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Community Concerns 

May 11, 2022  
 

Estimados ComisiÃ³n del Valle de Litio,  
Mi nombre es Agustin Martinez.  
 

Estoy hoy aquÃ representando las voces de las comunidades mÃ¡s olvidadas que 
rodean el futuro hogar del Valle de Litio. Como trabajador comunitario de salud; 

llevando la iniciativa de Salud Sin Fronteras, he tenido varias conversaciones con 
residentes de Calipatria, Niland, y Bombay Beach que se sienten fuera de la 
conversaciÃ³n de litio. Los residentes de estas comunidades serÃ¡n los mÃ¡s afectados 

por los proyectos de litio; sin embargo, no se sienten escuchados. El ejemplo mÃ¡s 
grande del porque se sienten olvidados es la junta en la que estamos presentes; la 

ubicaciÃ³n en el Imperial Valley College estÃ¡ muy lejana de dichas comunidades. Mi 
deber es como trabajador y ciudadano crear un vÃnculo con la comunidad; para hacer 
de ella una comunidad mÃ¡s sana, confiada e informada. Yo he ido a la comunidad y 

hay varias preocupaciones debido al bajo alcanze de recursos, no hay el merecido 
respeto que se merecen hace falta ayuda mÃ©dica, alcance a la telefonÃa e internet, 

inclusive supervisiÃ³n en las Ã¡reas escolares; muchos alumnos sufren de abuso 
escolar debido a que maestros los obligan a hacer actividades mÃ¡s allÃ¡ de sus 
propios lÃmites ya que hay muchos alumnos que sufren de problemas respiratorios. 

Entonces quÃ© es lo que pasa se sienten muy inseguros al tratarse de la nuevo 
proyecto de litio ya que ellos serÃ¡n los afectados y nuevamente serÃ¡n los ignorados 

debido a que no tienen su merecido respeto. Varios miembros de Calipatria y Niland no 
pudieron asistir el dÃa de hoy por varios factores empezando por la ubicaciÃ³n, la 
limitante en el transporte pÃºblico, el horario y el acceso a internet para asistir por 

Zoom. AsÃ que les hago la invitaciÃ³n para considerar con nuevas opciones para 
poderlos integrar a estas juntas en Calipatria y que se mantengan enterados de todas 

las decisiones que se tomaron acerca del litio. 

Additional submitted attachment is included below. 



May 11, 2022

Dear Lithium Valley Commission,

My name is Agustin Martinez. I am here today representing the voices of the most forgotten

communities that surround the future home of the Lithium Valley. As a community health

worker, carrying the Salud sin Fronteras initiative, I have had several conversations with

residents of Calipatria, Niland, and Bombay Beach who feel left out of the lithium conversation.

The residents of these communities will be the most affected by lithium projects; however, they

do not feel heard. The greatest example of why they feel forgotten is the meeting in which we are

present; the location at Imperial Valley College is a long way from those communities. My duty

as a community health worker and resident is to create a bond with the community; to make it a

community that is healthier, more confident and more informed. I have spoken with community

members and there are several concerns due to the lack of resources, there is not the respect they

deserve. Help is needed for medical access, telephone and internet coverage, including

supervision in school areas. Many students suffer from school bullying because teachers force

them to do activities beyond their own limits as there are many students who suffer from

respiratory problems. So what then happens? They feel very insecure when dealing with the new

lithium projects since they will be the ones affected and again they will be ignored because they

don't get the respect they deserve. Several members of Calipatria and Niland were unable to

attend today due to several factors starting with the location, the limitation in public transport,

the schedule of the meeting and internet access to attend by Zoom. So I invite you to consider

new options to be able to integrate these meetings in Calipatria and keep them informed of all the

decisions that were taken about lithium.


