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Doug Karpa · 108 Myrtle Ave.,  Mill Valley,  CA  94941 ·  415.860.6681 ·  dkarpa@karpalaw.com 

EDUCATION 

University of California, Berkeley School of Law (Boalt Hall), J.D. 

● Certificate of Specialization in Environmental Law 
● Prosser Award, Federal Indian Law, Spring 2008 
● Pro Bono Certificate 

● Ecology Law Quarterly Executive & Articles Editor 
● Native American Law Stud. Assoc. Board Member 
● Environmental Law Society Treasurer 

Harvard University, Ph.D., Organismic and Evolutionary Biology (community and evolutionary ecology)  

Stanford University, B.S. with Honors, Biological Sciences 

BAR AND ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIPS 

California (SBN 266365), Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California  

PROFESSIONAL AND ACADEMIC POSITIONS 

Clean Coalition, Policy Director, Menlo Park 

● Developing cutting edge policy innovations in the renewable distributed energy space and 

advocating for aggressive adoption of new approaches to solving energy and climate issues. 

2017 to present 

 

Karpa Natural Resources Law, Principal, Mill Valley, CA 

● Represented and consulted with environmental nonprofits, community organizations and 

individuals on public interest conservation, endangered species and land use policy 

2016 - 2017 

2013 - 2014 

Turtle Island Restoration Network, Legal Program & Science Policy Director, Olema, CA 

● Directed legal, policy and legislative strategies on national and international marine 

conservation, fisheries, endangered species and marine protected areas 

● Developed scientific analyses of key endangered species regulatory decisions 

2014 –2016 

 

Holland & Knight, Associate, San Francisco 

● Obtained land use permits and resolved CEQA, NEPA, endangered species, air quality, 

water quality, and entitlements issues for regulatory approvals. 

2011 –2013 

 

Bingham McCutchen, Associate, San Francisco 

● Represented clients in land use and environmental permitting, including solar projects 

2010 –2011 

Natural Resources Defense Council, Legal Intern, San Francisco 
● Assisted litigation team on air quality, endangered species, and other issues  

2008 –2009 

 

Bingham McCutchen, Summer Associate, Walnut Creek & San Francisco 

● Researched land use, real estate, and environmental legal issues 

2008  

 

Shute, Mihaly and Weinberger, Law Clerk, San Francisco 

• Researched local government and land use law for public and non-profit clients.   

2008 

Center for Biological Diversity, Law Clerk, San Francisco 

● Developed appellate briefs, comment letters, scientific analyses, and litigation research 
2007 

Indiana University, Instructional Consultant, Bloomington, IN 

● Led university-wide initiatives on teaching and promotion of civic engagement 
2001-2005 

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS, BOARDS, AND PROFESSIONAL PROJECTS 
● Former Board member, Marin Conservation League 
● Former Executive Committee, Marin Group, Sierra Club 

● Advisory board, Vice President emeritus, EarthTeam, an environmental education non-profit 

● Co-author, Fossil-Free Bay Area: The future of the region’s energy, SPUR Policy Report (2016) 

● E. Lake, M. Stone, & D. Karpa, California and the U.S. Department of Energy Take Action to Smooth the Way for 
Renewable Projects, 42 Envt’l Law Rep. 10327 (2012) 

● D. Karpa, Loose Canons: The Supreme Court Guns for the Endangered Species Act in National Association of 

Homebuilders v. Defenders of Wildlife, 35 Ecology Law Quarterly 291 (2008) 




