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Project Title: City of Albany — Green Building Resolution
Project Location - Specific: Citywide
Project Location - City: Albany Project Location - County: Alameda

Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project:

Resolution 2020-127, adopting Green Building Measures, will protect and enhance the environment and the City
of Albany’s natural resources by reducing greenhouse gas emissions, conserving water, promoting clean
transportation, and improving indoor air quality.

1. Energy efficiency: The resolution requires Energy Design Rating Margins and Compliance Margins for new
buildings, which have a two-fold purpose. First, they incentivize the construction of all-electric buildings,
taking advantage of Albany’s carbon-free electricity. Second, they ensure that all new buildings will be as or
more energy efficient than the state mandatory requirement. New non-residential buildings must also install
solar panels. Both residential and non-residential buildings must use low-carbon concrete, with a reduced
cement content, and also reduce outdoor lighting.

2. Water Conservation: The resolution contains several measures that promote water efficiency. For residential
buildings, it requires an Energy Star dishwasher or clothes-dryer and low-flow kitchen faucets. New non-
residential buildings must install fixtures that reduce water use by 12% compared to the state requirements.
It also requires the use of permeable paving, which will reduce and slow runoff.

3. Clean Transportation: In new multifamily buildings, 20% of parking spaces must have EV chargers, and
the rest must have basic infrastructure for future charging. In non-residential lots, 12% of spaces must be
designated or clean air vehicles. Both of the measures will incentivize the adoption of clean transportation,
especially electric vehicles.

4. Indoor Air Quality: This resolution increases indoor air quality by requiring that 90% of resilient flooring
must meet stricter emissions limits for Volatile Organic Chemicals.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: City Council of the City of Albany
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