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December 17, 2019 
 
 
 
Honorable Valentin Lopez, Chairperson 
Amah Mutsun Tribal Band 
P.O. Box 5272, Galt, CA 95632 
 
Dear Honorable Valentin Lopez, Chairperson: 
 
The California Energy Commission (CEC) is responsible for preparing an 
environmental analysis for the proposed San Jose City Data Center and invites 
Amah Mutsun Tribal Band to consult regarding this project because of the tribe’s 
traditional and cultural affiliation, and knowledge within the geographic area of 
the proposed project. 
 
This letter provides general information concerning the current project design, 
includes attached maps depicting the regional and project location, and invites 
you to participate in CEC consultations, pursuant to its Tribal Consultation Policy. 
 
The CEC received an application for a Small Power Plant Exemption (SPPE) 
from the Microsoft Corporation (applicant) on November 15, 2019, for the 
proposed San Jose City Data Center. The project would include 40, 3.0-
megawatt (MW) standby diesel generators and two administrative generators, to 
provide electrical power to support information technology during utility outages 
or certain onsite electrical equipment interruptions. The standby generators 
would be deployed in redundant configurations (that is, all 40 generators would 
never be operating at the same time at 100 percent) to ensure uninterrupted 
power, up to the maximum of 99 MW (with an expected load of 92 MW).  The 
applicant proposes to build the project at 1657 Alviso-Milpitas Road in San Jose, 
California. 
 
Project Description 
 
The approximately 64.5-acre project site is in an area zoned light industrial in 
San Jose, Santa Clara County, California. There are two vacant residences, a 
mobile home, and a storage shed/warehouse currently onsite, which would be 
demolished as part of the project. The applicant proposes to construct two 
buildings with approximately 479,000 gross square feet of administrative and 
data center space. The northern building would be a single-story structure of 
approximately 241,705 square feet with supporting amenities. The southern 
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building would be a single-story structure of approximately 237,268 square feet 
with supporting amenities. Both buildings would include administrative areas, 
restrooms and shower facilities, storage areas, loading docks, backup generator 
yards, storm water bioswales, paved surface parking lots, and landscaping 
features. The proposed project would also include a 230-kilovolt (kV) substation 
with two 230-kV electrical supply lines that would connect to Pacific Gas and 
Electric Company’s Los Esteros Substation, located adjacent to the site.  
 
Small Power Plant Exemption Process 
 
Public Resources Code section 25519(c) designates the CEC as the lead 
agency, in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), for 
all projects seeking an SPPE. The CEC has the exclusive authority to certify all 
thermal power plants (50 MW and greater) and related facilities proposed for 
construction in California. The SPPE process allows applicants with facilities 
between 50 and 100 MW to obtain an exemption from CEC’s jurisdiction and 
proceed with local approval rather than requiring CEC certification. CEC can 
grant an exemption if it finds that the proposed facility would not create a 
substantial adverse impact on the environment or energy resources. In this case, 
the facility is subject to CEC’s licensing authority unless the exemption is 
granted. CEQA requires the lead agency to consider the whole of the action. 
Therefore, the CEC will analyze the entire data center project, which includes 
demolition of existing structures, and the construction and operation of the two 
data center buildings, backup generators, substation, and electrical supply lines. 
 
CEC staff would like to consult with you to better understand Native American 
concerns regarding this project. Please respond to this letter in writing within 30 
days if Amah Mutsun Tribal Band would like to request consultation. 
 
To review the SPPE application (19-SPPE-04), and find more information about 
the project and proceedings, please visit the project website: 
 
https://ww2.energy.ca.gov/sitingcases/sj2/ 
 
The CEC staff welcomes your comments or questions. If you have comments or 
questions, please contact Matthew Braun at (916) 654-4543 or 
Matthew.Braun@energy.ca.gov 
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Sincerely, 
 
   
 
 

Thomas Gates, Ph.D. 
 
Tribal Liaison 
Supervisor 
Cultural Resources Unit 
Siting, Transmission, & 
Environmental Protection  

 
 

Enclosure: Regional Location Map  
Project Location Maps 
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December 17, 2019 
 
 
 
Honorable Irene Zwierlein, Chairperson 
Amah Mutsun Tribal Band of Mission San Juan Bautista 
789 Canada Road, Woodside, CA 94062 
 
Dear Honorable Irene Zwierlein, Chairperson: 
 
The California Energy Commission (CEC) is responsible for preparing an 
environmental analysis for the proposed San Jose City Data Center and invites 
Amah Mutsun Tribal Band of Mission San Juan Bautista to consult regarding this 
project because of the tribe’s traditional and cultural affiliation, and knowledge 
within the geographic area of the proposed project. 
 
This letter provides general information concerning the current project design, 
includes attached maps depicting the regional and project location, and invites 
you to participate in CEC consultations, pursuant to its Tribal Consultation Policy. 
 
The CEC received an application for a Small Power Plant Exemption (SPPE) 
from the Microsoft Corporation (applicant) on November 15, 2019, for the 
proposed San Jose City Data Center. The project would include 40, 3.0-
megawatt (MW) standby diesel generators and two administrative generators, to 
provide electrical power to support information technology during utility outages 
or certain onsite electrical equipment interruptions. The standby generators 
would be deployed in redundant configurations (that is, all 40 generators would 
never be operating at the same time at 100 percent) to ensure uninterrupted 
power, up to the maximum of 99 MW (with an expected load of 92 MW).  The 
applicant proposes to build the project at 1657 Alviso-Milpitas Road in San Jose, 
California. 
 
Project Description 
 
The approximately 64.5-acre project site is in an area zoned light industrial in 
San Jose, Santa Clara County, California. There are two vacant residences, a 
mobile home, and a storage shed/warehouse currently onsite, which would be 
demolished as part of the project. The applicant proposes to construct two 
buildings with approximately 479,000 gross square feet of administrative and 
data center space. The northern building would be a single-story structure of 
approximately 241,705 square feet with supporting amenities. The southern 
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building would be a single-story structure of approximately 237,268 square feet 
with supporting amenities. Both buildings would include administrative areas, 
restrooms and shower facilities, storage areas, loading docks, backup generator 
yards, storm water bioswales, paved surface parking lots, and landscaping 
features. The proposed project would also include a 230-kilovolt (kV) substation 
with two 230-kV electrical supply lines that would connect to Pacific Gas and 
Electric Company’s Los Esteros Substation, located adjacent to the site.  
 
Small Power Plant Exemption Process 
 
Public Resources Code section 25519(c) designates the CEC as the lead 
agency, in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), for 
all projects seeking an SPPE. The CEC has the exclusive authority to certify all 
thermal power plants (50 MW and greater) and related facilities proposed for 
construction in California. The SPPE process allows applicants with facilities 
between 50 and 100 MW to obtain an exemption from CEC’s jurisdiction and 
proceed with local approval rather than requiring CEC certification. CEC can 
grant an exemption if it finds that the proposed facility would not create a 
substantial adverse impact on the environment or energy resources. In this case, 
the facility is subject to CEC’s licensing authority unless the exemption is 
granted. CEQA requires the lead agency to consider the whole of the action. 
Therefore, the CEC will analyze the entire data center project, which includes 
demolition of existing structures, and the construction and operation of the two 
data center buildings, backup generators, substation, and electrical supply lines. 
 
CEC staff would like to consult with you to better understand Native American 
concerns regarding this project. Please respond to this letter in writing within 30 
days if Amah Mutsun Tribal Band of Mission San Juan Bautista would like to 
request consultation. 
 
To review the SPPE application (19-SPPE-04), and find more information about 
the project and proceedings, please visit the project website: 
 
https://ww2.energy.ca.gov/sitingcases/sj2/ 
 
The CEC staff welcomes your comments or questions. If you have comments or 
questions, please contact Matthew Braun at (916) 654-4543 or 
Matthew.Braun@energy.ca.gov 
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Sincerely, 

 
   
 
 

Thomas Gates, Ph.D. 
 
Tribal Liaison 
Supervisor 
Cultural Resources Unit 
Siting, Transmission, & 
Environmental Protection  

 
 

Enclosure: Regional Location Map  
Project Location Maps 
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December 17, 2019 
 
 
 
Honorable Ann-Marie Sayers, Chairperson 
Indian Canyon Mutsun Band of Costanoan 
P.O. Box 28, Hollister, CA 95024 
 
Dear Honorable Ann-Marie Sayers, Chairperson: 
 
The California Energy Commission (CEC) is responsible for preparing an 
environmental analysis for the proposed San Jose City Data Center and invites 
Indian Canyon Mutsun Band of Costanoan to consult regarding this project 
because of the tribe’s traditional and cultural affiliation, and knowledge within the 
geographic area of the proposed project. 
 
This letter provides general information concerning the current project design, 
includes attached maps depicting the regional and project location, and invites 
you to participate in CEC consultations, pursuant to its Tribal Consultation Policy. 
 
The CEC received an application for a Small Power Plant Exemption (SPPE) 
from the Microsoft Corporation (applicant) on November 15, 2019, for the 
proposed San Jose City Data Center. The project would include 40, 3.0-
megawatt (MW) standby diesel generators and two administrative generators, to 
provide electrical power to support information technology during utility outages 
or certain onsite electrical equipment interruptions. The standby generators 
would be deployed in redundant configurations (that is, all 40 generators would 
never be operating at the same time at 100 percent) to ensure uninterrupted 
power, up to the maximum of 99 MW (with an expected load of 92 MW).  The 
applicant proposes to build the project at 1657 Alviso-Milpitas Road in San Jose, 
California. 
 
Project Description 
 
The approximately 64.5-acre project site is in an area zoned light industrial in 
San Jose, Santa Clara County, California. There are two vacant residences, a 
mobile home, and a storage shed/warehouse currently onsite, which would be 
demolished as part of the project. The applicant proposes to construct two 
buildings with approximately 479,000 gross square feet of administrative and 
data center space. The northern building would be a single-story structure of 
approximately 241,705 square feet with supporting amenities. The southern 
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building would be a single-story structure of approximately 237,268 square feet 
with supporting amenities. Both buildings would include administrative areas, 
restrooms and shower facilities, storage areas, loading docks, backup generator 
yards, storm water bioswales, paved surface parking lots, and landscaping 
features. The proposed project would also include a 230-kilovolt (kV) substation 
with two 230-kV electrical supply lines that would connect to Pacific Gas and 
Electric Company’s Los Esteros Substation, located adjacent to the site.  
 
Small Power Plant Exemption Process 
 
Public Resources Code section 25519(c) designates the CEC as the lead 
agency, in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), for 
all projects seeking an SPPE. The CEC has the exclusive authority to certify all 
thermal power plants (50 MW and greater) and related facilities proposed for 
construction in California. The SPPE process allows applicants with facilities 
between 50 and 100 MW to obtain an exemption from CEC’s jurisdiction and 
proceed with local approval rather than requiring CEC certification. CEC can 
grant an exemption if it finds that the proposed facility would not create a 
substantial adverse impact on the environment or energy resources. In this case, 
the facility is subject to CEC’s licensing authority unless the exemption is 
granted. CEQA requires the lead agency to consider the whole of the action. 
Therefore, the CEC will analyze the entire data center project, which includes 
demolition of existing structures, and the construction and operation of the two 
data center buildings, backup generators, substation, and electrical supply lines. 
 
CEC staff would like to consult with you to better understand Native American 
concerns regarding this project. Please respond to this letter in writing within 30 
days if Indian Canyon Mutsun Band of Costanoan would like to request 
consultation. 
 
To review the SPPE application (19-SPPE-04), and find more information about 
the project and proceedings, please visit the project website: 
 
https://ww2.energy.ca.gov/sitingcases/sj2/ 
 
The CEC staff welcomes your comments or questions. If you have comments or 
questions, please contact Matthew Braun at (916) 654-4543 or 
Matthew.Braun@energy.ca.gov 
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Sincerely, 

 
   
 
 

Thomas Gates, Ph.D. 
 
Tribal Liaison 
Supervisor 
Cultural Resources Unit 
Siting, Transmission, & 
Environmental Protection  

 
 

Enclosure: Regional Location Map  
Project Location Maps 
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December 17, 2019 
 
 
 
Honorable Monica Arellano, Chairperson 
Muwekma Ohlone Tribe of the San Francisco Bay Area 
20885 Redwood Road, Suite 232, Castro Valley, CA 94546 
 
Dear Honorable Monica Arellano, Chairperson: 
 
The California Energy Commission (CEC) is responsible for preparing an 
environmental analysis for the proposed San Jose City Data Center and invites 
Muwekma Ohlone Tribe of the San Francisco Bay Area to consult regarding this 
project because of the tribe’s traditional and cultural affiliation, and knowledge 
within the geographic area of the proposed project. 
 
This letter provides general information concerning the current project design, 
includes attached maps depicting the regional and project location, and invites 
you to participate in CEC consultations, pursuant to its Tribal Consultation Policy. 
 
The CEC received an application for a Small Power Plant Exemption (SPPE) 
from the Microsoft Corporation (applicant) on November 15, 2019, for the 
proposed San Jose City Data Center. The project would include 40, 3.0-
megawatt (MW) standby diesel generators and two administrative generators, to 
provide electrical power to support information technology during utility outages 
or certain onsite electrical equipment interruptions. The standby generators 
would be deployed in redundant configurations (that is, all 40 generators would 
never be operating at the same time at 100 percent) to ensure uninterrupted 
power, up to the maximum of 99 MW (with an expected load of 92 MW).  The 
applicant proposes to build the project at 1657 Alviso-Milpitas Road in San Jose, 
California. 
 
Project Description 
 
The approximately 64.5-acre project site is in an area zoned light industrial in 
San Jose, Santa Clara County, California. There are two vacant residences, a 
mobile home, and a storage shed/warehouse currently onsite, which would be 
demolished as part of the project. The applicant proposes to construct two 
buildings with approximately 479,000 gross square feet of administrative and 
data center space. The northern building would be a single-story structure of 
approximately 241,705 square feet with supporting amenities. The southern 
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building would be a single-story structure of approximately 237,268 square feet 
with supporting amenities. Both buildings would include administrative areas, 
restrooms and shower facilities, storage areas, loading docks, backup generator 
yards, storm water bioswales, paved surface parking lots, and landscaping 
features. The proposed project would also include a 230-kilovolt (kV) substation 
with two 230-kV electrical supply lines that would connect to Pacific Gas and 
Electric Company’s Los Esteros Substation, located adjacent to the site.  
 
Small Power Plant Exemption Process 
 
Public Resources Code section 25519(c) designates the CEC as the lead 
agency, in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), for 
all projects seeking an SPPE. The CEC has the exclusive authority to certify all 
thermal power plants (50 MW and greater) and related facilities proposed for 
construction in California. The SPPE process allows applicants with facilities 
between 50 and 100 MW to obtain an exemption from CEC’s jurisdiction and 
proceed with local approval rather than requiring CEC certification. CEC can 
grant an exemption if it finds that the proposed facility would not create a 
substantial adverse impact on the environment or energy resources. In this case, 
the facility is subject to CEC’s licensing authority unless the exemption is 
granted. CEQA requires the lead agency to consider the whole of the action. 
Therefore, the CEC will analyze the entire data center project, which includes 
demolition of existing structures, and the construction and operation of the two 
data center buildings, backup generators, substation, and electrical supply lines. 
 
CEC staff would like to consult with you to better understand Native American 
concerns regarding this project. Please respond to this letter in writing within 30 
days if Muwekma Ohlone Tribe of the San Francisco Bay Area would like to 
request consultation. 
 
To review the SPPE application (19-SPPE-04), and find more information about 
the project and proceedings, please visit the project website: 
 
https://ww2.energy.ca.gov/sitingcases/sj2/ 
 
The CEC staff welcomes your comments or questions. If you have comments or 
questions, please contact Matthew Braun at (916) 654-4543 or 
Matthew.Braun@energy.ca.gov 
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Sincerely, 

 
   
 
 

Thomas Gates, Ph.D. 
 
Tribal Liaison 
Supervisor 
Cultural Resources Unit 
Siting, Transmission, & 
Environmental Protection  

 
 

Enclosure: Regional Location Map  
Project Location Maps 
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December 17, 2019 
 
 
 
Honorable Katherine Erolinda Perez, Chairperson 
North Valley Yokuts Tribe 
P.O. Box 717, Linden, CA 95236 
 
Dear Honorable Katherine Erolinda Perez, Chairperson: 
 
The California Energy Commission (CEC) is responsible for preparing an 
environmental analysis for the proposed San Jose City Data Center and invites 
North Valley Yokuts Tribe to consult regarding this project because of the tribe’s 
traditional and cultural affiliation, and knowledge within the geographic area of 
the proposed project. 
 
This letter provides general information concerning the current project design, 
includes attached maps depicting the regional and project location, and invites 
you to participate in CEC consultations, pursuant to its Tribal Consultation Policy. 
 
The CEC received an application for a Small Power Plant Exemption (SPPE) 
from the Microsoft Corporation (applicant) on November 15, 2019, for the 
proposed San Jose City Data Center. The project would include 40, 3.0-
megawatt (MW) standby diesel generators and two administrative generators, to 
provide electrical power to support information technology during utility outages 
or certain onsite electrical equipment interruptions. The standby generators 
would be deployed in redundant configurations (that is, all 40 generators would 
never be operating at the same time at 100 percent) to ensure uninterrupted 
power, up to the maximum of 99 MW (with an expected load of 92 MW).  The 
applicant proposes to build the project at 1657 Alviso-Milpitas Road in San Jose, 
California. 
 
Project Description 
 
The approximately 64.5-acre project site is in an area zoned light industrial in 
San Jose, Santa Clara County, California. There are two vacant residences, a 
mobile home, and a storage shed/warehouse currently onsite, which would be 
demolished as part of the project. The applicant proposes to construct two 
buildings with approximately 479,000 gross square feet of administrative and 
data center space. The northern building would be a single-story structure of 
approximately 241,705 square feet with supporting amenities. The southern 
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building would be a single-story structure of approximately 237,268 square feet 
with supporting amenities. Both buildings would include administrative areas, 
restrooms and shower facilities, storage areas, loading docks, backup generator 
yards, storm water bioswales, paved surface parking lots, and landscaping 
features. The proposed project would also include a 230-kilovolt (kV) substation 
with two 230-kV electrical supply lines that would connect to Pacific Gas and 
Electric Company’s Los Esteros Substation, located adjacent to the site.  
 
Small Power Plant Exemption Process 
 
Public Resources Code section 25519(c) designates the CEC as the lead 
agency, in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), for 
all projects seeking an SPPE. The CEC has the exclusive authority to certify all 
thermal power plants (50 MW and greater) and related facilities proposed for 
construction in California. The SPPE process allows applicants with facilities 
between 50 and 100 MW to obtain an exemption from CEC’s jurisdiction and 
proceed with local approval rather than requiring CEC certification. CEC can 
grant an exemption if it finds that the proposed facility would not create a 
substantial adverse impact on the environment or energy resources. In this case, 
the facility is subject to CEC’s licensing authority unless the exemption is 
granted. CEQA requires the lead agency to consider the whole of the action. 
Therefore, the CEC will analyze the entire data center project, which includes 
demolition of existing structures, and the construction and operation of the two 
data center buildings, backup generators, substation, and electrical supply lines. 
 
CEC staff would like to consult with you to better understand Native American 
concerns regarding this project. Please respond to this letter in writing within 30 
days if North Valley Yokuts Tribe would like to request consultation. 
 
To review the SPPE application (19-SPPE-04), and find more information about 
the project and proceedings, please visit the project website: 
 
https://ww2.energy.ca.gov/sitingcases/sj2/ 
 
The CEC staff welcomes your comments or questions. If you have comments or 
questions, please contact Matthew Braun at (916) 654-4543 or 
Matthew.Braun@energy.ca.gov 
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Sincerely, 
 
   
 
 

Thomas Gates, Ph.D. 
 
Tribal Liaison 
Supervisor 
Cultural Resources Unit 
Siting, Transmission, & 
Environmental Protection  

 
 

Enclosure: Regional Location Map  
Project Location Maps 
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December 17, 2019 
 
 
 
Andrew Galvan 
The Ohlone Indian Tribe 
P.O. Box 3388, Fremont, CA 94539 
 
Dear Andrew Galvan: 
 
The California Energy Commission (CEC) is responsible for preparing an 
environmental analysis for the proposed San Jose City Data Center and invites 
The Ohlone Indian Tribe to consult regarding this project because of the tribe’s 
traditional and cultural affiliation, and knowledge within the geographic area of 
the proposed project. 
 
This letter provides general information concerning the current project design, 
includes attached maps depicting the regional and project location, and invites 
you to participate in CEC consultations, pursuant to its Tribal Consultation Policy. 
 
The CEC received an application for a Small Power Plant Exemption (SPPE) 
from the Microsoft Corporation (applicant) on November 15, 2019, for the 
proposed San Jose City Data Center. The project would include 40, 3.0-
megawatt (MW) standby diesel generators and two administrative generators, to 
provide electrical power to support information technology during utility outages 
or certain onsite electrical equipment interruptions. The standby generators 
would be deployed in redundant configurations (that is, all 40 generators would 
never be operating at the same time at 100 percent) to ensure uninterrupted 
power, up to the maximum of 99 MW (with an expected load of 92 MW).  The 
applicant proposes to build the project at 1657 Alviso-Milpitas Road in San Jose, 
California. 
 
Project Description 
 
The approximately 64.5-acre project site is in an area zoned light industrial in 
San Jose, Santa Clara County, California. There are two vacant residences, a 
mobile home, and a storage shed/warehouse currently onsite, which would be 
demolished as part of the project. The applicant proposes to construct two 
buildings with approximately 479,000 gross square feet of administrative and 
data center space. The northern building would be a single-story structure of 
approximately 241,705 square feet with supporting amenities. The southern 
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building would be a single-story structure of approximately 237,268 square feet 
with supporting amenities. Both buildings would include administrative areas, 
restrooms and shower facilities, storage areas, loading docks, backup generator 
yards, storm water bioswales, paved surface parking lots, and landscaping 
features. The proposed project would also include a 230-kilovolt (kV) substation 
with two 230-kV electrical supply lines that would connect to Pacific Gas and 
Electric Company’s Los Esteros Substation, located adjacent to the site.  
 
Small Power Plant Exemption Process 
 
Public Resources Code section 25519(c) designates the CEC as the lead 
agency, in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), for 
all projects seeking an SPPE. The CEC has the exclusive authority to certify all 
thermal power plants (50 MW and greater) and related facilities proposed for 
construction in California. The SPPE process allows applicants with facilities 
between 50 and 100 MW to obtain an exemption from CEC’s jurisdiction and 
proceed with local approval rather than requiring CEC certification. CEC can 
grant an exemption if it finds that the proposed facility would not create a 
substantial adverse impact on the environment or energy resources. In this case, 
the facility is subject to CEC’s licensing authority unless the exemption is 
granted. CEQA requires the lead agency to consider the whole of the action. 
Therefore, the CEC will analyze the entire data center project, which includes 
demolition of existing structures, and the construction and operation of the two 
data center buildings, backup generators, substation, and electrical supply lines. 
 
CEC staff would like to consult with you to better understand Native American 
concerns regarding this project. Please respond to this letter in writing within 30 
days if The Ohlone Indian Tribe would like to request consultation. 
 
To review the SPPE application (19-SPPE-04), and find more information about 
the project and proceedings, please visit the project website: 
 
https://ww2.energy.ca.gov/sitingcases/sj2/ 
 
The CEC staff welcomes your comments or questions. If you have comments or 
questions, please contact Matthew Braun at (916) 654-4543 or 
Matthew.Braun@energy.ca.gov 
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Sincerely, 
 
   
 
 

Thomas Gates, Ph.D. 
 
Tribal Liaison 
Supervisor 
Cultural Resources Unit 
Siting, Transmission, & 
Environmental Protection  
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Project Location Maps 
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