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Clean baseload energy 

It is critical to keep Diablo Canyon operating to ensure a healthy economy and thriving 
populace alongside Californiaâ€™s and surrounding statesâ€™ decarbonisation 

aspirations. I do not see a more reliable and proven way than nuclear to provide clean, 
stable baseload energy to supplement and back up intermittent, unpredictable, and 
footprint-intensive renewables -renewables which currently depend strongly on cheap 

labour and energy intensive Chinese manufacturing, the available supply of critical 
minerals of things such as lithium, cobalt, and rare earths and the availability of (as yet 

untested) massive quantities of grid scale battery storage. Diablo alone is not enough 
(we need much more nuclear), but its a start - it is already built and operating so it and 
its risks are well known to us. I believe we would incur much higher costs (economic, 

environmental, social) over the short to medium term if we shut Diablo and had to find 
replacement energy supply. I also believe the risks associated with keeping it open 

have either already been sufficiently addressed or, in the face of the alternative non-
nuclear scenarios, are risks / issues worth bearing and continuing to work to manage 
and mitigate. Diablo is a landmark decision - as with Germany and their current 

decisions around reactor life extensions, the world is closely watching this one. 


