
DOCKETED

Docket Number: 16-OIR-05

Project Title: AB 1110 Implementation Rulemaking

TN #: 217184

Document Title: Todd Jones Comments Slides from 4-17-17 meeting with CRS and CEC

Description: N/A

Filer: System

Organization: Todd Jones/Center for Resource Solutions (CRS)

Submitter Role: Public

Submission Date: 4/19/2017 2:54:46 PM

Docketed Date: 4/19/2017

file:///C:/Users/svc_SP_Admin/AppData/Local/Temp/62ceb6f1-5d44-42aa-b667-07bd2cf431f0


Comment Received From: Todd Jones
Submitted On: 4/19/2017
Docket Number: 16-OIR-05

Slides from 4/17/2017 meeting with CRS and CEC

Additional submitted attachment is included below.

file:///C:/Users/svc_SP_Admin/AppData/Local/Temp/e59054f7-b17b-48ac-b62d-ff9cb83deb3a


1 2



3 4



5 6



7 8



9 10



11 12



13 14



15 16



17 18



19 20



21 22



23 24



25 26



27 28



29 30



31

While	entities	purchasing	null	power	may	not	be	obligated	to	do	GHG	reporting,	

depending	on	state	regulations,	where	they	are	or	do,	they	could	not	report	the	null	

power	as	renewable	or	as	having	the	GHG	emissions	profile	of	renewable	energy	

without	violating	the	FTC	as	well	as	widely-accepted	GHG	methodologies	endorsed	by	

US	EPA,	DOE,	and	others.	There	is	no	double	counting,	unless	attributes	are	assigned	

to	both	the	electricity	and	the	REC.	
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GHG	allowances	do	not	carry	the	zero	GHG	attributes	of	electricity	generation	and	

cannot	be	used	to	convey	use	of	renewable	energy	or	zero	emissions	energy	in	

California	or	anywhere	else.	A	cap-and-trade	system	and	the	use	of	GHG	allowances	

affects	the	avoided	grid	emissions	attribute	of	renewable	energy,	not	the	emissions	

factor	attribute,	which	is	nevertheless	contained	exclusively	in	the	REC.	It	is	this	

attribute	which	is	relevant	to	emissions	disclosure.	PSD	conveys	fuel	type	attributes	

to	electricity	consumers,	which	is	also	unaffected	by	GHG	allowances.	
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The	language	at	CAL.	PUB.	UTIL.	CODE	§ 399.12	(h)(2)	excluding	“emissions	reduction	

credits”	from	the	attributes	included	in	a	REC	is	intended	to	prevent	disruption	of	

existing	air	regulations	in	California	and	is	not	related	to	the	direct	GHG	emissions	

factor	attribute	of	renewable	energy	contained	in	the	REC	or	general	grid	GHG	

reduction	claims.	See	CPUC	Decision	08-08-028:	

http://docs.cpuc.ca.gov/word_pdf/FINAL_DECISION/86954.pdf.	See	the	final	order	

(p.44-46)	as	well	as	sections	4.1.2.3.2	(conclusions	on	p.22-27)	and	4.2.	
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This	is	not	consistent	with	the	RPS,	which	treats	these	as	renewable,	and	creates	a	

separate	accounting	standard	for	renewables	used	toward	the	RPS	and	those	that	are	

not.	
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Quite	the	opposite.	In	fact,	this	double	counting	is	an	example	of	the	problems	that	

come	from	not	synchronizing	accounting	methods	and	recognizing	instruments	used	

in	other	policies	(i.e.	RPS	with	C&T/MRR).	This	double	counting	is	the	direct	result	of	

not	recognizing	that	the	claim	to	RE	deliveries	lies	exclusively	with	the	REC	and	

instead	choosing	to	account	for	emissions	for	specified	imports	based	on	the	

underlying	power,	therefore	creating	a	different	accounting	mechanism	for	RE	

deliveries	than	what	is	used	in	the	RPS.	
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