
DOCKETED 
Docket Number: 22-DECARB-02 

Project Title: 
Building Decarbonization and Electric Vehicle Charging 

Equipment Web Guide 

TN #: 245787 

Document Title: August 30 Workshop; BayRen Panel 2 Presentation 

Description: N/A 

Filer: Heriberto Rosales 

Organization: California Energy Commission 

Submitter Role: Commission Staff  

Submission Date: 9/1/2022 10:27:22 PM 

Docketed Date: 9/2/2022 

 



August 30, 2022

Panel 2:  Tools and Resources
E x a m p l e s  f o r  L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t s
Karen Kristiansson, BayREN



Bay Area Regional Energy Network (BayREN)

BayREN is:
▪ A collaboration of the Association of Bay 

Area Governments (ABAG) and the nine 
counties that make up the San Francisco 
Bay Area

▪ One of four regional energy networks 
(RENs) in California 

▪ Funded by the CPUC
▪ Focus on buildings – saving energy and 

reducing emissions



Current BayREN Programs

Codes & Standards 
Program

Water Upgrades $ave
Program

Business Program

Home+ Single Family 
Program

Green Labeling 
Program

Multifamily Program

For more information:  www.bayren.org



Three areas of focus:
1. Improving energy code 

compliance, 
2. Increasing adoption of local 

energy policies, and 
3. Connecting local government 

needs and state policies

BayREN’s Codes & Standards Program



Local 
Governments 
Need 
Information 
and Resources



Examples of existing sources of information

https://www.buildingdecarb.org/compass.html

https://energycodeace.com/ https://localenergycodes.com/

https://www.bayren.org/local-government-resources

https://www.buildingdecarb.org/compass.html
https://energycodeace.com/
https://localenergycodes.com/
https://www.bayren.org/local-government-resources


Two examples: 1. Heat Pump Water Heaters

2. Reach Codes



Building Department Role
Permitting & inspecting HPWHs

Staff need to know:  
What are HPWHs?  
What are the relevant code requirements?  
What do we need to look for on the plans and in 

the field to ensure HPWHs are installed safely 
and to code?

Example 1:  
Heat Pump 
Water 
Heaters



HPWH Building Department Resources

 Ongoing trainings
 Assistance sheets



HPWH Building Department Resources

TECH Permitting Pilot Resources
 Building Code Assistance Sheet
 Permit Supplement Template
 Electrical Load Estimator

Resources:  
https://www.bayren.org/building-
dept-tools-guides/heat-pump-
water-heaters

https://www.bayren.org/building-dept-tools-guides/heat-pump-water-heaters


Example 2:  
Reach Codes

Building Department Role
Enforcing reach codes as part of permitting 

process

Staff need to know:  
What are my jurisdiction’s reach code 

requirements?  
How do those relate to the base code 

requirements?  
What do we need to look for on the plans and 

in the field to ensure our reach code is 
implemented?



Reach Code Resources for Building Departments

Customized trainings

Open training curriculum

Checklists & summary



Common goals of resources:
Provide information about code 

requirements
Encourage consistency between 

local jurisdictions
Help building departments and 

applicants get on the same page

Key Points



Resources need to:
Address the right questions
Be reliable and accurate
Reduce confusion

 Information is especially needed 
for new technologies and new 
policies

Key Points



Collaboration is important when 
developing and promoting resources

For example:
Key Points



Contact information Karen Kristiansson

415-778-5260

codes@bayren.org
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