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STATE OF CALIFORNIA- THE RESOURCES AGENCY 

CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION 
1516 NINTH STREET 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814-5512 
www.energy.ca.gov 

Lisa M. Gilmor, Mayor, City of Santa Clara 
City Hall 
1500 Warbuton Avenue 
Santa Clara, CA 95050 

Dear Mayor Gilmor: 

Edmund G. Brown, Jr., Governor 

February 13, 2018 

On December 26, 2017, Vantage Data Centers filed an application with the California 
Energy Commission (Energy Commission) for a Small Power Plant Exemption (SPPE) 
for the McLaren Backup Generating Facility (MBGF) (17-SPPE-01) . Vantage Data 
Centers proposes to deploy 48 diesel-fueled generators with a total backup generation 
capacity of up to 98. 7 megawatts (MW), which would allow the McLaren Data Center 
(MDC) to provide an uninterruptible power supply for its servers. The MDC is currently 
being constructed at 651, 725, and 825 Mathew Street in Santa Clara, California. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The MBGF will consist of 47 diesel-fired backup generators, arranged in three 
generation yards, each designed to serve one of the three server bui ldings that make up 
the MDC. In addition, the MBGF will include one diesel-fired generator capable of 
generating 500 kilowatts (kW) to support a fire pump. Project elements will also include 
switchgear and distribution cabling to interconnect the three generation yards to their 
respective buildings. 

ENERGY COMMISSION'S SMALL POWER PLANT EXEMPTION PROCESS 

The Energy Commission is responsible for reviewing, and ultimately approving or 
denying, all thermal electric power plants, 50 MW and greater, proposed for 
construction in California. The SPPE process allows applicants with projects between 
50 and 100 MW to obtain an exemption from the Energy Commission's jurisdiction and 
proceed with local approval rather than requiring an Energy Commission license. 

The Energy Commission can grant an exemption if it finds that the proposed project 
would not create a substantial adverse impact on the environment or energy resources. 
In accordance with section 25519(c) of the Public Resources Code and the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the Energy Commission serves as the lead agency 
to review an SPPE application and perform any requi red environmental analyses. 



Ms. Lisa M. Gilmer 
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CEQA requires the lead agency to consider the whole of the action. Therefore, the 
Energy Commission will include the entire data center project in its analysis, which 
includes the construction of three new four-story data center buildings, along with the 
installation and operation of the diesel-fired backup generators. 

Energy Commission staff has already begun its analysis of the project. On January 17, 
2018, the Energy Commission appointed a Committee of two Energy Commissioners to 
oversee the proceedings for this project. In the coming months, the Energy Commission 
will conduct a hearing on the proposal to determine whether the project should be 
granted an exemption from the Energy Commission's licensing process. This hearing 
will provide the public and local, state, and federal agencies the opportunity to ask 
questions about, and provide input on, the exemption request. 

We are available to brief you or your staff on the Energy Commission's SPPE process 
and the specifics of Vantage Data Centers' application . To schedule a briefing, please 
contact Barry Steinhart, Director of Governmental Affairs, who can be reached at 
barry.steinhart@energy.ca.gov, or by phone at (916) 654-4942. If you or your staff have 
technical questions related to the application, please contact Leonidas Payne, Siting 
Project Manager, at leonidas.payne@energy.ca.gov, or by phone at (916) 651-0966. 

The status of the proposed project, copies of notices, electronic files of application 
documents, and other relevant documents are available on the project website at 
http://www.energy.ca.gov/sitingcases/mclaren. To receive electronic notices of all 
project-related activities and documents related to the McLaren SPPE, go to the Energy 
Commission's listserve web page (http://energy.ca.gov/listservers), and check the 
"mclaren" box under "Projects Under Review. " 

If your constituents would like to participate in the Energy Commission's review of the 
project, they can contact the Energy Commission's Public Adviser, Alana Mathews, at 
(916) 654-4489 or toll free in California, at (800) 822-6228 or at 
publicadviser@energy.ca.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Drew Bohan 
Executive Director 

cc: Barry Steinhart, Governmental Affairs 
Alana Mathews, Public Adviser 
Shawn Pittard, Siting, Transmission & Environmental Protection Deputy Director 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA - THE RESOURCES AGENCY 

CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION 
1516 NINTH STREET 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814-5512 
www.energy.ca.gov 

Edmund G. Brown, Jr., Governor 

February 13, 2018 

Santa Clara City Councilmembers Pat Kolstad, Dominic J . Caserta, Debi Davis, 
Patricia Mahan, Teresa O'Neill 

1500 Warbuton Avenue 
Santa Clara, CA 95050 

Dear Councilmembers: 

On December 26, 2017, Vantage Data Centers filed an application with the California 
Energy Commission (Energy Commission) for a Small Power Plant Exemption (SPPE) 
for the McLaren Backup Generating Facility (MBGF) (17-SPPE-01 ). Vantage Data 
Centers proposes to deploy 48 diesel-fueled generators with a total backup generation 
capacity of up to 98.7 megawatts (MW), which would allow the McLaren Data Center 
(MDC) to provide an uninterruptible power supply for its servers. The MDC is currently 
being constructed at 651, 725, and 825 Mathew Street in Santa Clara, California. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The MBGF will consist of 47 diesel-fired backup generators, arranged in three 
generation yards, each designed to serve one of the three server buildings that make up 
the MDC. In addition, the MBGF will include one diesel-fired generator capable of 
generating 500 kilowatts (kW) to support a fire pump. Project elements will also include 
switchgear and distribution cabling to interconnect the three generation yards to their 
respective buildings. 

ENERGY COMMISSION'S SMALL POWER PLANT EXEMPTION PROCESS 

The Energy Commission is responsible for reviewing, and ultimately approving or 
denying, al l thermal electric power plants, 50 MW and greater, proposed for 
construction in California. The SPPE process allows applicants with projects between 
50 and 100 MW to obtain an exemption from the Energy Commission's jurisdiction and 
proceed with local approval rather than requiring an Energy Commission license. 

The Energy Commission can grant an exemption if it finds that the proposed project 
would not create a substantial adverse impact on the environment or energy resources. 
In accordance with section 25519(c) of the Public Resources Code and the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the Energy Commission serves as the lead agency 
to review an SPPE application and perform any required environmental analyses. 
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CEQA requires the lead agency to consider the whole of the action. Therefore, the 
Energy Commission will include the entire data center project in its analysis, which 
includes the construction of three new four-story data center buildings, along with the 
installation and operation of the diesel-fired backup generators. 

Energy Commission staff has already begun its analysis of the project. On January 17, 
2018, the Energy Commission appointed a Committee of two Energy Commissioners to 
oversee the proceedings for this project. In the coming months, the Energy Commission 
will conduct a hearing on the proposal to determine whether the project should be 
granted an exemption from the Energy Commission's licensing process. This hearing 
will provide the public and local, state, and federal agencies the opportunity to ask 
questions about, and provide input on, the exemption request. 

We are available to brief you or your staff on the Energy Commission's SPPE process 
and the specifics of Vantage Data Centers' application. To schedule a briefing, please 
contact Barry Steinhart, Director of Governmental Affairs, who can be reached at 
barry.steinhart@energy.ca.gov, or by phone at (916) 654-4942. If you or your staff have 
technical questions related to the application, please contact Leonidas Payne, Siting 
Project Manager, at leonidas.payne@energy.ca.gov, or by phone at (916) 651 -0966. 

The status of the proposed project, copies of notices, electronic fi les of application 
documents, and other relevant documents are available on the project website at 
http://www.energy.ca.gov/sitingcases/mclaren. To receive electronic notices of al l 
project-related activities and documents related to the McLaren SPPE, go to the Energy 
Commission's listserve web page (http://energy.ca.gov/listservers), and check the 
"mclaren" box under "Projects Under Review." 

If your constituents would like to participate in the Energy Commission's review of the 
project, they can contact the Energy Commission's Public Adviser, Alana Mathews, at 
(916) 654-4489 or toll free in California, at (800) 822-6228 or at 
publicadviser@energy.ca.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Drew Bohan 
Executive Director 

cc: Barry Steinhart, Governmental Affairs 
Alana Mathews, Public Adviser 
Shawn Pittard, Siting, Transmission & Environmental Protection Deputy Director 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA- THE RESOURCES AGENCY 

CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION 
1516 NINTH STREET 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814-5512 
www.energy.ca.gov 

Assemblymember Kansen Chu 
1313 N. Milpitas Blvd., Suite 255 
Milpitas, CA 95035 

Dear Assemblymember Chu: 

Edmund G. Brown, Jr., Governor 

February 13, 2018 

On December 26, 2017, Vantage Data Centers filed an application with the California 
Energy Commission (Energy Commission) for a Small Power Plant Exemption (SPPE) 
for the McLaren Backup Generating Facility (MBGF) (17-SPPE-01). Vantage Data 
Centers proposes to deploy 48 diesel-fueled generators with a total backup generation 
capacity of up to 98.7 megawatts (MW), which would allow the McLaren Data Center 
(MDC) to provide an uninterruptible power supply for its servers. The MDC is currently 
being constructed at 651 , 725, and 825 Mathew Street in Santa Clara, California. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The MBGF will consist of 47 diesel-fired backup generators, arranged in three 
generation yards, each designed to serve one of the three server buildings that make up 
the MDC. In addition, the MBGF will include one diesel-fired generator capable of 
generating 500 kilowatts (kW) to support a fire pump. Project elements will also include 
switchgear and distribution cabling to interconnect the three generation yards to their 
respective buildings. 

ENERGY COMMISSION'S SMALL POWER PLANT EXEMPTION PROCESS 

The Energy Commission is responsible for reviewing , and ultimately approving or 
denying, all thermal electric power plants, 50 MW and greater, proposed for 
construction in California. The SPPE process allows applicants with projects between 
50 and 100 MW to obtain an exemption from the Energy Commission's jurisdiction and 
proceed with local approval rather than requiring an Energy Commission license. 

The Energy Commission can grant an exemption if it finds that the proposed project 
would not create a substantial adverse impact on the environment or energy resources. 
In accordance with section 25519(c) of the Public Resources Code and the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the Energy Commission serves as the lead agency 
to review an SPPE application and perform any required environmental analyses. 
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CEQA requires the lead agency to consider the whole of the action. Therefore, the 
Energy Commission will include the entire data center project in its analysis, which 
includes the construction of three new four-story data center buildings, along with the 
installation and operation of the diesel-fired backup generators. 

Energy Commission staff has already begun its analysis of the project. On January 17, 
2018, the Energy Commission appointed a Committee of two Energy Commissioners to 
oversee the proceedings for this project. In the coming months, the Energy Commission 
will conduct a hearing on the proposal to determine whether the project should be 
granted an exemption from the Energy Commission's licensing process. This hearing 
will provide the public and local, state, and federal agencies the opportunity to ask 
questions about, and provide input on, the exemption request. 

We are available to brief you or your staff on the Energy Commission's SPPE process 
and the specifics of Vantage Data Centers' application. To schedule a briefing, please 
contact Barry Steinhart, Director of Governmental Affairs, who can be reached at 
barry.steinhart@energy.ca.gov, or by phone at (916) 654-4942. If you or your staff have 
technical questions related to the application, please contact Leonidas Payne, Siting 
Project Manager, at leonidas.payne@energy.ca.gov, or by phone at (916) 651 -0966. 

The status of the proposed project, copies of notices, electronic files of application 
documents, and other relevant documents are available on the project website at 
http://www.energy.ca.gov/sitingcases/mclaren. To receive electronic notices of all 
project-related activities and documents related to the McLaren SPPE, go to the Energy 
Commission's listserve web page (http://energy.ca.gov/listservers), and check the 
"mclaren" box under "Projects Under Review. " 

If your constituents would like to participate in the Energy Commission's review of the 
project, they can contact the Energy Commission's Public Adviser, Alana Mathews, at 
(916) 654-4489 or toll free in California, at (800) 822-6228 or at 
publicadviser@energy.ca.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Executive Director 

cc: Barry Steinhart, Governmental Affairs 
Alana Mathews, Public Adviser 
Shawn Pittard, Siting, Transmission & Environmental Protection Deputy Director 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA- THE RESOURCES AGENCY 

CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION 
1516 NINTH STREET 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814-5512 
www.energy.ca.gov 

Senator Bob Wieckowski 
39510 Paseo Padre Pkwy., Suite 280 
Fremont, CA 94538 

Dear Senator Wieckowski: 

Edmund G. Brown, Jr., Governor 

February 13, 2018 

On December 26, 2017, Vantage Data Centers filed an application with the California 
Energy Commission (Energy Commission) for a Small Power Plant Exemption (SPPE) 
for the McLaren Backup Generating Facility (MBGF) (17-SPPE-01 ). Vantage Data 
Centers proposes to deploy 48 diesel-fueled generators with a total backup generation 
capacity of up to 98.7 megawatts (MW), which would allow the McLaren Data Center 
(MDC) to provide an uninterruptible power supply for its servers. The MDC is currently 
being constructed at 651 , 725, and 825 Mathew Street in Santa Clara, California. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The MBGF will consist of 47 diesel-fired backup generators, arranged in three 
generation yards, each designed to serve one of the three server buildings that make up 
the MDC. In addition, the MBGF will include one diesel-fired generator capable of 
generating 500 kilowatts (kW) to support a fire pump. Project elements will also include 
switchgear and distribution cabling to interconnect the three generation yards to their 
respective buildings. 

ENERGY COMMISSION'S SMALL POWER PLANT EXEMPTION PROCESS 

The Energy Commission is responsible for reviewing, and ultimately approving or 
denying, all thermal electric power plants, 50 MW and greater, proposed for 
construction in California. The SPPE process allows applicants with projects between 
50 and 100 MW to obtain an exemption from the Energy Commission's jurisdiction and 
proceed with local approval rather than requiring an Energy Commission license. 

The Energy Commission can grant an exemption if it finds that the proposed project 
would not create a substantial adverse impact on the environment or energy resources. 
In accordance with section 25519(c) of the Public Resources Code and the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the Energy Commission serves as the lead agency 
to review an SPPE application and perform any required environmental analyses. 
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CEQA requires the lead agency to consider the whole of the action. Therefore, the 
Energy Commission will include the entire data center project in its analysis, which 
includes the construction of three new four-story data center buildings, along with the 
installation and operation of the diesel-fired backup generators. 

Energy Commission staff has already begun its analysis of the project. On January 17, 
2018, the Energy Commission appointed a Committee of two Energy Commissioners to 
oversee the proceedings for this project. In the coming months, the Energy Commission 
will conduct a hearing on the proposal to determine whether the project should be 
granted an exemption from the Energy Commission's licensing process. This hearing 
will provide the public and local, state, and federal agencies the opportunity to ask 
questions about, and provide input on, the exemption request. 

We are available to brief you or your staff on the Energy Commission's SPPE process 
and the specifics of Vantage Data Centers' application. To schedule a briefing, please 
contact Barry Steinhart, Director of Governmental Affairs, who can be reached at 
barry.steinhart@energy.ca.gov, or by phone at (916) 654-4942. If you or your staff have 
technical questions related to the application, please contact Leonidas Payne, Siting 
Project Manager, at leonidas.payne@energy.ca.gov, or by phone at (916) 651-0966. 

The status of the proposed project, copies of notices, electronic files of application 
documents, and other relevant documents are available on the project website at 
http://www.energy.ca.gov/sitingcases/mclaren. To receive electronic notices of all 
project-related activities and documents related to the McLaren SPPE, go to the Energy 
Commission's listserve web page (http://energy.ca.gov/listservers), and check the 
"mclaren" box under "Projects Under Review." 

If your constituents would like to participate in the Energy Commission's review of the 
project, they can contact the Energy Commission's Public Adviser, Alana Mathews, at 
(916) 654-4489 or toll free in California, at (800) 822-6228 or at 
publicadviser@energy.ca.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Drew Bohan 
Executive Director 

cc: Barry Steinhart, Governmental Affairs 
Alana Mathews, Public Adviser 
Shawn Pittard, Siting, Transmission & Environmental Protection Deputy Director 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA - THE RESOURCES AGENCY 

CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION 
1516 NINTH STREET 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814-5512 
www.energy.ca.gov 

Congressman Ro Khanna 
900 Lafayette Street, Suite 206 
Santa Clara, CA 95050 

Dear Congressman Khanna: 

Edmund G. Brown, Jr., Governor 

February 13, 2018 

On December 26, 2017, Vantage Data Centers filed an application with the California 
Energy Commission (Energy Commission) for a Small Power Plant Exemption (SPPE) 
for the McLaren Backup Generating Faci lity (MBGF) (17-SPPE-01 ). Vantage Data 
Centers proposes to deploy 48 diesel-fueled generators with a total backup generation 
capacity of up to 98.7 megawatts (MW), which would allow the McLaren Data Center 
(MDC) to provide an uninterruptible power supply for its servers. The MDC is currently 
being constructed at 651, 725, and 825 Mathew Street in Santa Clara, California. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The MBGF will consist of 47 diesel-fired backup generators, arranged in three 
generation yards, each designed to serve one of the three server buildings that make up 
the MDC. In addition, the MBGF will include one diesel-fired generator capable of 
generating 500 kilowatts (kW) to support a fire pump. Project elements will also include 
switchgear and distribution cabling to interconnect the three generation yards to their 
respective buildings. 

ENERGY COMMISSION'S SMALL POWER PLANT EXEMPTION PROCESS 

The Energy Commission is responsible for reviewing, and ultimately approving or 
denying, all thermal electric power plants, 50 MW and greater, proposed for 
construction in California. The SPPE process allows applicants with projects between 
50 and 100 MW to obtain an exemption from the Energy Commission's jurisdiction and 
proceed with local approval rather than requiring an Energy Commission license. 

The Energy Commission can grant an exemption if it finds that the proposed project 
would not create a substantial adverse impact on the environment or energy resources. 
In accordance with section 25519(c) of the Public Resources Code and the California 
Environmental Qual ity Act (CEQA), the Energy Commission serves as the lead agency 
to review an SPPE application and perform any required environmental analyses. 
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CEQA requires the lead agency to consider the whole of the action. Therefore, the 
Energy Commission will include the entire data center project in its analysis, which 
includes the construction of three new four-story data center buildings, along with the 
installation and operation of the diesel-fired backup generators. 

Energy Commission staff has already begun its analysis of the project. On January 17, 
2018, the Energy Commission appointed a Committee of two Energy Commissioners to 
oversee the proceedings for this project. In the coming months, the Energy Commission 
will conduct a hearing on the proposal to determine whether the project should be 
granted an exemption from the Energy Commission's licensing process. This hearing 
will provide the public and local, state, and federal agencies the opportunity to ask 
questions about, and provide input on, the exemption request. 

We are available to brief you or your staff on the Energy Commission's SPPE process 
and the specifics of Vantage Data Centers' application. To schedule a briefing, please 
contact Barry Steinhart, Director of Governmental Affairs, who can be reached at 
barry.steinhart@energy.ca.gov, or by phone at (916) 654-4942. If you or your staff have 
technical questions related to the application, please contact Leonidas Payne, Siting 
Project Manager, at leonidas.payne@energy.ca.gov, or by phone at (916) 651 -0966. 

The status of the proposed project, copies of notices, electronic fi les of application 
documents, and other relevant documents are available on the project website at 
http://www.energy.ca.gov/sitingcases/mclaren. To receive electronic notices of all 
project-related activities and documents related to the McLaren SPPE, go to the Energy 
Commission's listserve web page (http://energy.ca.gov/listservers), and check the 
"mclaren" box under "Projects Under Review. " 

If your constituents would like to participate in the Energy Commission's review of the 
project, they can contact the Energy Commission's Public Adviser, Alana Mathews, at 
(916) 654-4489 or toll free in California, at (800) 822-6228 or at 
publicadviser@energy.ca.gov. 

Sincerely, 

£---
Drew Bohan 
Executive Director 

cc: Barry Steinhart, Governmental Affairs 
Alana Mathews, Public Adviser 
Shawn Pittard, Siting, Transmission & Environmental Protection Deputy Director 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA - THE RESOURCES AGENCY 

CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION 
1516 NINTH STREET 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814-5512 
www.energy.ca.gov 

Senator Kamala Harris 
50 United Nations Plaza, Suite 5584 
San Francisco, CA 94102 

Dear Senator Harris: 

Edmund G. Brown, Jr., Governor 

February 13, 2018 

On December 26, 2017, Vantage Data Centers filed an application with the California 
Energy Commission (Energy Commission) for a Small Power Plant Exemption (SPPE) 
for the McLaren Backup Generating Facility (MBGF) (17-SPPE-01 ). Vantage Data 
Centers proposes to deploy 48 diesel-fueled generators with a total backup generation 
capacity of up to 98. 7 megawatts (MW), which would allow the McLaren Data Center 
(MDC) to provide an uninterruptible power supply for its servers. The MDC is currently 
being constructed at 651, 725, and 825 Mathew Street in Santa Clara, California. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The MBGF will consist of 47 diesel-fired backup generators, arranged in three 
generation yards, each designed to serve one of the three server buildings that make up 
the MDC. In addition, the MBGF will include one diesel-fired generator capable of 
generating 500 kilowatts (kW) to support a fire pump. Project elements will also include 
switchgear and distribution cabling to interconnect the three generation yards to their 
respective buildings. 

ENERGY COMMISSION'S SMALL POWER PLANT EXEMPTION PROCESS 

The Energy Commission is responsible for reviewing, and ultimately approving or 
denying, all thermal electric power plants, 50 MW and greater, proposed for 
construction in Cal ifornia. The SPPE process allows applicants with projects between 
50 and 100 MW to obtain an exemption from the Energy Commission's jurisdiction and 
proceed with local approval rather than requiring an Energy Commission license. 

The Energy Commission can grant an exemption if it finds that the proposed project 
would not create a substantial adverse impact on the environment or energy resources. 
In accordance with section 25519(c) of the Public Resources Code and the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the Energy Commission serves as the lead agency 
to review an SPPE application and perform any required environmental analyses. 
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CEQA requires the lead agency to consider the whole of the action. Therefore, the 
Energy Commission will include the entire data center project in its analysis, which 
includes the construction of three new four-story data center buildings, along with the 
installation and operation of the diesel-fired backup generators. 

Energy Commission staff has already begun its analysis of the project. On January 17, 
2018, the Energy Commission appointed a Committee of two Energy Commissioners to 
oversee the proceedings for this project. In the coming months, the Energy Commission 
will conduct a hearing on the proposal to determine whether the project should be 
granted an exemption from the Energy Commission's licensing process. This hearing 
will provide the public and local, state, and federal agencies the opportunity to ask 
questions about, and provide input on, the exemption request. 

We are available to brief you or your staff on the Energy Commission's SPPE process 
and the specifics of Vantage Data Centers' application. To schedule a briefing , please 
contact Barry Steinhart, Director of Governmental Affairs, who can be reached at 
barry.steinhart@energy.ca.gov, or by phone at (916) 654-4942. If you or your staff have 
technical questions related to the application, please contact Leonidas Payne, Siting 
Project Manager, at leonidas.payne@energy.ca.gov, or by phone at (916) 651 -0966. 

The status of the proposed project, copies of notices, electronic files of application 
documents, and other relevant documents are available on the project website at 
http://www.energy.ca.gov/sitingcases/mclaren. To receive electronic notices of all 
project-related activities and documents related to the McLaren SPPE, go to the Energy 
Commission's listserve web page (http://energy.ca.gov/l istservers), and check the 
"mclaren" box under "Projects Under Review. " 

If your constituents would like to participate in the Energy Commission's review of the 
project, they can contact the Energy Commission's Public Adviser, Alana Mathews, at 
(916) 654-4489 or toll free in California, at (800) 822-6228 or at 
publicadviser@energy.ca.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Executive Director 

cc: Barry Steinhart, Governmental Affairs 
Alana Mathews, Public Adviser 
Shawn Pittard, Siting, Transmission & Environmental Protection Deputy Director 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA - THE RESOURCES AGENCY 

CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION 
1516 NINTH STREET 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814-551 2 
www.energy.ca.gov 

Senator Dianne Feinstein 
One Post Street, Suite 2450 
San Francisco, CA 94104 

Dear Senator Feinstein: 

Edmund G. Brown, Jr .• Governor 

February 13, 2018 

On December 26, 2017, Vantage Data Centers filed an application with the California 
Energy Commission (Energy Commission) for a Small Power Plant Exemption (SPPE) 
for the McLaren Backup Generating Facility (MBGF) (17-SPPE-01). Vantage Data 
Centers proposes to deploy 48 diesel-fueled generators with a total backup generation 
capacity of up to 98. 7 megawatts (MW), which would allow the McLaren Data Center 
(MDC) to provide an uninterruptible power supply for its servers. The MDC is currently 
being constructed at 651, 725, and 825 Mathew Street in Santa Clara, California. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The MBGF will consist of 47 diesel-fired backup generators, arranged in three 
generation yards, each designed to serve one of the three server buildings that make up 
the MDC. In addition, the MBGF will include one diesel-fired generator capable of 
generating 500 kilowatts (kW) to support a fire pump. Project elements will also include 
switchgear and distribution cabling to interconnect the three generation yards to their 
respective buildings. 

ENERGY COMMISSION'S SMALL POWER PLANT EXEMPTION PROCESS 

The Energy Commission is responsible for reviewing, and ultimately approving or 
denying, all thermal electric power plants, 50 MW and greater, proposed for 
construction in California. The SPPE process allows applicants with projects between 
50 and 100 MW to obtain an exemption from the Energy Commission's jurisdiction and 
proceed with local approval rather than requiring an Energy Commission license. 

The Energy Commission can grant an exemption if it finds that the proposed project 
would not create a substantial adverse impact on the environment or energy resources. 
In accordance with section 25519(c) of the Public Resources Code and the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the Energy Commission serves as the lead agency 
to review an SPPE application and perform any required environmental analyses. 
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CEQA requires the lead agency to consider the whole of the action. Therefore, the 
Energy Commission will include the entire data center project in its analysis, which 
includes the construction of three new four-story data center buildings, along with the 
installation and operation of the diesel-fired backup generators. 

Energy Commission staff has already begun its analysis of the project. On January 17, 
2018, the Energy Commission appointed a Committee of two Energy Commissioners to 
oversee the proceedings for this project. In the coming months, the Energy Commission 
will conduct a hearing on the proposal to determine whether the project should be 
granted an exemption from the Energy Commission's licensing process. This hearing 
will provide the public and local, state, and federal agencies the opportunity to ask 
questions about, and provide input on, the exemption request. 

We are available to brief you or your staff on the Energy Commission's SPPE process 
and the specifics of Vantage Data Centers' application. To schedule a briefing, please 
contact Barry Steinhart, Director of Governmental Affairs, who can be reached at 
barry.steinhart@energy.ca.gov, or by phone at (916) 654-4942. If you or your staff have 
technical questions related to the application, please contact Leonidas Payne, Siting 
Project Manager, at leon idas.payne@energy.ca.gov, or by phone at (916) 651 -0966. 

The status of the proposed project, copies of notices, electronic files of application 
documents, and other relevant documents are available on the project website at 
http://www.energy.ca.gov/sitingcases/mclaren. To receive electronic notices of all 
project-related activities and documents related to the McLaren SPPE, go to the Energy 
Commission's listserve web page (http://energy.ca.gov/listservers), and check the 
"mclaren" box under "Projects Under Review." 

If your constituents would like to participate in the Energy Commission's review of the 
project, they can contact the Energy Commission's Public Adviser, Alana Mathews, at 
(916) 654-4489 or toll free in California, at (800) 822-6228 or at 
publicadviser@energy.ca.gov. 

Sincerely, 

d 
Drew Bohan 
Executive Director 

cc: Barry Steinhart, Governmental Affairs 
Alana Mathews, Public Adviser 
Shawn Pittard, Siting, Transmission & Environmental Protection Deputy Director 
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