)f the site or transmission routes, the type, size and capacity of the generating

or transmésion facilities, fuel characteristics, fuel supply routes and faciliti€s, water

supply route\éiwifacilities, pollution control systems, and other gene/ra characteristics.
I

(B) Identificatiomof the location of the proposed site and related fagilities by section,
township, range, ¢ounty, and assessor's parcel numbers.

(C) A description of and maps depicting the region, the vicinity, and the site and its
immediate surroundin%s.

(D) A full-page color phckographic reproduction depigting the visual appearance of the
site prior to construction, and a full-page color simdlation or artist's rendering of the site
and all project components at\the site, after co

(E) In an appendix to the application, a Ii?@ current assessor's parcel numbers and
owners' names and addresses for 3l paréels within 500 feet of the proposed
transmission line and other linear facilifies, and within 1000 feet of the proposed
powerplant and related facilities. Provide the direct mailing addresses for the owners
and occupants of properties contiquous t.the proposed power plant, related facilities,
transmission lines, or other linéar facilities as shown on the latest equalized assessment
roll. Provide a map showing the parcels in the'gotice area. '

“*[Skipping subsections (a)(2)-(a)(3)]***

(b) Project Desc éon
(MNIna secyétitled, "Generation Facility Description,

following information:

esign, and Operation

ps at a scale of 1:24,000 (1" = 2000'), (or appropriate m scale agreed to by
staff) along with an identification of the dedicated leaseholds by sggction, township,
{gge, county, and county assessor's parcel number, showing the p oposed final

ocations and layout of the power plant and all related facilities;



O/ / i'H“ L)fﬂ Wi’\j
(B) Scale plan and elevation drawings depicting the relative size and location of the .
power plant and all related facilities to establish the accuracy of the photo simulations

quired in Sections (a)(1)(D) and (g)(6)(F);

(C)"A detailed description of the design, methods of construction (include depth of
excavations and other ground disturbances) and operation of the facilities, specifically
including the power generation, cooling, water supply and treatment, waste handling
[, pollution control, fuel handling, and safety, emergency and auxiliary
systems, and fuel types and fuel use scenarios; and

(D) A description of how the site and related facilities were selected and the
consideration glyen to engineering constraints, site geology, environmental impacts,
water, waste and\fuel constraints, electric transmission constraints, and any other

factors considered\by the applicant.

***[Skipping remainder of section (b) and sections (c)-(f)]***

(g) Environmental Info matioh

(1) General Information: Fyr each technical arealisted below/ provide a discussion of
the existing site conditions, the expected direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts due to
the construction, operation, and maintenance of the project, the measures proposed to
mitigate adverse environmentaNmpacts of the project, the effectiveness of the proposed
measures, and any monitoring plaps proposed to verify the effectiveness of the
mitigation. Describe the approach, list or projection or a combination, used to develop
the cumulative setting for the propoé\ed project. Include any reference materials used
such as general plan or other adopted\loc_a{ regional, or statewide plan. Additional

requirements specific to each techﬂam listed below.

(2) Cultural Resources and Tribal Gtltural Resources

Cultural resources and tribal curéral resourcés together comprise objects, buildings,
structures, sites, features, ayéas, places, record\s, sacred places, cultural landscapes, or

manuscripts, all of which ;ﬁav have significance ek:cordinq to criteria outlined in sections
21074 and 21084.2 of,tﬁe Public Resources Code.

(A) A summary of e ethnology, prehistory, and histoly of the region with emphasis on
the area within @6 more than a 5-mile radius of the project location. This regional
summary must address the potential for buried cultural resources and tribal cultural
resources/16 occur in the project area. The summary, toqet\er with literature search
results #ust inform the field methods employed for identifvirh cultural resources and

tribal€ultural resources in the project area. \
kB) The results of a literature search to identify cultural resources and tribal cultural
resources within an area not less than a 1-mile radius around the p)@tit:ite and not

less that than one-quarter (0.25) mile on each side of the linear facilitiss. Identify any
cultural resources or tribal cultural resources listed pursuant to ordinance by a city or
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\lc.:ounty, or recognized by any local historical or archaeological society or museum.

iterature searches to identify the above cultural resources and tribal cultural resdurces
mgst be completed by, or under the direction of, individuals who meet the Segretary of
tha\nterior's Professional Standards for the technical area addressed.

Copk of California Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) 523 fogriis (Title 14
CCR §4853) shall be provided for all cultural resources and tribal cultural resources
(ethnogréphic, architectural, historical, and archaeological) identified in the literature
search as being 45 years or older or of exceptional importance ag’defined in the
National Register Bulletin Guidelines (36CFR60.4(g)). A copy of the USGS 7.8-5-
minute quadrahgle map of the literature search area delineatjng the areas of all past
surveys and noting the California Historical Resources Infopmation System (CHRIS)

b

bt

identifying numbershall be provided. Copies also shall b¢’provided of all technical
reports whose survey coverage is wholly or partly within’0.25 mile of the area surveyed
for the project under Saction (g)(2)(C), or which report’on any archaeological
excavations or architectuxal surveys within the litae{;mt{Jre search area.

(C) The results of new cultural resource and tribaf cultural resource surveys or surveys
less than 5 years old shall be bg\{:ied if survey records of the area potentially affected
)

by the project are more than five\(5) years old. Surveys to identify new cultural
resources and tribal cultural resourses must'be completed by (or under the direction of)
individuals who meet the Secretary ofthe/interior's Professional Standards for the
technical area addressed.

New pedestrian archaeological surveys shall be conducted inclusive of the project site
and project linear facility routes, extending to\no less than 200" feet around the project
site, substations and staging areas, and to no Yess than 50- feet to either side of the

right-of-way of project linear fagility routes.

New historic architecture fieJd surveys in rural areas\shall be conducted inclusive of the
project site and the projectlinear facility routes, extending no less than 0.5 mile out from
the proposed plant site ahd from the routes of all aboverground linear facilities. New
historic architecture fiefd surveys in urban and suburban ateas shall be conducted
inclusive of the project site, extending no less than one parcel's distance from all
proposed plant sitg’boundaries. New historic architecture field\econnaissance
("windshield surxey") in urban and suburban areas shall be conducted along the routes
of all linear fagflities to identify, inventory, and characterize structuxgs and districts that
appear to b older than 45 years or that are exceptionally significantwhatever their

ich is incorporated by reference in its entirety, shall be separately provided aqd
submitted (under confidential cover if archaeological site-resource or other sensiti

resource locations are included). Information included in the technical report shall also



‘be provided in the Application-for-Certification-application, except that confidential
information (archaeological sites, other sensitive resources, or areas of religious

significance) shall be submitted under a request for confidentiality pursuant to Title 20,
lifornia Code of Regulations, § 2501 et seq. At a minimum, the technical report shall
include the following:

(i) Thensummary from Appendix B (g)(2)(A) and the literature search results from

(iv) A map at a scale of 1:24,000 (U.S. Geological Survey topograghic quadrangle)
depicting the locations of alNpreviously known and newly identi iéd cultural and tribal

and were responsible for literature s
report.

(D)(1)Provide-a—A copy of yourthe appli request to the Native American Heritage
Commission (NAHC) for information on N"ve American sacred sites and lists of Native

Americans interested in the project vicini \d copies of any correspondence received
from the NAHC. Netif-the-Native Américans-onthe- NAHG list about- the-project;
including-a-project-deseription-andfnap—(2) Previde-a-A copy of all correspondence sent

to Native American individuals and groups listed byxthe NAHC and copies of all
responses. Notification to Native Americans shall include a project description and map.
Provide-a (3) A written sumpmary of any oral response

(E) Include in the discyssion of proposed mitigation mea

(@)(1):

(i) A discussion
tribal cultural

(i) A set of contingency measures proposed to mitigate potential ifpacts to previously
unknowf cultural and tribal cultural resources and any unanticipated\mpacts to known
cultyral or tribal cultural resources;

res required by subdivision

measures proposed to mitigate project impagts to known cultural and
sources;

1) Educational programs to enhance employee awareness during constxuction and
operation to protect cultural and tribal cultural resources.

L vihiren]



(3) Land Use [‘“ [/ \rewn ] ,

(A) A discussion of existing land uses, general plan land use designations, and current
zoniag districts (including any overlay districts) at the site, land uses and land use /
patterns within one mile of the proposed site and within one-quarter mile of any project-

the state or local leve

(iii) 1dentification of all discretionary reviews by public agencie?nitiated or completed
within 18 months prior to filing the application for those changes or developments
identified in subsection (g)(3)(A)(ii); and

(iv) Legible maps of the areas igentified in subsection (g)(3)(A) potentially affected by
the project, on which existing lan¥ uses, jurisdictionakboundaries, general plan
designations, specific plan designatjons, and zoning have been clearly delineated.

(B) A discussion of the compatibility of the proposed project with present and expected
land uses, and conformity with any longyrange land use plans and policies adopted by
any federal, state, regional, or local planfifig agencies. The discussion shall identify the
need, if any, for land use decisions by afotker public agency or as part of the
commission's decision that would be fiecessagy to make the project conform to adopted
federal, state, regional, or local coastal plans, land use plans, or zoning ordinances.
Examples of land use decisions/nclude: general'plan amendments, zoning changes, lot
line adjustments, parcel mergérs, subdivision maps, Agricultural Land Conservation Act
contracts cancellation, andAirport Land Use Plan coxsistency determinations.

(C) A discussion of thefegal status of the parcel(s) on which the project is proposed. If
the proposed site corfsists of more than one legal parcel, ¥gscribe the method and
timetable for mergifig or otherwise combining those parcels’go that the proposed
project, excluding linears and temporary laydown or staging area, will be located on a
single legal patcel. The merger need not occur prior to a decisiog on the Application but
must be corfipleted prior to the start of construction.

(D) A mdp at a scale of 1:24,000 and written description of agricultura land uses found
within/all areas affected by the proposed project. The description shall igclude:

(iyLand classifications as shown on the California Department of Conse tion’s
armland Mapping and Monitoring Program’s Important Farmland maps. G¢(op types,
irrigation systems, and any special cultivation practices; and ~
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i) Whether farmland-agricultural land affected by the project was is historically
classified Farmland prime-of statewide-impertanceorunique as defined by the

California Department of Conservation_ (Prime Farmland, Farmland of Statewide
Importance, or Unigue Farmland).

(iif) Direct, indirect, and cumulative effects on agricultural land uses. If the proposed site
or related facilities are subject to an Agricultural Land Conservation contract, provide a
written copy\and a discussion of the status of the expiration or canceling of suth
contract.

***[Skipping subsection (g)(4)]***
(5) Traffic and Transportation

identifying the project locgtion and major transportation faciljties. Include a reference to

(A) A regional transpo a\tj{): setting, on topographic maps (scafe of 1:250,000),
the transportation elementof any applicable local or regiofal plan,

(B) !fthe proposed prOJect including any linear facility i$ to be located within 20—99@-£eet
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miles of an airport, a planned or propsed airport runway, or an airport runway under
construction, discuss the project's comgli nce with the apphcab!e sectlons of the current
Federal Aviation Regulation Part 77 — Safe,
Efficient Use, and Preservation of the’Navigable Airspace, specifically any potential to
obstruct or impede air navigation génerated Yy the project at during construction or
operation; such as, a thermal pldme, a visible Water vapor plume, glare, electrical
interference, or surface strucfdre height. The disgussion should include;

(i) Aa map at a scale of 1,24,000 that displays the ajrport or airstrip runway
configuration,_the airpot influence area including all safety zones, and the proposed

power plant site iyélated facilities;- \e
(i) A thermal plume:analysis that describes the plume’s velocity:

(iii) A discussign of the project’s conformance with applicable Airport Land Use

Compatibility Plan policies: and \
(iv) Cople/ of FAA Form 7460-1, Notice of Proposed Construction or Alteration, that
were sﬁbmltted or approved for any proiect component requlrmq\aotlce

{(CYAn evaluation of the project's potential impacts related to vehicleumiles traveled
NMT) that may include:

/ (i) The local jurisdiction’s thresholds of significance;

(i) Methodologies (such as local VMT Evaluation Tool):
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(iii) VMT heat maps; and

iv) Transportation demand management plans and any documents supporting the
p}oiect applicant's CEQA determination.

(DENANR identification, on topographic maps at a scale of 1:24,000 and a description ¢
existing and planned roads, rail lines (including light rail), bike trails, airports, bus routes
serving g project vicinity, pipelines, and canals in the project area affected by o
serving the proposed facility. For each road identified, include the following infofmation,
where applizable:

(i) Road classification and design capacity;
(i) Current daily average and peak traffic counts;

(iii) Current and projected levels of service before project develgpment, during

construction, and during project operation;
(iv) Weight and load limitations;

current traffic flows for pagsenger vehicles and trucks; and

(v) Estimated percentage
(vi) An identification of any road features affec?

(EB) An assessment of the construction and ogeration impacts of the proposed project
on the transportation facilities identified in subsection (g)(5)(DG). Also include
anticipated project-specific traffic, estimajed changes to daily average and peak traffic
counts, levels of service, and traffic/t mix, and the impact of construction of any
facilities identified in subsection (g)( G). Include:

(i) Estimated one-way trip lengths/for workers, deliveries, and truck haul trips generated
by the construction of the proiac/t.

(ii) Description of public roazmavs and intersettions temporarily or permanently altered
by construction and opera{ion including the duration of activities.

(FE) A discussion of project-related hazardous materials to be transported to or from the
project during constrliction and operation of the project, including the types, estimated
quantities, estimatéd number of trips, anticipated routes, means of transportation, and
any transporta/t'z?r: hazards associated with such transpot.

(6) Visual F}eeources
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(A) Provide a description of the existing landscapg (built or natural) where the proposed

project is to be sited and the vicinity, énd alonQ/{he proposed routes for any above-
ground project-related linear facilities. ln\&ludé

(i) Show on a map(s) (pinpoint) any desi%gted or recognized scenic vista and scenic
resource within a five-mile radius of the/proieét\and one-mile radius of a project-related

linear facility. Include: / \
a. Any designated scenic vista ahd scenic resourceNn an adopted federal, state, county,

or city government planning d6cument, plan, or requlétion.

b. A natural feature or ob,iét that is a part of the land, sush as a geologic distinguishing
characteristic (e.q., lacc/olith). geomorphologic feature (e.q\qorqe‘), or other terrain
feature (e.q., a wate/ body. open space, or tree recognized fB( its aesthetic, botanical

and ecological va!u/e, or age, rarity, and size). \

c. A man-madefeature or object that embodies elements of architesture or engineering
design, detai((. materials or craftsmanship that represent a siqnificanthnovation oris
unigue, suéh as the California State Capitol, Golden Gate Bridge, or Ho\ﬂvwood Sign.

d. Expla/in does the project eliminate or obstruct the public view (the visibleXtea from a
location where the public has a legal and physical right of access to real propétv) of a
scénic vista and scenic resource? Is the project situated so that it changes the vi&:l\al
/spect of a scenic resource by being different or in sharp contrast? N

(i) Describe the existing nighttime lighting on the project site and in the vicinity.
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(B) In accordance with CEQA Guidelines Appendix G Environmental Checklist Form, 1.
Aesthetics ¢), if the project is to be constructed within an “urbanized area” as defined in
Public Resources Code section 21071, explain the project’s conformance with the
citv/co\mtv General Plan, and city municipal code or county government code (e.q.,

zoning) &&verninq scenic quality. /
(C) In accoéance with CEQA Guidelines Appendix G Environmental Checklist Form ¥

Aesthetics ¢), ikthe project is to be constructed within a non-urbanized area provide/the

(i) Show on a map the pinpoint location of the key observation point(s) (KO for the

project. A KOP is a fixed_position in a publicly accessible location where a/public view of
the project is analyzed aﬁg/or evaluated in the landscape. Objects of a&sthetic
significance are the primanNfocus in the KOP selection. A California€ourt has said you
may look to local qovemment\planninq thresholds for quidance wien defining the visual
impact standard for the purpose of CEQA (e.q., city/county Gepéral Plan, zoning)

(i) If an object of aesthetic siqnificér\ce is not in the vicinitv/(‘%the project. a KOP.is to be
selected based on importance to stakeholders, visibilitv./cﬁrect public selection, worst-

case scenario, or other reason. Explain\the reason the/KOP was chosen. At a minimum
two KOPs are to be selected.

L

(iii) Provide a color photograph(s) showing am\actual line of sight at eye level during
daytime and clear weather from the KOP to the project site prior to any alteration
(existing condition). The photographer at t%-KONs to use a “normal” lens. For each
photograph provide the following informafion: came\a type, lens focal length, viewing
angle; date and time the photograph Was taken, and the distance to the project site.

(iv) Using the photograph from the’ KOP provide a spatgw accurate and realistically
photo manipulated computer sirﬁulated image of the Droieét(photo—reaiistic simulation)
one-year after completion of/éonstruction (existing condition\mus proposed proiect).

(v) The KOP photoqrag%d the photo-realistic simulation are ta be capable of 11” x
17” color print by a prin‘fer capable at a minimum 600 dots per inc\ output resolution.

(vi) Provide a copvé the KOP photograph(s) and photo-realistic sinxllation(s) in.an

electronic ﬂl:/
(D) Show and describe the project .in-the landscape. Include:

(i) Provide/an 8.5" x 11” sized scaled elevation(s) of project buildings, structixes. and
maijor equipment; a table listing their dimensions (height, length, width; diamet\ar)‘

(i) Provide a table and description of the exterior surface treatments and finishes for the
bdildinqs, structures, major equipment (e.q., colors, flat and/or textured finishes), and
structural materials.
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(iii) Describe project specific architectural treatment or design technigue mitigation
unique to the project’s siting at the location (e.q., camouflage, disquise, screen), if an:/

&\Provide a project specific conceptual landscape design plan that conforms with th
citv}nunicipa| code or county government code. Include: /
at

a. Proh&e the type of plant and/or tree species, location, quantity, size, spacin
installatioNpIantinq, expected growth rates, and expected heights at one-vea{. five
years, and ﬁaaturitv. Specify irrigation system components and show their/ff)cations.

b. Provide the calculated total pervious surface amount for the proieoté(e include
surface fo be rep!?:\ced, new surface, and the total area to be landsc/aped.

(v) Provide a proieckpecific conceptual outdoor lighting controénd management plan
(lighting plan) and expléin the control of reflectance from ext/erior surfaces offsite that
conform with the city mun\?cipal code or county qovernm,eﬁt code. Include:

a. Provide a list of the projectispecific luminaires, id,eéfv the design (e.q., full cutoff,
semi cutoff, noncut off) and indisate if the luminairés have the International Dark-Sky
Association Fixture Seal of Appro\al to the exj;e/nt feasible consistent with safety and
security considerations. Show the &oiect—s:/eciﬂc luminaires locations on a diagram or

elevation /}é

b. Describe reflectance, the intensity of the specular reflectance from the exterior
surface of the project’s large buildit(qs, stru\otures, and major equipment offsite to the
surrounding area (e.qg., the liqht/eﬂected frorﬁ\the shiny surface). The reflectance of the
object—how bright it shines—dgpends on the inte\asitv of the light striking it and the
materials from which it is méde (e.qg., glass, reinforced concrete, structural steel).

(E) If the project is to us!a cooling tower emitting a}ublicly visible water vapor plume
(visible plume) in the@/tmosphere provide the following i\nformation:

(i) Provide the cogling tower's number of fan cells, the fan\eJl stack height and
diameter, the exﬁaust mass ﬂow rate, heat rejection raie, and\&xhaust temperature.

(i) Provide ia/ aqing curves specific to the cooling tower’s exhau%dnscharqe for at least
three amb(ent air temperature conditions (a low, average, and hlqh\temperature

conditioﬁ). Xb
(i) EXxplain if the project’s forecasted visible plume emitted in the atmosphere by the

cogling tower would eliminate or obstruct an existing public view of a desm}nate or
Fécoqmzed scenic vista, scenic resource, and the existing visual character o\quahtv of
/publlc views of the site and its surroundings.
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(7) Socioeconomics

) A description of the socioeconomic circumstances of the vicinity and region affected
by\construction and operation of the project. Include:

(i) The economic characteristics, including the economic base, fiscal resources, and a

projected\evenues;

(i) The sociakcharacteristics, including population and demographic and co
trends; ‘

(iii) Existing and prajected unemployment rates;

(iv) Availability of skill
operation of the project;

workers by eraff occupation required for conistruction and

(v) Availability of temporary apd permanent housing and curggnt vacancy rate; and

(vi) Capacities, service standards, existing and expected dse levels, and planned
expansion of utilities (gas, water and waste) and publig/services, including fire
protection, law enforcement, emergency response, pedical facilities, other assessment
districts, and school districts, parks and recreationAacilities, libraries, and other public
facilities. For projects outside metropolitag areas’with a population of 500,000 or more,
information for each school district shall intlude current enroliment and yearly expected

enrollment by grade level groupings, excluding project-related changes, for the duration
of the project construction schedule.

(B) A discussion of the socioeconomjé impacts calised by the construction and
operation of the project (note year of estimate, mode, if used, and appropriate sources),
including:
ch month by eraft

te of the number of

(i) An estimate of the number’of workers to be employed
occupation during construgtion, and for operations, an esti
permanent operations

(ii) An estimate of the percentage of non-local workers who will rejocate to the project
area to work en dufing the project construction and operation;

(i) An estimatg of the potential population increase caused directly an
project; '

(iv) The pbtential impact of population increase on housing during the constryction and
operatidns phases;

(v) ¥he potential impacts, including additional costs_and ability to meet local servic
stdandards, on utilities (gas, water and waste) and public services, including fire, Iaw\

nforcement, emergency response, medical facilities, other assessment districts, and
school districts. Include response times to hospitals and for police_protection, fire

indirectly by the
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protection, and emergency services, parks and recreation facilities, libraries, and other
public facilities. For projects outside metropolitan areas with a population of 500,000 or

ore, information on schools shall include project-related enrollment changes by grade
ievel groupings and associated facility and staffing impacts by school district during th
construction and operating phases;

(vi) An Bstimate of applicable school impact fees;

ate of the total construction payroll and separate estimates of ' e total
operation payoll for permanent and short-term (contract) operations employees;

(viii) An estimate\of the expenditures for locally purchased materials for the construction

and operation phases of the project; and
(ix) An estimate of thexcapital cost (plant and equipment) of/z projects;

(x) An estimate of sales taxes generated during construction and separately during an
operational year of the projeact;-

(xi) An estimate of property taxes generated during’an operational year of the project:;

(xii) The expected direct, indirect,

nd induced income and employment effects due to
construction_and; operation i

of the project;_and-

(xiii) A discussion of impacts to enviro ntal justice populations by technical areas
and whether any impacts would disoroﬁéﬁtionatelv affect the environmental justice

populations.
(8) Air Quality

(A) The information necessary for the air pollution®control district where the project is
located to complete a Determination of Compliance.

(B) The heating value affd chemical characteristics of the proposed fuels, the stack
height and diameter, the exhause-exhaust velocity and temperature, the heat rate and
the expected capacity factor of the proposed facility.

***[Skipping remainder of subsection (g)(8) and all of subsection (gl 9)]**
(10) HazardoUs Materials Handling

acutely
1.20 et seq.,

(A) A list of all materials used or stored on-site which are hazardous

/acilities, emergency-response-facilities and long-term health care facilities, with

area potentially affected by any release of hazardous materials.
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(C) A discussion of the storage and handling system for each hazardous material used
or stored at the site.

D) The protocol that will be used in modeling potential consequences of accidental
releases that could result in off site impacts. Identify the model(s) to be used, a
desygription of all input assumptions, including meteorological conditions. The results o
the mudeling analysis can be substituted after the AFG-application is complete.

(E) A diseyssion of whether a risk management plan (Health and Safety Code § 25531
et seq.) willqe required, and if so, the requirements that will likely be incorporafed into
the plan.

(F) A discussion of measures proposed to reduce the risk of any release/6f hazardous
materials.

(G) A discussion of the\fire and explosion risks associated with theroject.
***[Skipping subsection{g)(11)]***
(12) Waste Management

(A) A Phase | Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) for' the proposed power plant site
using methods prescribed by the American Society fer Testing and Materials (ASTM)
document entitled "Standard Practice for Environméental Site Assessments: Phase 1
Environmental Site Assessment Process" (Desjgnation: E 1527-93, May 1993), which is
incorporated by reference in its entirety; gr aequivalent method agreed upon by the
applicant and the CEC Staff that provides sjmilar documentation of the potential level
and extent of site contamination. The Phéase\ ESA shall have been completed no earlier
than one year prior to the filing of the AEC-application.

(B) A description of each waste siréam estimated\to be generated during project
construction and operation, incldding origin, hazardsus or nonhazardous classification
pursuant to Title 22, Californja” Code of Regulations, §66261.20 et seq., chemical
composition, estimated anptial weight or volume generated, and estimated frequency of
generation.

(C) A description of aff waste disposal sites which may feasibly be used for disposal of
project wastes. Foy'each site, include the name, location, classification under Title 23,
California Code gf Regulations, § 2530 et seq., the daily or annua| permitted capacity,
daily or annug¥amounts of waste currently being accepted, the estimated closure date
and remainjrig capacity, and a description of any enforcement action\aken by local or
state agepcies due to waste disposal activities at the site.

(D) A description of management methods for each waste stream, including methods

used to minimize waste generation, length of on- and off-site waste storage\re-use and
recycling opportunities, waste treatment methods used, and use of contractors for
treatment.



(13) Biological Resources e

(A) A regional overview and discussion of terrestrial and aquatic biological resourc?/
iSh particular attention to sensitive biological resources within ten (10) miles of th
project. In the discussion include a list of the USGS topographic quadrangle(s) ufilized
to séafch records from the California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB), and a
citation'which includes the date the CNDDB was accessed. Include a ma@p/ét a scale of
1:4@9@,0Wunder confidential cover) and at 1:358,000 (for

public) showing sensitive biological resource location(s) in relatio:})f{e project site

and related facilities and any boundaries of a local Habitat Conservation Plan or similar
open space Iand\ifpplan or designation. Label the biological resdurces and survey
areas as well as thé\project facilities. Sensitive biological resoyrces include the

following:

(i) species listed under state or federal Endangered Spegies Acts;

(ii)-re O -and-an-o
Regulations—species receiving‘consideration during’environmental review under CEQA
Guidelines Section 15380;

dafined-in & ota () - el -

ty Act;

(v) species and habitats identified by lgCal\state, and federal agencies as needing
protection, including but not limited {6 those identified by the California-Natural-Diversity
Database-CNDDB, California Fish/and Game Gode, Title 14 of the California Code of

Regulations, or where applicablg, in Local Coasi%l:rograms or in relevant decisions of
the California Coastal Commigsion or other responsible agency; ard

(iv) species covered by Migratory Bird

(vi)_locally significant speci€s that are rare or uncomkon in a local context such as
county or region or is so designated in local or reqional}@!ans, policies, or ordinances;

(vii) plant species listefl as rare under the California Native\Plant Protection Act;

(i) % itdtied coec e e , i "

native resident o migratory wildlife corridors or wildlife nursery sites.

?/roposed project site and related facilities, biological resources including, but not li

o, those found during project-related field surveys and in records from the Galifernia
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Natural-Biversity-Database CNDDB, and the associated areas where biological surveys
were conducted. Label the biological resources and survey areas as well as the projec

acilities. :

aalaVatitataleat=Xa
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and uares—Provide an aerial map of the isopleth graphic depicting modéled nitrogen
deposition rates. The geographical extent of the nitrogen deposition map(s) should
include the entire plume and a radius of 6 (six) miles from the source,,s/peciﬁcallv
identifying acreS\of sensitive habitat(s) within each isopleth Modelin{ parameters and
files shall be provided.

¥V

b

(iii) An aerial photo d\apictinq of state and federal jurisdictional features including state
waters and wetlands deli ion delineated on maps at r;s’?dfe of (1:2,400) showing

any potential jurisdictiona eatures delineated out to 250
feet from the edge of disturkance if jurisdictional featureg'wetlands-occur within 250 feet
of the project site and/or related facilities that would F%e/included with the-a US Army
Corps of Engineers Section 404 Permit application, Regional Water Quality Control
Board (RWQCB) application. or Salifornia Departrdent of Fish and Wildlife Section 1600

et seq. permit requirements. For p)ic;ts pr;oiéd to be located within the coastal

zone, also provide aerial photographs or maps’as described above that identify
wetlands as defined by the Coastal Act and/inder the jurisdiction of the California
Coastal Commission.

(iv) Provide Geographic Information Sgegi (GIS) data (shape and/or geodatabase
files) for all data mapped for bio!oqicél resou\rces.

(C) A discussion of the biologicalfesources at the proposed project site and related
facilities. Related facilities inclufle, but are not limited to, laydown and parking areas,
gas and water supply pipelinés, transmission lines, end roads. The discussion shall
address the distribution oftegetation community types, denning or nesting sites,
population concentratiops, migration corridors, breeding, habitats, and other appropriate
biological resources ipcluding the following:

above)_and iiclude status (state, federal, California Native Plant

state rank,/etc.).

>



quidance-in{DYilbelow-Perform nitrogen deposition modeling including th€ complete
citation for referdnces used in determining deposition rates and location. ,86ecifv the
amount of total an\nual nitrogen deposition in kilograms of nitrogen perh/ectare per year
(kg N/halyr) in specié!\status species habitats and vegetation types fo/r wet and dry
deposition. Describe habitat and species potentially affected.

(D) A description and results of all field studies and seasonal-specialized surveys (e.q.,
focused and protocol) used to\provide biological baseline information about the project
site and associated facilities. Include copies of the Horr i i
CNDDB records and field survey fogms completed by the applicant's biologist(s). Identify
the date(s) the surveys were completed, methods uséd to complete the surveys, and
the name(s) and qualifications of the biologists c&nducting the surveys. Include:

(i) Current biological resources surveys condycted using appropriate field survey
protocols (include references) during the apprQpriate season(s). State and federal
agencies with jurisdiction shall be consultgd forfield survey protocol guidance prior to
surveys if a protocol exists.

(iii) If the projéct or any related facilities could impact a-federal or state jurisdi tional-of
non-jurisdictional wetland, provide completed Army Corps of Engineers wetlang
delineatiof forms and/or determination of wetland status pursuant to Coastal Actor
CDFW rfequirements, as applicable to the location, name(s) and qualifications of
biologist(s) completing the delineation, the results of the delineation and a table showing
jurigdictional features including state waters and wetland acreage amounts to be

iripacted.
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(E) Impacts discussion of the-following:

¢ all impacts (direct, indirect, and cumulative) to biological resources from project site
reparation, construction activities, plant operation, maintenance, and closure, and
commissioning. Discussion shall also address sensitive species habitat impacts from

ooling-tower-driftand-air emissions —(i.e. nitrogen deposition).

following:

(i) All measures proposed to avoid a
resources.

(i) All off-site habitat mitigation and such as\Wabitat improvement or compensation

including management, and an identificati appropriate agency contacts for
coordination and verification of proposed compensation habitat and-management
mitigation measures.

(i) Pesignfeature

't
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£ Educational progrgris to enhance employee awareness duriny. construction and
operation to protect Biological resources.

(G) A discussion/of compliance and monitoring programs to ensure the\effectiveness of
impact avoidapice and mitigation measures incorporated into the project.

(H) Submit/Copies of any preliminary correspondence between the project applicant and
state and federal resource agencies regarding whether federal or state permits\from
other ggencies such as the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the National Marine
Fishéries Service, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the California-Departmen Rish

apd-Game CDFW, and the Regional\Water Quality-Control Board-RWQCB will be

equired for the proposed project.

(14) Water Resources
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A‘**[Skipping subsections (g)(14)(A)-(g)(14)(C)***

entify all project elements associated with stormwater drainage, including a
description of the following:

(i) Monthly and/or seasonal precipitation and stormwater runoff and drainage pattern
for the proposed site and surrounding area that may be affected by the project's
constructionand operation.

(i) Drainage faciities and the design criteria used for the plant site and anci
facilities, includind.but not limited to capacity of designed system, design’storm, and
estimated runoff;

calculations used to calculate runoff and 16 estimate changes in

nd post- construction; and

(i) All assumptions a
flow rates between pre-

(iv) A copy of applicable regjonal and local requirements re lating the drainage
systems, and a discussion of\how the project's drainage gésign complies with these
requirements. '

*+[Skipping remainder of subsection (g)(14) and-all of subsections (g)(15)-
(g8

(19) Wildfire

(A) A map showing State Responsibility r€as (SRA) relative to the proposed project.

(B) A map showing state Fire Hazard Sévexity Zones relative to the proposed project.

(C) If the project would be in the vicifity of an\SRA or a Very High Fire Hazard Severity
Zone, provide:

(i) Local emergency responseOr evacuation plax\and a description of how the
proposed project could inﬂu,e/nce their effectivenessx

(ii) A discussion of how pétential project pollutants cotld be contained onsite during a

wildfire event. \n
(i) A description of infrastructure that would be built or mai tained (such as roads, fuel
breaks, emerqencﬁ water sources, power lines or other utilii‘res) that may exacerbate

the risk of wildfiré. \

(iv) Describe{eople or structures downslope or downstream of the proposed project
that could b/e impacted by flooding or landslides, as a resuit of runbff, post-fire slope
instabi!ity./or drainage changes.

**[Skipping remainder of Appendix B]***

Note: Authority cited: Sections 25213, 25216.5(a), 25218(e), Public Resolyces Code.
eference: Sections 21080.5, 25519(a), 25519(c), 25520, 25522(b), 25523%d)(1),
25540.1, 25540.2, and 25540.6, and 25541, Public Resources Code.




Appendix F [Repealed]

Note: Authority cited: Section 25218(e), Public Resources Code. Reference: Section
25541, Public Resources Code.



