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Table 5.11-11 
Summary of LORS – Visual Resources 

LORS Requirements Conformance to Requirements 
Administering 

Agency Agency Contact

Federal Jurisdiction 

There are no applicable federal LORS.  

State Jurisdiction 

Application for 
Certification 
Requirements 

Rules of Practice and Procedure and Power 
Plant Site Certification Regulations, 
Appendix B. 

See Section 5.11 California 
Energy 
Commission 
(CEC) 

1 

State Scenic Highway 
Requirements 

Requirements are applicable to state 
designated scenic highways. 

The portions of roads and highways 
within the Project vicinity are not 
designated official State Scenic Highways.  

California 
Department of 
Transportation 
(Caltrans) 

2 & 4 

Local Jurisdiction 

Kern County General 
Plan, 1.8 Industrial – 
Policy 6 

Encourage upgrading the visual character of 
existing industrial areas through the use of 
landscaping, screening, or buffering. 

According to Kern County Ordinance 
19.12.120 Landscaping:  Exclusive 
Agriculture (A) District, No landscaping 
is required in the A district, except where 
the proposed use is subject to a plot plan 
review pursuant to Chapter 19.80.  
Therefore, compliance with this regulation 
is inapplicable.   

Kern County 3 

Kern County General 
Plan, 1.8 Industrial – 
Policy 7 

Require that industrial uses provide design 
features such as screen walls, landscaping, 
increased height and/or setbacks, and lighting 
restrictions between the boundaries of 
residential land use designation so as to 
reduce impacts on residences due to light, 
noise, sound, and vibration. 

Proper light/glare shielding is included as 
part of Project design.   

Kern County 3 

URS 
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Table 5.11-11 
Summary of LORS – Visual Resources 

LORS Requirements Conformance to Requirements 
Administering 

Agency Agency Contact

Kern County General 
Plan, 1.8 Industrial – 
Implementation Measure 
VI 

Design, layout, and visual appearance 
coordinated with existing adjacent industrial 
uses. 

The Project design and layout are in 
conformance with the existing industrial 
land uses within the area. 

Kern County 3 

Kern County General 
Plan, 1.8 Industrial – Map 
Provisions Service 
Industrial (Map Code 7.2) 

Industrial properties/activities that involve 
outdoor storage/use of heavy equipment.  
Such uses produce significant air or noise 
pollution and are visually obtrusive. 

The Project area is located north and 
directly south of existing industrial 
structures and storage tanks.  The design 
of the Project elements results in a co-
dominant visual effect with the adjacent 
fertilizer plant.   

Kern County 3 

Kern County General 
Plan, 1.10.8 Smart Growth 
Policy 49g 

Aesthetically pleasing and unifying design 
features that promote a visually pleasing 
environment. 

The Project design and visual aesthetics 
are similar to the existing industrial land 
uses with in the area. 

Kern County 3 

Kern County General 
Plan, 1.10.7 Light and 
Glare Policy 47 

Ensure that light and glare from discretionary 
new development projects are minimized in 
rural as well as urban areas. 

Proper light/glare shielding is included as 
part of Project design. 

Kern County 3 

Kern County General 
Plan, 1.10.7 Light and 
Glare Policy 48 

Encourage the use of low-glare lighting to 
minimize the nighttime glare effects on 
neighboring properties 

Proper light/glare shielding is included as 
part of Project design. 

Kern County 3 

Kern County General 
Plan, Zoning 
Ordinance Code Chapter 
19.86 

Requires public notification and review of 
any project that might adversely impact 
visual resources. 

Given that the zoning of the Project 
property is A; a Landscape Plan is not 
required. 

Kern County 3 

Kern County General Plan 
Circulation Element – 
2.3.9 Scenic Route 
Corridors 

Requirements are applicable to state 
designated scenic highways.  The California 
Scenic Highways Master Plan designates 
three state highways in Kern County 
“Eligible State Scenic Highway,” including 
portions of State Routes 14, 58, and 41, and 
of State Highway 395. 

The portions of roads and highways 
within the Project vicinity are not 
designated official State Scenic Highways.  

Kern County 4 

URS 
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Table 5.11-11 
Summary of LORS – Visual Resources 

LORS Requirements Conformance to Requirements 
Administering 

Agency Agency Contact

Kern County River Plan 
Element, Chapter III - 
3.2.3 Policies (3) 

Building heights and setbacks shall not 
significantly obstruct river views, and they 
shall be regulated in accordance with 
potential to obstruct river views from existing 
or planned roads or trails. 

There are no river views within the Project 
vicinity; therefore this requirement is not 
applicable to the Project. 

Kern County 3 

Tupman Rural Community 
Specific Plan, Scenic 
Highways Implementation 
2 

All proposed existing and or expanding land 
uses adjacent to the Tupman Road route shall 
seek approval of the Planning Agency prior to 
issuance of permits so as to provide for the 
screening of unsightly uses. 

From a conversation with Shawn Beyeler, 
Planner 2 (Kern County Planning 
Department) on 30 May 2008 it was 
determined that Tupman Road is not 
designated as a scenic route and there are 
to date no scenic routes designated 
throughout Kern County 

Kern County 4 

Buttonwillow Community 
Development Plan, Open 
Space 

Encourages continuing dual use of 
transmission line easements as open space or 
possible greenbelt areas. 

Some portions of the Project’s proposed 
transmission route follow existing 
transmission lines and poles 

Kern County 3 

Buttonwillow Community 
Development Plan, Scenic 
Lands 

Encourage continuing implementation of the 
County Scenic Highway Programs  

Currently there are no designated County 
Scenic Highways within the Project 
vicinity. 

Kern County 4 

Notes: 
BLM = Bureau of Land Management 
LORS = laws, ordinances, regulations, and standards 

 

URS 
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Table 5.11-12 
Agency Contact List for LORS 

 Agency Contact Information 

State Jurisdiction 

1 California Energy Commission  
Energy Facilities Siting Division 
Community Resources Unit 

Mark Hamblin, Senior Planner/Supervisor 
1516 Ninth Street,  
Sacramento, CA   95814 
916-654-5107 

2 California Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans) 
Guidelines for the Official Designation of Scenic 
Highways 
Office of Landscape 

Ken Murray, L.A. #4345 
Senior Landscape Architect 
2800 Gateway Oaks Drive, Suite 100  
Sacramento, CA   95833  
916-274-6138 

Local Jurisdiction 

3 Kern County Scott Denney, Supervising Planner 
2700 “M” Street, Suite 100 
Bakersfield, CA   93301-2323 
661-862-8631 

4 Kern County Shawn Beyeler, Planner 2 
2700 “M” Street, Suite 100 
Bakersfield, CA   93301-2323 
661-862-8641 

Note: 
LORS = laws, ordinances, regulations, and standards 

 

URS 
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FIGURE 5.11-3 
SCENIC ATTRACTIVENESS EVALUATION FORM FOR 

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER PHOTO NO. 1  
 
Landform  H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Vegetation H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Water H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Color H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Adjacent Scenery H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Scenic Quality 
Classifications: 

A = 19 or more 

B = 12 to 18 

C = 11 or less 

Scarcity H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Modifications* H (2) H/M (1) M (0) M/L (-2) L (-4) 

Scenic Attractiveness: Class C (11) 

 

 

Note:  Evaluation score is bold; H = High; M = Moderate; and L = Low 

* Explains cultural modifications present in the landscape, ranging from negative intrusions (-4) to those that 
complement the scenic quality and promote visual harmony (2). 

 

 
Narrative Landscape Description and Photograph:  Landscape Character Photo No. 1 (see Figure 5.11-1 for 
photograph location) was taken from the picnic area of the Tule Elk State Natural Reserve and represents a 
recreational public view of the project area, approximately 0.75 mile east of the Project area.  The relatively flat 
topography of the foreground and middleground gives way to more dramatic terrain in the background in this area 
and allows for very open, panoramic views of the adjacent area.  Topographic relief across the setting consists of a 
broad, horizontal composition varying from relatively flat terrain across the view to rolling terrain in the distant 
background, adding somewhat to the visual appeal of the form and line characteristics of the area.  There are no 
natural water features in the Project area.  A variety of cultural modifications (including industrial storage structures, 
telephone/transmission lines, and residential housing) are visible in foreground and middleground views.  The area 
is characterized by little color variation, with thick undulating grasses, and low to moderate contrast of generally flat 
tones.  Views from this KOP consist of large expanses of naturally vegetated property, and the most prominent 
visible features are the heavy steel fencing structures that cross the foreground, as well as the large trees that screen 
most of view toward the Project Site.  This landscape is mildly interesting within its setting, and uncommon within 
the region due to habitat restoration/preservation for the Tule Elk.  

URS 



 

FIGURE 5.11-4 
SCENIC ATTRACTIVENESS EVALUATION FORM FOR 

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER PHOTO NO. 2  
 
Landform  H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Vegetation H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Water H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Color H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Adjacent Scenery H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Scenic Quality 
Classifications: 

A = 19 or more 

B = 12 to 18 

C = 11 or less 

Scarcity H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Modifications* H (2) H/M (1) M (0) M/L (-2) L (-4) 

Scenic Attractiveness: Class C (5) 

 

 

Note:  Evaluation score is bold; H = High; M = Moderate; and L = Low 

* Explains cultural modifications present in the landscape, ranging from negative intrusions (-4) to those that 
complement the scenic quality and promote visual harmony (2). 

 

 
Narrative Landscape Description and Photograph:  Landscape Character Photo No. 2 (see Figure 5.11-1 for 
photograph location) was taken from a residence along Stockdale Highway and represents a public view of the 
Project area, approximately 1.0 mile north of the Project area.  The relatively flat topography of the foreground and 
middleground gives way to more dramatic terrain in the background in this area and allows for very open, 
panoramic views of the adjacent area.  Topographic relief across the area consists of a broad horizontal composition 
varying from relatively flat terrain across the view to the mountainous terrain of the Elk Hills in the distant 
background, adding somewhat to the visual appeal of the form and line characteristics of the area.  There are no 
natural water features in the Project area.  A variety of cultural modifications (including industrial storage structures, 
telephone/transmission lines, irrigation canals, and residential housing) are visible in foreground and middleground 
views.  The water in the canal is below grade, and thus not visible in this area.  The area is characterized by little 
color variation, with scattered trees usually associated with residences and cultivated farmland, and low to moderate 
contrast of generally flat tones.  Views from this photo consist of large expanses of cultivated crops, with the most 
prominent visible features being the fertilizer operation in the middleground, as well as the large trees in the 
foreground that partially screen the view toward the project site.  This landscape is mildly interesting within its 
setting, and common within the region due to the agricultural heritage.  

URS 



 

FIGURE 5.11-5 
SCENIC ATTRACTIVENESS EVALUATION FORM FOR 

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER PHOTO NO. 3  
 
Landform  H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1)  Scenic Quality 

Classifications: 

A = 19 or more 
B = 12 to 18 

C = 11 or less 

Vegetation H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Water H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Color H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Adjacent Scenery H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Scarcity H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1)  

Modifications* H (2) H/M (1) M (0) M/L (-2) L (-4) 

Scenic Attractiveness: Class C (9) 

Note:  Evaluation score is bold; H = High; M = Moderate; and L = Low 

* Explains cultural modifications present in the landscape, ranging from negative intrusions (-4) to those that 
complement the scenic quality and promote visual harmony (2)  

 

 
Narrative Landscape Description and Photograph:  Landscape Character Photo No. 3 (see Figure 5.11-1 for 
photograph location) was taken from Elk Hills Road and represents a public view of the Project area, approximately 
3.8 mile west of the Project area.  The superior view looks across the relatively flat topography of the foreground, 
middleground, and background, which rises slightly as the viewer approaches Elk Hills.  The vantage points allows 
for very open, panoramic views of the adjacent area.  Topographic relief across the area consists of a broad, 
horizontal composition varying from relatively flat terrain across the view with the mountainous terrain of the Elk 
Hills rising up toward the viewpoint, adding somewhat to the visual appeal of the form and line characteristics of the 
area.  There are no natural water features in the Project area.  The California Aqueduct is in the middleground, but is 
not visible because it is below grade.  A variety of cultural modifications (including industrial operation/storage 
structures, telephone/transmission lines, and residential housing) are visible in foreground and middleground views.  
The area is characterized by various color variations associated with the natural grasses along the foothills and 
cultivated farmland in the middleground and background, and has low to moderate contrast of generally flat tones.  
Views from this photo consist of large expanses of cultivated crops, and the most prominent visible features are the 
two large transmission lines that cross the middleground.  This landscape is mildly interesting within its setting, and 
common within the regional area.  

URS 



 

FIGURE 5.11-6 
SCENIC ATTRACTIVENESS EVALUATION FORM FOR 

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER PHOTO NO. 4  
 
Landform  H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Vegetation H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Water H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Color H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Adjacent Scenery H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Scenic Quality 
Classifications: 

A = 19 or more 

B = 12 to 18 

C = 11 or less 

Scarcity H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Modifications* H (2) H/M (1) M (0) M/L (-2) L (-4) 

Scenic Attractiveness: Class C (2) 

 

 

Note:  Evaluation score is bold; H = High; M = Moderate; and L = Low 

* Explains cultural modifications present in the landscape, ranging from negative intrusions (-4) to those that 
complement the scenic quality and promote visual harmony (2)  

 

 
Narrative Landscape Description and Photograph:  Landscape Character Photo No. 4 (see Figure 5.11-1 for 
photograph location) was taken from Buttonwillow Park and represents a public view of the project substation 
interconnection, approximately 0.4 mile west of the interconnection point.  The view looks across the relatively flat 
topography of the foreground, middleground, and background, which is heavily modified by industrial elements in 
the foreground and middleground.  The view allows for a shielded view of the adjacent area, detracting from the 
visual appeal of possible form and line characteristics in the area.  There are no natural water features in the area.  A 
variety of cultural modifications (including industrial operation/storage structures, telephone/transmission lines, 
fencing, irrigation canals, and substation elements) is visible in foreground and middleground views.  The water in 
the canal itself is below grade, and thus is not visible from this viewpoint.  The area is characterized by few color 
variations associated with the natural grasses/bushes along the canal, and has low to moderate contrast of generally 
flat tones.  Views from this photo consist of large industrial elements that dominate the viewshed.  

URS 



 

FIGURE 5.11-7 
SCENIC ATTRACTIVENESS EVALUATION FORM FOR 

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER PHOTO NO. 5  
 
Landform  H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Vegetation H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Water H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Color H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Adjacent Scenery H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Scenic Quality 
Classifications: 

A = 19 or more 

B = 12 to 18 

C = 11 or less 

Scarcity H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Modifications* H (2) H/M (1) M (0) M/L (-2) L (-4) 

Scenic Attractiveness: Class C (4) 

 

 

Note:  Evaluation score is bold; H = High; M = Moderate; and L = Low 

* Explains cultural modifications present in the landscape, ranging from negative intrusions (-4) to those that 
complement the scenic quality and promote visual harmony (2)  

 

 
Narrative Landscape Description and Photograph:  Landscape Character Photo No. 5 (see Figure 5.11-1 for 
photograph location) was taken from the eastbound lane of Adohr Road approximately 1.7 miles west of the Project 
Site, and 0.1 mile from closest transmission alternative.  The view looks across the relatively flat topography of the 
foreground, middleground, and background, which is modified crop production.  The view allows for an open and 
panoramic view of the adjacent area, with industrial elements in the middleground that detract from the visual 
appeal of possible form and line characteristics in the area.  There are no natural water features in the area.  The area 
is characterized by few color variations, which are associated with the agricultural plantings flanking the view and 
creating divergent lines toward the Project Site, which has low to moderate contrast of generally flat tones.  Views 
from this photo consist of agricultural and industrial elements that create a viewshed common throughout this 
region. 

~ ---- --- . -- ..... .. . 

URS 



 

FIGURE 5.11-8 
SCENIC ATTRACTIVENESS EVALUATION FORM FOR 

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER PHOTO NO. 6  
 
Landform  H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Vegetation H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Water H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Color H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Adjacent Scenery H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Scenic Quality 
Classifications: 

A = 19 or more 

B = 12 to 18 

C = 11 or less 

Scarcity H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Modifications* H (2) H/M (1) M (0) M/L (-2) L (-4) 

Scenic Attractiveness: Class C (2) 

 

 

Note:  Evaluation score is bold; H = High; M = Moderate; and L = Low 

* Explains cultural modifications present in the landscape, ranging from negative intrusions (-4) to those that 
complement the scenic quality and promote visual harmony (2)  

 

 
Narrative Landscape Description and Photograph:  Landscape Character Photo No. 6 (see Figure 5.11-1 for 
photograph location) was taken from the eastbound lane of State Highway 58, and represents a public view of the 
project transmission line crossing, approximately 0.3 mile east of the crossing point.  The view looks across the 
relatively flat topography of the foreground, middleground, and background, which is heavily modified by industrial 
elements in the foreground and middleground.  The view allows for an open view of the adjacent areas, which are 
heavily modified by industrial elements, detracting from visual appeal of possible form and line characteristics in the 
area.  There are no natural water features in the area.  A variety of cultural modifications (including industrial 
operation/storage structures, telephone/transmission lines, pipeline markers, fencing, and the railroad) are visible in 
foreground and middleground views.  The area is characterized by little variation in color associated with the sparse 
low-lying vegetation, and has low to moderate contrast of generally flat tones.  Views from this photo consist of 
large industrial elements that dominate the viewshed. 

URS 



 

FIGURE 5.11-9 
SCENIC ATTRACTIVENESS EVALUATION FORM FOR 

SENSITIVE VIEW AREA AND KOP NO. 1  
 
Landform  H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Vegetation H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Water H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Color H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Adjacent Scenery H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Scenic Quality 
Classifications: 

A = 19 or more 

B = 12 to 18 

C = 11 or less 

Scarcity H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Modifications* H (2) H/M (1) M (0) M/L (-2) L (-4) 

Scenic Attractiveness: Class C (8) 

 

 

Note:  Evaluation score is bold; H = High; M = Moderate; and L = Low 

* Explains cultural modifications present in the landscape, ranging from negative intrusions (-4) to those that 
complement the scenic quality and promote visual harmony (2)  

 

 
Narrative Landscape Description and Photograph:  Sensitive Viewing Area and KOP No. 1 (Figure 5.11-14; see 
also Figure 5.11-1 for KOP location) was taken along Station Road adjacent to two residences and is just west of the 
Tule Elk Reserve, approximately 0.25 mile east of the Project Site.  The relative flatness of the foreground and 
middleground in this area allows for more open, expansive views of the adjacent area.  Topographic relief across the 
setting consists of a broad, horizontal composition varying from relatively flat terrain to more dramatic distant 
terrain, adding to the panoramic visual appeal of the form and line characteristics of the area (although background 
topography is partially concealed by haze).  There are no natural water features in the Project area.  A variety of 
cultural modifications (including industrial storage tank/structures, telephone/transmission lines along Station and 
Tupman roads, and crop cultivation) are visible in foreground and middleground views.  The area is characterized by 
few color variations (mainly from the monochromatic crop coloration), with low contrast of generally flat tones.  
Views from this KOP consist of large expanses of farmlands.  This landscape is mildly interesting within its setting, 
but fairly common within the region.  

-- -----------------~-
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FIGURE 5.11-10 
SCENIC ATTRACTIVENESS EVALUATION FORM FOR 

SENSITIVE VIEW AREA AND KOP NO. 2  
 
Landform  H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Vegetation H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Water H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Color H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Adjacent Scenery H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Scenic Quality 
Classifications: 

A = 19 or more 

B = 12 to 18 

C = 11 or less 

Scarcity H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Modifications* H (2) H/M (1) M (0) M/L (-2) L (-4) 

Scenic Attractiveness: Class C (6) 

 

 

Note:  Evaluation score is bold; H = High; M = Moderate; and L = Low 

* Explains cultural modifications present in the landscape, ranging from negative intrusions (-4) to those that 
complement the scenic quality and promote visual harmony (2)  

 

 
Narrative Landscape Description and Photograph:  Sensitive Viewing Area and KOP No. 2 (Figure 5.11-16; see 
also Figure 5.11-1 for KOP location) was taken from the eastbound lane of Stockdale Highway and represents a 
public view of the Project area, approximately 1.2 miles north-northwest of the Project Site.  The relative flatness of 
the foreground and middleground in this area allows for more open, expansive views of the adjacent area.  
Topographic relief across the setting consists of a broad, horizontal composition varying from relatively flat terrain 
to distant rolling terrain, adding somewhat to the panoramic visual appeal of the form and line characteristics of the 
area.  There are no natural water features in the Project area.  The only water source within view from this KOP is 
the California Aqueduct, which runs south of the Project site and is not visible from this KOP.  A variety of cultural 
modifications (including industrial storage tank/structures, telephone/transmission lines along Dairy Road, and crop 
cultivation) are visible in foreground, middleground, and background views.  The area is characterized by few color 
variations (mainly from the monochromatic crop coloration), and has low contrast of generally flat tones.  Views 
from this KOP consist of large expanses of farmlands.  This landscape is mildly interesting within its setting, but 
fairly common within the region. 

URS 



 

FIGURE 5.11-11 
SCENIC ATTRACTIVENESS EVALUATION FORM FOR 

SENSITIVE VIEW AREA AND KOP NO. 3  
 
Landform  H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Vegetation H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Water H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Color H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Adjacent Scenery H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Scenic Quality 
Classifications: 

A = 19 or more 

B = 12 to 18 

C = 11 or less 

Scarcity H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Modifications* H (2) H/M (1) M (0) M/L (-2) L (-4) 

Scenic Attractiveness: Class C (10) 

 

 

Note:  Evaluation score is bold; H = High; M = Moderate; and L = Low 

* Explains cultural modifications present in the landscape, ranging from negative intrusions (-4) to those that 
complement the scenic quality and promote visual harmony (2). 

 

 
Narrative Landscape Description and Photograph:  Sensitive Viewing Area and KOP No. 3 (Figure 5.11-18; see 
also Figure 5.11-1 for KOP location) was taken from the Elk Hills Elementary School’s playground and represents 
public recreational views of the Project area, approximately 2.25 miles south-southeast of the Project Site.  The 
rolling topography of the foreground gives way to the flatness of the middleground and background in this area, 
allowing for very open, expansive views of the adjacent area.  Topographic relief across the setting consists of a 
broad, horizontal composition varying from relatively flat terrain across the view to the rolling terrain in the 
foreground, adding to the panoramic visual appeal of the form and line characteristics of the area, and giving this 
KOP a superior viewpoint of the Project Site.  There are minimal natural water features in the Project area, with 
none present in this view.  One manmade water feature within view from this KOP is the California Aqueduct, 
which runs southeast across the middleground of this KOP and is a major focal point of the view.  A variety of 
cultural modifications (including industrial storage tank/structures, telephone/transmission lines along Tupman 
Road, and crop cultivation) are visible in foreground, middleground, and background views.  The area is 
characterized by some color variation (mainly from the contrast between the monochromatic crop coloration and the 
natural desert vegetation), and has low to moderate contrast of generally flat tones.  Views from this KOP consist of 
large expanses of farmlands.  This landscape is mildly interesting within its setting, but fairly common within the 
region. 
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FIGURE 5.11-12 
SCENIC ATTRACTIVENESS EVALUATION FORM FOR 

SENSITIVE VIEW AREA AND KOP NO. 4  
 
Landform  H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Vegetation H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Water H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Color H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Adjacent Scenery H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Scenic Quality 
Classifications: 

A = 19 or more 

B = 12 to 18 

C = 11 or less 

Scarcity H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Modifications* H (2) H/M (1) M (0) M/L (-2) L (-4) 

Scenic Attractiveness: Class C (5) 

 

 

Note:  Evaluation score is bold; H = High; M = Moderate; and L = Low 

* Explains cultural modifications present in the landscape, ranging from negative intrusions (-4) to those that 
complement the scenic quality and promote visual harmony (2)  

 

 
Narrative Landscape Description and Photograph:  Sensitive Viewing Area and KOP No. 4 (Figure 5.11-20; see 
also Figure 5.11-1 for KOP location) was taken from the westbound lane of Stockton Boulevard near the I-5 
interchange and represents public views of the Project area, approximately 2.4 miles northeast of the Project Site.  
The relatively flat topography of the foreground and middleground gives way to more dramatic terrain in the 
background in this area, and allows for very open, panoramic views of the adjacent area.  Topographic relief across 
the setting consists of a broad, horizontal composition varying from relatively flat terrain across the view with 
rolling terrain in the background, adding somewhat to the panoramic visual appeal of the form and line 
characteristics of the area.  There are no natural water features in the Project area.  A variety of cultural 
modifications (including industrial storage structures and numerous telephone/transmission lines) are visible in 
foreground, middleground, and background views.  The area is characterized by few color variations, with mostly 
natural sparse vegetation, and has low to moderate contrast of generally flat tones.  Views from this KOP consist of 
large expanses of uncultivated, sparsely vegetated property, with the most prominent visible features being the 
numerous highly contrasting steel lattice transmission structures that cross the middleground of the view and create 
a skylining effect.  This landscape is mildly interesting within its setting, but fairly common within the region, and 
the scenic attractiveness of the view has been highly compromised by visible manmade alterations. 
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FIGURE 5.11-13 
SCENIC ATTRACTIVENESS EVALUATION FORM FOR 

SENSITIVE VIEW AREA AND KOP NO. 5  
 
Landform  H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Vegetation H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Water H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Color H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Adjacent Scenery H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Scenic Quality 
Classifications: 

A = 19 or more 

B = 12 to 18 

C = 11 or less 

Scarcity H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Modifications* H (2) H/M (1) M (0) M/L (-2) L (-4) 

Scenic Attractiveness: Class C (5) 

 

 

Note:  Evaluation score is bold; H = High; M = Moderate; and L = Low 

* Explains cultural modifications present in the landscape, ranging from negative intrusions (-4) to those that 
complement the scenic quality and promote visual harmony (2)  

 

 
Narrative Landscape Description and Photograph:  Sensitive Viewing Area and KOP No. 5 (Figure 5.11-22; see 
also Figure 5.11-1 for KOP location) was taken from the southbound lane of I-5 and represents the public view of 
the Project area, approximately 3.3 miles east of the Project Site.  The relatively flat topography of the foreground 
and middleground gives way to more dramatic terrain in the background in this area, and allows for very open, 
panoramic views of the adjacent area.  Topographic relief across the setting consists of a broad, horizontal 
composition varying from relatively flat terrain across the view to rolling terrain in the distant background, adding 
somewhat to the visual appeal of the form and line characteristics of the area.  There are no natural water features in 
the Project area.  A variety of cultural modifications (including industrial storage structures and numerous 
telephone/transmission lines) are visible in foreground and middleground views.  The area is characterized by few 
color variations, with mostly natural sparse and striated vegetation, and low to moderate contrast of generally flat 
tones.  Views from this KOP consist of large expanses of uncultivated, sparsely vegetated property, and the most 
prominent visible features are the numerous highly contrasting steel lattice transmission structures that cross the 
middleground of the view and create a skylining effect.  This landscape is mildly interesting within its setting, but 
fairly common within the region, and the scenic attractiveness of the view has been highly compromised by visible 
manmade alterations. 
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FIGURE 5.11-14 
SCENIC ATTRACTIVENESS EVALUATION FORM FOR 

SENSITIVE VIEW AREA AND KOP NO. 6  
 
Landform  H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Vegetation H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Water H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Color H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Adjacent Scenery H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Scenic Quality 
Classifications: 

A = 19 or more 

B = 12 to 18 

C = 11 or less 

Scarcity H (5) H/M (4) M (3) M/L (2) L (1) 

Modifications* H (2) H/M (1) M (0) M/L (-2) L (-4) 

Scenic Attractiveness: Class C (6) 

 

 

Note:  Evaluation score is bold; H = High; M = Moderate; and L = Low 

* Explains cultural modifications present in the landscape, ranging from negative intrusions (-4) to those that 
complement the scenic quality and promote visual harmony (2). 

 

 
Narrative Landscape Description and Photograph:  Sensitive Viewing Area and KOP No. 6 (Figure 5.11-14; see 
also Figure 5.11-1 for KOP location) was taken from the eastbound lane of Brite Road and represents a public view 
of the transmission line crossing, approximately 0.3 mile east of this KOP location.  The relative flatness of the 
foreground and middleground in this area allows for more open, expansive views of the adjacent area.  Topographic 
relief across the setting consists of a broad, horizontal composition varying from relatively flat terrain to distant 
rolling terrain, adding a bit to the panoramic visual appeal of the form and line characteristics of the area.  There are 
no natural water features in the area adjacent to this KOP.  The only water source within view from this KOP is an 
agricultural irrigation channel that runs south to southwest of the view, and is only visible from this KOP because of 
the earthen berms built along its edges.  A variety of cultural modifications (including houses, industrial storage 
tanks/structures, telephone/transmission lines along Brite Road, and crop cultivation) are visible in foreground, 
middleground, and background views.  The area is characterized by few color variations (mainly from the 
monochromatic crop coloration and bare cultivated lands not growing crops), and has low contrast from generally 
flat tones.  Views from this KOP consist of large expanses of farmlands.  This landscape is mildly interesting within 
its setting, but fairly common within the region. 

URS 
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Photograph is intended to be viewed 10 inches from viewer’s eyes when printed on 11x17 paper. The photograph below has been cropped top and bottom to show a wide angle of view with the above photograph’s area shown in yellow.

Time of photograph:
Date of photograph:
Distance to project:
Weather condition:
Viewing direction:
Latitude:
Longitude:

Photograph Information

April 2012
28067571

12:14 PM
March 5, 2009
.71 miles
Partly Cloudy
West
35°19’58.83”N
119°22’20.44”W

KOP 1: VIEW FROM STATION ROAD
EXISTING CONDITIONS

FIGURE 5.11-15
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Photograph is intended to be viewed 10 inches from viewer’s eyes when printed on 11x17 paper. The photograph below has been cropped top and bottom to show a wide angle of view with the above photograph’s area shown in yellow.

Time of photograph:
Date of photograph:
Distance to project:
Weather condition:
Viewing direction:
Latitude:
Longitude:

Photograph Information

April 2012
28067571

12:14 PM
March 5, 2009
.71 miles
Partly Cloudy
West
35°19’58.83”N
119°22’20.44”W

KOP 1: VIEW FROM STATION ROAD
SIMULATED CONDITIONS

FIGURE 5.11-16
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Photograph is intended to be viewed 10 inches from viewer’s eyes when printed on 11x17 paper. The photograph below has been cropped top and bottom to show a wide angle of view with the above photograph’s area shown in yellow.

Time of photograph:
Date of photograph:
Distance to project:
Weather condition:
Viewing direction:
Latitude:
Longitude:

Photograph Information

April 2012
28067571

1:14 PM
March 5, 2009
1.98 miles
Partly Cloudy
Southeast
35°21’16.82”N
119°24’18.91”W

KOP 2: VIEW FROM STOCKDALE HIGHWAY
SIMULATED CONDITIONS

FIGURE 5.11-18
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Photograph is intended to be viewed 10 inches from viewer’s eyes when printed on 11x17 paper. The photograph below has been cropped top and bottom to show a wide angle of view with the above photograph’s area shown in yellow.

Time of photograph:
Date of photograph:
Distance to project:
Weather condition:
Viewing direction:
Latitude:
Longitude:

Photograph Information

April 2012
28067571

12:52 PM
March 5, 2009
2.79 miles
Partly Cloudy
Northwest
35°17’56.21”N
119°21’19.91”W

KOP 3: VIEW FROM ELK HILLS  
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
EXISTING CONDITIONS

FIGURE 5.11-19
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Photograph is intended to be viewed 10 inches from viewer’s eyes when printed on 11x17 paper. The photograph below has been cropped top and bottom to show a wide angle of view with the above photograph’s area shown in yellow.

Time of photograph:
Date of photograph:
Distance to project:
Weather condition:
Viewing direction:
Latitude:
Longitude:

Photograph Information

April 2012
28067571

12:52 PM
March 5, 2009
2.79 miles
Partly Cloudy
Northwest
35°17’56.21”N
119°21’19.91”W

KOP 3: VIEW FROM ELK HILLS  
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

SIMULATED CONDITIONS

FIGURE 5.11-20
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Photograph is intended to be viewed 10 inches from viewer’s eyes when printed on 11x17 paper. The photograph below has been cropped top and bottom to show a wide angle of view with the above photograph’s area shown in yellow.

Time of photograph:
Date of photograph:
Distance to project:
Weather condition:
Viewing direction:
Latitude:
Longitude:

Photograph Information

April 2012
28067571

3:09 PM
March 5, 2009
3.03 miles
Partly Cloudy
Southwest
35°21’17.81”N
119°20’20.91”W

KOP 4: VIEW FROM STOCKDALE HIGHWAY
AND I-5

EXISTING CONDITIONS

FIGURE 5.11-21

5

58
KOP 4

Brite Rd

Tu
p

m
an

 R
d

Station Rd

Adohr Rd

E
lic

 V
a

lle
y 

R
d

B
u

s
se

ll 
R

d

D
ai

ry
 R

d

M
o

rr
is

 R
d

 P
:\

E
N

V
P

L
A

N
N

IN
G

\H
yd

ro
g

e
n

 E
n

e
rg

y 
In

te
rn

at
io

n
a

l L
L

C
\A

F
C

 A
m

e
n

d
m

e
n

t 
2

0
1

2
\G

IS
\M

X
D

\s
im

_
in

se
t_

m
a

p
s\

H
E

C
A

_
K

O
P

-4
_

in
se

t_
m

a
p.

m
xd

 (
B

L
C

)

Key Observation Point

Project Site

Construction Staging Area

Controlled Area

Transmission

0 1 2
Miles

& 
l?Z2I 
ISS1 

URS 



Hydrogen Energy California  (HECA)
Kern County, California

P
:\E

N
V

P
LA

N
N

IN
G

/H
yd

ro
ge

n 
E

ne
rg

y 
In

te
rn

at
io

na
l L

LC
\H

E
C

A
\S

im
s\

la
yo

ut
s\

he
ca

 la
yo

ut
s.

in
dd

Photograph is intended to be viewed 10 inches from viewer’s eyes when printed on 11x17 paper. The photograph below has been cropped top and bottom to show a wide angle of view with the above photograph’s area shown in yellow.

Time of photograph:
Date of photograph:
Distance to project:
Weather condition:
Viewing direction:
Latitude:
Longitude:

Photograph Information

April 2012
28067571

3:09 PM
March 5, 2009
3.03 miles
Partly Cloudy
Southwest
35°21’17.81”N
119°20’20.91”W

KOP 4: VIEW FROM STOCKDALE HIGHWAY
AND I-5

SIMULATED CONDITIONS

FIGURE 5.11-22
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Photograph is intended to be viewed 10 inches from viewer’s eyes when printed on 11x17 paper. The photograph below has been cropped top and bottom to show a wide angle of view with the above photograph’s area shown in yellow.

Time of photograph:
Date of photograph:
Distance to project:
Weather condition:
Viewing direction:
Latitude:
Longitude:

Photograph Information

April 2012
28067571

3:13 PM
March 5, 2009
3.77 miles
Partly Cloudy
Southwest
35°20’34.70”N
119°19’10.12”W

KOP 5: VIEW FROM SOUTHBOUND I-5 
EXISTING CONDITIONS

FIGURE 5.11-23
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Photograph is intended to be viewed 10 inches from viewer’s eyes when printed on 11x17 paper. The photograph below has been cropped top and bottom to show a wide angle of view with the above photograph’s area shown in yellow.

Time of photograph:
Date of photograph:
Distance to project:
Weather condition:
Viewing direction:
Latitude:
Longitude:

Photograph Information

April 2012
28067571

3:13 PM
March 5, 2009
3.77 miles
Partly Cloudy
Southwest
35°20’34.70”N
119°19’10.12”W

KOP 5: VIEW FROM SOUTHBOUND I-5 
SIMULATED CONDITIONS

FIGURE 5.11-24
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