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Pollution and Prejudice

Redlining and Environmental Injustice in California
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CalEPA’s Commitment to Racial Equity
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CalEPA Racial Equity Team

Storymap released February 1, 2021

Project Team:

Greg Gearheart, State Water
Resources Control Board

Beti Girma, State Water
Resources Control Board
Jaimie Huynh, CalEPA
Maraid Jimenez, State Water
Resources Control Board
Charles Lee, USEPA Office of
Environmental Justice
Jennifer McGovern, State
Water Resources Control
Board

Kevin Olp, Bay Area Air Quality
Management District

Deldi Reyes, California Air
Resources Board

Amy Schwanhausser, former
CalEPA Intern

Walker Wieland, Office of
Environmental Health Hazard
Assessment

Angie Ye, former CalEPA Intern



Background — History

FDR and The New Deal- 1930s
Housing crisis relief

Created Home Owners’ Loan
Corporation (HOLC)

©)
©)

m Evaluated mortgage lending risk

maps
e Green - “Best”
e Blue - “Still Desirable”
e Red= “Hazardous”

“A neighborhood earned a red color if
African Americans lived in it, even if
it was a solid middle-class
neighborhood of single family
homes.”

—Richard Rothstein, The Color of Law: A
Forgotten History of How Our
Government Segregated America (2017)



Background — History

1930s “Residential Security” maps of major cities across
the country (population >40,000), including 8 in California:

Fresno

Los Angeles
Oakland
Sacramento
San Diego
San Francisco
San Jose
Stockton
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CalEnviroScreen 3.0



CalEnviroScreen 4.0
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Analysis-Digitized Redlining Maps



Translating CalEnviroScreen Scores to Redline Maps



https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/f167b251809c43778a2f9f040f43d2f5



Results — CalEnviroScreen Scores by City & Grade



Results — Present-Day Demographics



Where can | find all this information?

Storymap (ESRI/ArcGIS)- Pollution and Prejudice: Redlining and
Environmental Injustice in California

https://bit.ly/pollutionandprejudice

Shiny App (R/RStudio)
https://cawaterdatadive.shinyapps.io/Redline-Mapping/



Take-Aways and Next Steps

Combining HOLC maps with CES
shows how systemic racism in
government policies contributed to
the environmental injustices we see
today.

Using a racial equity lens requires the
reliance on data-driven approaches.



Breaking the cycle
of injustice

Share power,

Historical injustices led to prepare for conflict

current inequality

Emphasize accountability and

Permeates as implicit bias transparency
Inequality decreases Make environmental
participation justice explicit

Leads to learned helplessness,
individuals have seen they have
no control over decisions
affecting their health

Place responsibility for
action on equity at the highest level of
government

Lower participation increase Build inaful it
cycle of inequality ul mea.nlng ul community
partnerships

Partner with communities; commit
resources and creativity to
overcome barriers

Pollution manifests in the
places of least resistance






Contact Information

Kevin Olp

kolp@baagmd.ca.gov

Jennifer McGovern
Jennifer.McGovern@waterboards.ca.gov
Jaimie Huynh

jaimie.huynh@calepa.ca.gov



