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February L5,2417

The Honorable Henry Stern

State Capitol, Boom 3070

Sacramento, CA 95814

S\)(Eff EN f R PRODUCI"S CO,vlPAl"{Y

slhtcE"t923

T

Via Email:

$engto r,Ste,rn P sen?Lq.ca. so-Y

Fax: {916) 657-4927

RE: 58 57 i$terni * 0PP05t

Dear Senator Stern:

Sweetener prodr*cts Company must oppose Senate Bill 57, which would continue ihe prohibition of

natural gas injections at the Aliso Canyon storage facility (Aliso Canyon) until the third-party root cause

analysis of the leak that $tarted in october 2015 has been compieted and reNeaild. I would further

require the California public Utilities Commission (CPUC) to complete its analysir regarding the need tur

the Aliso Canyon storage facility by December 37,2017.

We are extremely concerned that extending the moratorium on injections could have significant and far-

reaching conseqilences on the stability of the region's energy supply, potentially'resulting in natural gas

shortages, which, in turn, could lead to electric blackouts. \

SB 57 does not enhance safety at Aliso Canyon" Safety concerns about the facility have already been

addressed by the California legislature through Senate Bill 380 {Pafley), whicHtequired a

Comprehensive Safety Review to be compteted at the facility and approved by thE State Oitard 6as

Supervisor and the Executive Director of the CPUC before injections of natural 8as can resume.

Over the last year, SoCalGas has gone beyond the requirements of SB 380 and by making sxtensive

physical upgrades and deploying advanced technologies to enhance safety at Aliso Canyon. ThEse state-

of-the-art enhancernents strengthened the facility's infrastructure, introduced real-time pressure

monitoring, and enabled irnproved communications with stakeholders. This was confirmed by the CPIJC

in a January Ll,ZALT report, which found thatSoCal6as was,in fullcompliance with all of the new,

forward-looking safety provisions pursuant to SB 380. Ttrat report also foUnd that there is not enough

natural gas stored at Aliso to maintain a reliable supply of power this surnmer'

Aliso Canyon is an impoieant part of interdependent natural gas and el*ctricity systems in Southern

Califor:nia and is necessary for SoCal$as to rnaintain safe and reliable service. The unnecessary

destabilization of the region's energy supply would negatively impact thousands of burinesses and

crucial infrastructure providers, as well as the safety and well-being of our qommunities"
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We *re oot alone jn thsse @ncern3. ln fsgt, a serles of technical reports issued by state ragulatory
agsncies and lndependently vetted by intemationllly-recognlred technical exprrtc *.the Natioml
Labordtori$ hsw detefnined tlhat the natufal gas supplies rt Aliso Cianyo! are neesqsary to eddrese

relia bility:concerns and to ilppon r&sona hte utility rate$.

The cqnfirmation qf All$o Canyonfs cafeg, alolg witlr the claer,need for tha storage faeili{, as

articulated in the above-mentioned technical reports, points to a simple concluslon: it is tlme for the

facility to resum* op+ratisn without further delay,

Thank you for,your consideration.

Sincerely,

>#,iw
\tds'eph E. Tack

President

cc: The Honorable Edmund G. Brown, Jr.

Governor, State af edifornia

State Caritol, 1* Fl.

Sacramrntor CA 95814
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