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June 18, 2021
Via online submission

California Energy Commission
Dockets Office, MS-4

1516 9th Street

Sacramento, CA 95814-5512

Re: Comments on Proposed 2022 Energy Code - (Docket No. 19-BSTD-03)
Dear Commissioner and Staff:

On behalf of the undersigned organizations and our hundreds of thousands of members
and supporters in California, we urge the Energy Commission to revise the proposals to include
an all-electric baseline for all building types. By doing so, the 2022 Energy Code would be more
aligned with the state’s goals on climate, health, and air quality.

Since the Energy Commission commenced development of the 2022 code, over two
hundred organizations - ranging from environmental, environmental justice and public health
groups, to utilities such as PG&E, to air districts and local governments, to architectural and
business associations - have urged adoption of an all-electric building code. Many organizations
provided substantial analysis demonstrating that all-electric new construction results in
significant climate, air quality and public health benefits, lowers construction costs compared to
homes that continue to rely on gas, and avoids the stranded asset impacts from continuing to
expand fossil fuel infrastructure with gas pipelines to new homes.

To be a leader in the fight against the climate crisis, California must take more aggressive
action in the building sector. Research has shown that this sector is a major contributor to climate
emissions and poor air quality. Gas in homes and buildings have numerous negative impacts, yet
California continues to add more gas customers than any other state." We cannot avoid the worst
impacts of climate change without eliminating the pollution emitted from gas appliances in our
homes and buildings.

Our organizations appreciate the work done by the Energy Commission to move the
needle on building decarbonization. However, the current proposal for the 2022 Building Code
must be strengthened and include an all-electric baseline for all building types. Such an inclusion
will be more protective of our climate and public health.

! From 2013-2017, the state added nearly 250,000 new gas customers, and in 2018 alone 75,000 new California
homes were built with gas infrastructure. U.S. Energy Information Administration, Number of Natural Gas
Consumers, https://www.eia.gov/dnav/ng/NG_CONS NUM_DCU_SCA_A.htm; Green, et al., California Should
Go All-Electric in New Construction - State’s Largest Utility Agrees, RMI (June 26, 2020),
https://rmi.org/california-should-go-all-electric-in-new-construction-states-largest-utility-agrees/.
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Sincerely,

Lauren Cullum
Policy Advocate
Sierra Club California

Jonny Kocher
Associate
RMI

Lauren Weston
Executive Director
Acterra: Action for a Healthy Planet

Bruce Hodge
Founder
Carbon Free Palo Alto

Marie Venner
Coordinator
California for a Livable Climate

Marie Venner
Consultant
Venner Consulting

Blake Herrschaft, PE, LEED AP
Director of Building Decarbonization
DNV

Pauline Seales
Organizer
Santa Cruz Climate Action Network

Matt Vespa
Senior Attorney
Earthjustice

Ellie Cohen

Edward Mazria, FAIA FRAIC

Founder and CEO
Architecture 2030

Terry Nagel (former Mayor, Burlingame)

Chair

Sustainable San Mateo County

Colleen FitzSimons
Executive Director

San Diego Green Building Council

Leslie Alden
Executive Director
DRAWDOWN Bay Area

Andrea Traber
Managing Principal
Integral Group

Sean Armstrong
Managing Principal
Redwood Energy

Matthew Vasilakis
Co-Director of Policy
Climate Action Campaign

Nicole Kemeny
President
350 Silicon Valley

Marti Roach
Coordinator

350 Contra Costa

Connie Miller



Chief Executive Officer
The Climate Center

Laura Neish
Executive Director
350 Bay Area

RL Miller
President
Climate Hawks Vote

Liz Beall
Executive Director
Climate First: Replacing Oil & Gas

Maia Piccagli
Leader
Mothers Out Front SF

Jenny Green
Leadership team volunteer
Mothers Out Front, Silicon Valley chapter

Kristel Wickham
Leadership Team
Sunnyvale Cool

Andy Hattala
Chapter Co-Chair
The Climate Reality Project Los Angeles

Karen Warner Nelson
Co-Chair
Climate Reality: Silicon Valley chapter

Daniel Chandler
Legislative Committee Chair
350 Humboldt

Clean Air Lead
GreenTown Los Altos

Justin Malan
Legislative Advocate
Ecoconsult

Laura Deehan
State Director
Environment California

Jan Dietrick
Policy Team Leader
350 Ventura County Climate Hub

Alan Weiner
Chapter Lead
350 Conejo / San Fernando Valley

Jason Barbose

Senior Policy Manager, Western States

Union of Concerned Scientists

Kat Selm
Co-founder
Conejo Climate Coalition

Debbie Mytels
Chair
Peninsula Interfaith Climate Action

Lisa Altieri
Founder
Community Climate Solutions

Jennifer Thompson
Executive Director
Sustainable Silicon Valley



Kathy Schaeffer
Legislative Coordinator
Climate Reality: San Fernando chapter

Stuart Wood
Executive Director
Sustainable Claremont

Annie Stuart

Steering Committee Member
350 Petaluma

Robert M. Gould, MD
President

San Francisco Bay Physicians for Social

Responsibility

Diane Bailey
Executive Director
Menlo Spark

Lisa Swanson
Policy Chair
Climate Reality Project OC

Chris Benz
Steering Committee
Napa Climate NOW!

Rachelle Boucher
Co-Founder and Chef
Kitchens to Life

Brigitta Van Der Raay
Chair
Climate Reality Project: Santa Barbara

David Moller
Co-Lead
Marin/Sonoma Building Electrification Squad

Brian Stewart
Founder
Electrify Now

Carlos Davidson
Member
Pacifica Climate Committee

Harriet Harvey-Horn and Teron McGrew
Co-Chairs
Climate Reality Bay Area Chapter

Khanh Nguyen
Board Member
PIVOT - The

American Organization

Progressive Vietnamese

Elaine Salinger
student outreach lead
Citizens Climate Lobby San Mateo

Beth Weinberger
Greening Committee
Kehilla Community Synagogue

Frances Aubrey
Interfaith Coordinator, Co-convener,
Alameda Interfaith Climate Action Network

Thomas Conlon
Chair, Steering Team
Transition Sonoma Valley

Sue Saunders
Member
Indivisible Ross Valley

Amanda Millstein
MD
Climate Health Now



