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P R O C E E D I N G S 1 

July 17, 2020                                      9:59 A.M. 2 

  COMMISSIONER DOUGLAS:  All right.  Good morning.  3 

  We’re here for the continuation of the Committee 4 

Conference in Closed Session for the Application for a Small 5 

Power Plant Exemption for the Walsh Backup Generating 6 

Facility.  7 

  I’m Karen Douglas, the presiding member of the 8 

Committee assigned to conduct proceedings on this 9 

application.  Commissioner Patty Monahan is the associate 10 

member.  We held a committee conference/closed session on 11 

Friday, July 10, 2020 and continued the committee 12 

conference/closed session to today.   13 

   The notice of this committee conference/closed 14 

session was issued on June 26, 2020.  We posted the notice of 15 

the continuance on the front door of the Energy Commission 16 

building and also filed the notice of continuance in the 17 

proceeding docket.  We are all participating via 18 

teleconference.  19 

   Before we begin, I would like to make introductions 20 

of the following individuals who may be participating today.  21 

Patty Monahan, commissioner and associate member.  Kourtney 22 

Vacarro, my advisor.  Eli Harland, my advisor.  Jana Romero, 23 

advisor to Commissioner Monahan.  Jim Bartridge, special 24 

advisor to the Commission on Siting Matters.  And Susan 25 
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Cochran, our hearing officer.   1 

   I would also like to introduce either Noemi Gallardo 2 

or Rosemary Avalos from the Public Advisor’s Office. 3 

  I will now ask the parties to please introduce 4 

themselves and their representatives at this time, starting 5 

with the applicant if they’re on the phone or dialed in with 6 

us. 7 

  All right nobody from the applicant.   8 

   What about staff? 9 

  HEARING OFFICER COCHRAN:  I know that Lon Payne, the 10 

project manager, is on the phone but he does not have a 11 

microphone.   12 

  I don’t see anybody else from --  13 

  THE COURT REPORTER:  It’s 10:00.  I just want to be 14 

sure we’re still on, everybody. 15 

  HEARING OFFICER COCHRAN:  Yes.  16 

  THE COURT REPORTER:  This is the court reporter.   17 

  HEARING OFFICER COCHRAN:  Yes.  18 

  COMMISSIONER DOUGLAS:  Yes. 19 

  HEARING OFFICER COCHRAN:  I don’t see anybody from 20 

staff other than Mr. Payne.   21 

  COMMISSIONER DOUGLAS:  I saw a text from Lon Payne or 22 

a chat saying that they are here.   23 

  HEARING OFFICER COCHRAN:  Okay. 24 

  COMMISSIONER DOUGLAS:  So if they’d like to speak up, 25 
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they may.  But we’ll just otherwise note that they are 1 

listening and move on.  2 

  Intervenors Helping Hand Tools, California Unions for 3 

Reliable Energy or Robert Sarvey, are any of you 4 

participating this morning?  5 

  All right.  Anybody from any public agencies other 6 

than the Energy Commission who wishes to identify themselves 7 

as participating this morning?  8 

  All right.  I’ll turn the committee conference over 9 

to Hearing Officer Cochran. 10 

  HEARING OFFICER COCHRAN:  Thank you, Commissioner 11 

Douglas.   12 

  In the original notice and agenda for this committee 13 

conference closed session which is still applicable to this 14 

session as we continued it, the primary purpose is for the 15 

Committee to meet in closed session to deliberate.   16 

  We have no parties on the line to ask if they have 17 

comments at this time so I’m going to assume they do not.  18 

  We must conduct a public comment.  Are there any -- 19 

would any member of the public care to make any comment to 20 

the Committee? 21 

  I don’t see any. 22 

  Ms. Avalos, has the Public Advisor’s Office received 23 

any public comments for today’s committee conference closed 24 

session? 25 
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  MS. AVALOS:  Thank you, Susan, this is Rosemary.  1 

And, no, the Public Advisor’s Office has not received public 2 

comment for this particular proceeding.  Thank you.   3 

  HEARING OFFICER COCHRAN:  Thank you.   4 

  The Committee will now adjourn to closed session in 5 

accordance with Government Code Section 11126, subdivision 6 

(c)(3) which allows a state body, including a delegated 7 

committee, to hold a closed session to deliberate on a 8 

decision to be reached in a proceeding the state body was 9 

required by law to conduct.   10 

  We anticipate returning from closed session in about 11 

one hour.   12 

 (Off the record at 10:03 a.m.) 13 

 (On the record at 11:14 a.m.) 14 

  COMMISSIONER DOUGLAS:  All right.  Good.  Well, we 15 

have returned from closed session.  We have no reportable 16 

actions.   17 

  And Susan, is there anything you’d like to say?   18 

  HEARING OFFICER COCHRAN:  No.  Thank you all for your 19 

participation and we are adjourned at 11:14 a.m.   20 

  COMMISSIONER DOUGLAS:  Perfect. 21 

  HEARING OFFICER COCHRAN:  Thank you.  22 

  COMMISSIONER DOUGLAS:  Thank you.  23 

   (Thereupon, the Hearing was adjourned at 11:14 a.m.) 24 

--oOo--                   25 
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REPORTER’S CERTIFICATE 

 

I do hereby certify that the testimony in the 

foregoing hearing was taken at the time and  place 

therein stated; that the testimony of said 

witnesses were reported by me, a certified 

electronic court reporter and a disinterested 

person, and was under my supervision thereafter 

transcribed into typewriting. 

And I further certify that I am not of counsel 

or attorney for either or any of the parties to 

said hearing nor in any way interested in the 

outcome of the cause named in said caption. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 

hand this 21st day of July, 2020. 

 
 

 

PETER PETTY 

CER**D-493 

Notary Public  
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TRANSCRIBER'S CERTIFICATE 

 

I do hereby certify that the testimony in the 

foregoing hearing was taken at the time and place 

therein stated; that the testimony of said 

witnesses were transcribed by me, a certified 

transcriber. 

 And I further certify that I am not of  

counsel or attorney for either or any of the  

parties to said hearing nor in any way  

interested in the outcome of the cause named  

in said caption. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 

hand this 21st day of July, 2020. 
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