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Notice of Determination

Appendix D

To:

□
■

Office of Planning and Research
U.S. Mail:

Street Address:

P.O. Box 3044

1400 Tenth St., Rm 113

Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 Sacramento, CA 95814

□

County Clerk
County of: _________________________________
Address: __________________________________
_________________________________________

From:
California Energy Commission
Public Agency: ___________________________
715 P Street, MS 40
Address: ________________________________
Sacramento, CA 95814
_______________________________________

Lisa Worrall
Contact: _________________________________
916-661-8367
Phone: __________________________________
Lead Agency (if different from above):
_______________________________________
Address: ________________________________
_______________________________________
Contact: _________________________________
Phone: __________________________________

SUBJECT: Filing of Notice of Determination in compliance with Section 21108 or 21152 of the Public
Resources Code.

2020100431
State Clearinghouse Number (if submitted to State Clearinghouse): ______________________________
Great Oaks South Backup Generating Facility
Project Title: _________________________________________________________________________
SV1, LLC. a wholy owned subsidiary of Equinix, LLC
Project Applicant: _____________________________________________________________________
123, 127, 131 Great Oaks South Blvd, San Jose, Santa Clara County
Project Location (include county): _________________________________________________________
Project Description:

See Attachment A

California Energy Commission
This is to advise that the ____________________________________________
has approved the above
( ■ Lead Agency or
Responsible Agency)

□

□

Dec. 8, 2021
described project on _______________
and has made the following determinations regarding the above
(date)
described project.
1. The project [ will
□
□ will not] have a significant effect on the environment.
2.
□ An Environmental Impact Report was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.
□ A Negative Declaration was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.
3. Mitigation measures [ were
□
□ were not] made a condition of the approval of the project.
4. A mitigation reporting or monitoring plan [ was
□
□ was not] adopted for this project.
5. A statement of Overriding Considerations [ was
□
□ was not] adopted for this project.
6. Findings [ were
were not] made pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

□

□

This is to certify that the final EIR with comments and responses and record of project approval, or the
negative Declaration, is available to the General Public at:
https://www.energy.ca.gov/powerplant/reciprocating-engine/great-oaks-south-generating-facility
___________________________________________________________________________________
Shawn Pittard
Deputy Director, STEP Division
Signature (Public Agency): _____________________________
Title: ____________________________
December 10, 2021
Date: _______________________________
Date Received for filing at OPR: ____________________

Authority cited: Sections 21083, Public Resources Code.
Reference Section 21000-21174, Public Resources Code.

Revised 2011

NOC Attachment A
Project Description:
The California Energy Commission (CEC) has the exclusive authority to certify all thermal
power plants (50 megawatts [MW] and greater) and related facilities proposed for
construction in California. The SPPE process allows applicants with facilities between 50
and 100 MW to obtain an exemption from CEC’s jurisdiction and proceed with local
permitting rather than requiring CEC certification. CEC can grant an exemption if it finds
that the proposed facility would not create a substantial adverse impact on the
environment or energy resources. Public Resources Code section 25519(c) designates
CEC as the lead agency, in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA), for all facilities seeking an SPPE.
SV1, LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Equinix, LLC (SV1 or applicant) filed an
application with the CEC seeking an exemption from the CEC’s jurisdiction (Small Power
Plant Exemption, or SPPE) for the Great Oaks South Backup Generating Facility (GOSBGF)
(20-SPPE-01). The GOSBGF would be part of the Great Oaks South Data Center (GOSDC)
to be located in the City of San Jose. The project was approved by the city on February
1, 2017 but was not constructed. Since its approval, SV1, LLC has made project design
changes and is now seeking approval of an SPPE for the GOSBGF.
The GOSDC would consist of three 182,350 square foot, two-story data center
buildings. The project site is approximately 18-acres in size.
The GOSBGF would consist of 36 3.25-MW diesel-fired generators in six generation yards
that would each be separately electrically interconnected to the three data center
buildings. The GOSBGF would be used exclusively to provide backup generation and
uninterruptible power supply for the GOSDC, and other than for routine maintenance and
testing, would only operate in the event of a failure of the electrical service from Pacific
Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) to the data center. In addition, the GOSBGF
would include three life safety diesel fired generators, each capable of generating 0.50
MW. GOSBGF would have a generating capacity of up to 99.0 MW.
The GOSDC would connect to a new PG&E substation via five new 21 kilovolt (kV)
distribution feeders that would extend underground either along Via Del Oro or along
Great Oaks Boulevard, or via both routes to the project site. The California Public Utilities
Commission has granted PG&E approval to construct the new substation, which is called
the “Santa Teresa Substation”. Project figures are attached (Regional Map, Aerial
Photograph and Surrounding Land Uses, and Site Plan).

