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ACM Approval Manual

Clarifying language regarding major and minor
software changes

Clarified abllity for nonresidential software to use
alternate simulation engines; new Section 1.1.5

1.1.5 Alternative Nonresidential Energy Simulation Engines

Software vendors may propose to use alternative energy simulation engines for
nonresidential modeling, provided the energy simulation engine passes ASHRAE 140 (2014)
and produces results that are accurate to the simulation results of the Compliance Manager
within a negligible margin of error, meaning that it has no effecton the determination of
building compliance or noncompliance or on final metrics such as percent compliance

margin.

The compliance rules containedin the Compliance Manager shall still be implemented in the
vendor software: the vendor shall not establish differing compliance rules from those that
have been approved by the Energy Commission for use in the Compliance Manager. The
Energy Commission shall verify that the simulation is accurate compared to the Compliance
Manager and that the implemented compliance rules are identical.

L) ' ¥
r. s
Ll 1]
I‘ ENERGY COMMISSION |

~—



Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are the changes to the ACM Approval Manual, which is different from the ACM Reference Manual.  The ACM Approval Manual explains the requirements for the approval of compliance software.  We have made a few clarifications regarding major and minor software changes.  But the biggest change is regarding the approval of nonresideintial software using an alternate simulation engine. Candidate software does not have to use EnergyPlus as its simulation engine as long as it can be proven equivalent by the software developer.
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How to submit written comments

« We strongly encourage submitting written comments via e-file.
Comments on the proposed 2019 Energy Code can be submitted to:
https://efiling.energy.ca.gov/EComment/EComment.aspx?docketnumb
er=17-BSTD-02.

Comments on the proposed 2019 CALGreen can be submitted to:
https://efiling.energy.ca.gov/EComment/EComment.aspx?docketnumb
er=17-BSTD-03.

« Comments can also be submitted physically or by e-mail, here:
California Energy Commission
Dockets Office, MS-4
Re: Docket No. 17-BSTD-02 (for CALGreen, 03)
1516 Ninth Street
Sacramento, CA 95814-5512
Docket@energy.ca.gov



Presenter
Presentation Notes
We strongly encourage folks submitting comments to use our e-filing system: this is a fully automated system that ensures each comment is docketed into our proceeding.  If you need to submit information or documents via physical mail, the mailing address of our Dockets office is below.  Lastly, if for any reason the e-filing website is unavailable, you can submit comments to our Dockets office via e-mail.

The final deadline for all written comments is March 5th by 5:00 PM.  It’s easy to remember: March 5, by 5.  Oral comments can also be made to the Commissioners at the Business Meeting where the adoption of the 2019 Standards is considered.  We’re going to repeat this after each presentation, just in case anyone has tuned in just for that portion of the Hearing.  I’d like to now open the floor to public comments on this Subchapter.
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