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What is an inflatable spa?What is an inflatable spa?

Sold in retail 
packaging

Inflatable side 
walls and cover

135 – 250 gal. of 
water capacity

Filtration, heating and air 
jet unit included 

$300 - $600 
average retail

104F Max 
Temp



Who Benefits from Inflatable SpasWho Benefits from Inflatable Spas

Low Income Consumer Renters Retailers Spa Industry

Low product and operational costs 
allow consumers with limited budgets 
to enjoy the benefits of owning a spa.  
The product is also ideal for small 
spaces that traditional spas cannot fit.

The inflatable characteristics make the 
spa easy to transport and set-up 
between multiple locations.  The 110v 
plug and play feature doesn’t require 
any professional installation of fixed 
electric lines.

Price points and compact retail 
packaging provide retailers of all sizes 
the ability to offer a product that is 
gaining popularity amongst 
consumers nationwide

The product is a “stepping stone” item 
that allows potential spa owners the 
ability to test out actually owning a 
spa at a low investment.  In turn this 
will build the confidence of consumers 
to invest in more permanent, hard 
sided spas going forward.



Additional Product InformationAdditional Product Information

Lifespan

Seasonal Usage 

CA market size

Inflatable spas will last a consumer an 
average of 3 years

Intended to be used 6-7 months of 
the year to avoid being exposed to 
freezing temperatures

Estimated 15,000 pcs. sold in 
California during 2015

Metric Inflatable Spa Portable Spa
Lifespan 3 years 10 years
Usage/standby Temporary/seasonal Permanent/year round
Weight 100 lb 1000 lb – 2000 lb
Delivery Passenger car Truck & Crane
Cost $300 - $600 $5,000 - $12,000

Electrical 110V Plug-’n-Play
110V or generally 220V 
Hardwire

Portability Unlimited Limited
Storability Yes No



Consumer SatisfactionConsumer Satisfaction

Affordability is key to enabling a 
whole segment of lower income 
Californians to enjoy all of the 
benefits of a spa as can be seen 
in the following consumer 
reviews:























Situation for Inflatable Spas in CaliforniaSituation for Inflatable Spas in California

Portable electric spas are factory-built, 
free-standing electric spas or hot tub 
units that can be rigid,
flexible, or inflatable.

Title-20 Portable Spa Definition

Inflatable spas are tested to the same 
standard as insulated, hard sided spas.

Due to the nature of inflatable PVC 
material used on the tub and cover, 
convection occurs more rapidly 
compared to a hard sided spa.  

Impossible to reach CEC 
Efficiency Standard

Manufacturers are unable to meet these 
standards without abandoning the 
concept of an inflatable spa altogether.



Industry ProposalIndustry Proposal

Develop Separate Category for 
Storable Spas

Definition:
A free-standing storable product, utilizing a 
collapsible main structure to form the 
vessel. This structure is capable of being 
disassembled, folded and stored during 
extended periods of non-use. Storable 
Electric Spas are supplied with a cord-
connected equipment package that 
integrates the pump, heater, blower and or 
jet pump for water circulation, heating and 
sanitization. Storable Electric Spas are not 
designed or intended for long term use.

Independent Standards for 
Storable Spas

168

500

250

Portable Spa
Requirement

Inflatable Spas
Currently

Storable Spa
Proposal

Set aggressive, yet achievable standards for the 
portable category

Measured in Watts per the Title 20 Test Method



Advantages of ProposalAdvantages of Proposal

 The annual energy consumption is reduced from the CEC calculation of $59 per month, which was  annualized to 
$34.41 per month using the 7 month use period, to a usage of $29.14 per month, or $17.00 per month annualized.

 The total energy consumption for the estimated 15,000 units sold annually would be reduced from the projected 
39.6GWh per year to about 19.8GWh 

 This would represent 1.42% of the total projected 2019 energy use of the portable spas of 1,386GWh.

 Assuming sales of 15,000 units in 2019 versus the stock of 609,479, Inflatable spas would be 2.46% of the stock but 
use only 1.42% of the projected energy usage

 Overall, California consumers would have access to a low cost, innovative item that would only cost them roughly 
$612 of electricity over the product lifecycle.

* Calculations derived from Appendix B of the Revised Proposal



ConclusionConclusion

If the Commission upholds the current the proposed definition and groups inflatable/storable spas amongst the 
larger Portable Spa category, this product will be continue to be banned for sale in the state and out of reach for 
low income consumers.

We believe that our proposal strikes a balance by offering a more energy efficient product while keeping the 
product itself low cost and user friendly.
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