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Date: July 28, 2020

To:

Commissioner David Hochschild, Chair; David.Hochschild@energy.ca.gov
Commissioner Patricia Monahan; Patricia.Monahan@energy.ca.gov
Commissioner Janea Scott; Janea.Scott@energy.ca.gov

Commissioner Karen Douglas; Karen.Douglas@energy.ca.gov
Commissioner Andrew McAllister; Andrew.McAllister@energy.ca.gov

Re. Docket number: 17-EVI-01
Dear Commissioners:

This letter is being submitted to express strong support of requiring workforce training for the
installation and maintenance of electric vehicle supply equipment (EVSE) that is installed under
California Energy Commission programs or otherwise supported by state funding. EVSE is the
technical term for electric vehicle (EV) charging stations and their associated infrastructure.

The safe and reliable installation of EVSE systems requires specialized knowledge and training.
Installation of EVSE systems requires adhering to an extensive list of standards, electrical
codes, and workmanship requirements. EVSE systems are complex, continuous load systems
that have specific installation requirements related to proper wire sizing, overvoltage and surge
protection, shutoff, and load management, with additional specialized requirements for
categories such as DC fast chargers or heavy duty fleet charging systems. Article 625 of the
California Electrical Code specifies required methods for wiring, equipment construction, and
safety protection systems, among other requirements. Improperly installed EVSE systems and
infrastructure can result in fire, explosions, electric shock, severe damage to chargers and cars,
and other hazardous situations. Many EVSE-related fires are due to installers failing to properly
inspect and assess the building electrical system and its ability to handle the load generated by
the charging equipment.

In particular, this letter supports requiring installers of EVSE to have Electric Vehicle
Infrastructure Training Program (EVITP) certification. EVITP is the only comprehensive training
available for EVSE certification and is a well-established, regularly-updated national program.
EVITP was developed in cooperation with manufacturers, utilities, training institutions,
contractors and other EV industry stakeholders. This training can be accessed by any California
state-certified general electrician, can be completed in about 20 — 24 hours, and has been
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