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Lead Commissioner Workshop for Flexible Demand Appliance Rulemaking Agenda 
Monday - December 14, 2020 

9:00 AM – 5:00 PM 
California Energy Commission (CEC) 

Zoom Webinar 
 

9:00 AM: Opening comments - Need for Flexible Demand Resources 
Commissioner Andrew McAllister, Ph.D., CEC 

 
9:15 AM: Flexible Demand's Connection to CA State Energy Policy 

Michael Sokol, CEC 
 
9:30 AM: Value of Flexible Demand Standards to Consumers and the Grid 

Severin Borenstein, Ph.D., Energy Institute at Haas, University of California, Berkeley 
 
9:50 AM: Flexible Demand Shift Resource Through 2030 

Mary Ann Piette, Lawrence Berkeley National Labs – Flexible Demand Response Research for  
Appliances 

 
10:10 AM: Supporting Flexible Resources at the California Public Utilities Commission 

Nate Kinsey, CPUC  
 
10:30 AM: Panel 1 - Criteria for Selection of Candidate Appliances (Moderator: Sean 
           Steffensen) 

(10 min talk by each panelist, 30 min Q&A period for stakeholders to the panel) 
Abigail Daken, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency – Energy Star Connected Appliances 
Jacob Cassady, Association of Home Appliance Manufacturers  – Capabilities of Appliances to    
Flex Demand 
Ashley Armstrong, AO Smith – Appliances that can be used as a form of energy storage  

 
12:00 PM: Public Comments 
 
12:30 PM: Lunch 
 
1:30 PM: Panel 2 - Communication Technologies and Cybersecurity (Moderator: Nicholaus 
           Struven) 

(10 min each, 20 min panel group Q&A) 
Zubair Shafiq, Ph.D., UC Davis – Cybersecurity for Appliances 
Rolf Bienert, OpenADR Alliance – OpenADR 2.0b and Communications with Appliances 
Walt Johnson, Ph.D., Retired EPRI – Technologies and Appliance Communications 

 
2:35 PM: Panel 3 – Consumer Perspectives and Equity Considerations (Moderator: Messay 
           Betru) 

(10 min each, 20 min panel group Q&A) 
Amy Dryden , Association for Energy Affordability – Equity for Disadvantaged Communities  
Mel Hall-Crawford, Consumer Federation of America – Consumer Perspectives for Appliances 



Stacey Tutt, Consumer Law Clinic at UC Irvine Law School – Benefits to Low Income  
Consumers 

 
3:40 PM: Public Comments 
 
4:40 PM: Concluding Remarks and Next Steps  

Nicholaus Struven, CEC 


