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ORDER NO. 91-0417-3(d) 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Energy Resources Conservation 
and Development Commission 

In the Matter of: } 
} 

Sycamore Cogeneration Company's } 
Sycamore Cogeneration Project } __________________ } 

Docket No. 84-AFC-6C 

Order Approving the 
Modification of the 
Project Design and the 
Addition of a new Biology 
Condition of Certification. 

Sycamore Cogeneration Company (SCC) submitted a request to the 
California Energy Commission {CEC} to amend the project design as 
approved in the Commission Decision for the Sycamore Cogeneration 
Project Design. In November, 1989, Texaco formed a new subsidiary 
called the Texaco Cogeneration and Power Company (TCAP}. TCAP is an 
umbrella company for all Texaco power projects, including the 
Sycamore and Kern River(Omar Hill) Cogeneration Companies. 

To accommodate TCAP's increase in office personnel, sec will expand 
its existing administration building by 4,340 square feet, moving the 
exterior administration building wall approximately 62 feet to the 
west of its present location. Expansion of the administration 
building also requires relocating the existing driveway and gate, 
which provide access to the fenced gas turbine generator area, 
approximately 62 feet to the west. In addition, sec plans to 
construct a new maintenance shop 10,000 square feet in size, to be 
located within the existing graded, fenced pad on which the company's 
four gas turbines are located. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff concludes that the proposed amendment is noncontroversial in 
nature, and recommends Commission approval for the following reasons: 

1. Staff analyzed the request and concludes that there would be no 
significant additional environmental impacts associated with 
approving the request; 

2. Staff requested comments from all interested parties, and did 
not receive opposing comments from any interested party or 
agency; 

3. The proposed change retains the intent of the Decision adopted 
by the Commission; 



4. The proposed change is based on 
reasonably or readily available 
Commission Certification; and 

information which was not 
to the parties prior to 

5. The licensee, sec, concurs with CEC staff's proposed new biology 
condition for the administration building expansion and 
maintenance facility construction project. 

CONCLUSION AND ORDER 

The California Energy Commission hereby adopts staff's recommendation 
and findings as its own, and Orders that the Sycamore Cogeneration 
Project design be modified to allow the expansion of the existing 
administration building by 4,340 square feet, and construction of a 
new maintenance facility 10,000 square feet in size to be located 
within the existing graded, fenced gas turbine generator pad. 

sec shall abide by the current Conditions of Certification in 
constructing the administration building expansion and maintenance 
facility. Further, the California Energy Commission hereby adopts 
the following new condition for the Sycamore Cogeneration Project: 

To avoid potential impacts to sensitive biological resources in 
the area, all excess dirt not used in the site construction will 
be placed on the surface of the existing roads. Dirt will not 
be stockpiled on or disposed of on any vegetated areas or in any 
way be allowed to impact sensitive biological resources in the 
area. Prior to the start of construction of the new 
maintenance facility, expansion of the administration building, 
and relocation of the driveway and gate, Sycamore Cogeneration 
Company will provide the CEC CPM a site plan that identifies the 
location of fill stockpiles and areas to be used for disposal of 
excess fill. 

Verification: Sycamore Cogeneration Company will provide 
written notice of the planned methods for disposal and 
stockpiling of fill for the administration building expansion 
and access road realignment 15 days prior to the start of 
construction. 

Date:~~fa_.p_r~i_l~l_7_,~1_9~9_1~-



To: J. Brownell 

From: T. Maderas~ 

April 15, 1991 \\'~•f 
t ,~ 
\ \\ ~ 

) t 
Subject: Sycamore Building Construction Plants affected by \I ,} 
construction activities ~ \ 

~{ 
As you know Sycamore Cogeneration has submitted an amendment to \ 
expand office/maintenance space at the power plant site. During\." ~l 
the amendment analysis process, you expressed concern that certain "-' 
plants could be affected during the construction process and have 1 \ 
proposed a new condition to reflect your concern. t S 

During the preliminary agenda review meeting with Kent Smith he f , 
requested information as to what specific plants m · aff ec~ted ~ \= 
Mel has discussed this request with you n several occasions 
however to date he has not had a response. 

We are having the Final Agenda Review meeting today at 11:00 AM and 
will need to respond to Kent's inquiry concerning the specific 
plants which may be affected. 



The si:ecies of concern, the listing agency and the status of 

ttiese plants are listed in Table V. B. 3-1. Historical ard 

recently discovered/confirrred locations for some of these 

sensitive species are also noted (Fefer to Figure V.8. ~l, 

Biological Sensitivities). The compilation of these species 

was made by ccnsulting the California N:ltural Diversity l:ata 

Base, housed at California Cepartment of Fish and Game 

heacquarters in Sacramento and by revie.\ling appropriate 

literature, particularly the California fie tive Plant Society 

list of sensitive plant species (Snith et al 1980) and recent 

biological surveys perforrred in the area (Westec 

Services 1981, 1984). 

A recent seard'l of the project facilities (September, 1984) by 

SCE biologists revealed the presence of a,ly o,e of the 

potential sensitive plant species (Table V.B.3-1). This 

species, the Bakersfield cactus ((Op~ti-~ basi1arJs'::;£SP 

trealeasei) occurs at several localities· "'ilcng the-~~osed 

transmission line route. Other recent surveys of the project 

area (FGaE 1981 and Westec Services 1984), particularly the 

transmission line route, have revealed the presence of cne 

other sensitive plant _s,pec.,ies in the area. This species is 

Cotto,y buclo,hea(:"fiiogcnum ~~~Y~ 

Habitat for other sensitive plant species, particularly those 

occurring in the Foothill Woodland commu'lity (Clarkia exilis 

and Mimulus pictus) or in localized edap,ic conditions 

(Fritillaria agrestis. F. striata, Eremald1e kernensis), 

ar:;pears to be lacking within project bou,daries. 

V.B-10 



Species/Habit 

Atriplex tularensis Cov. Erect 
annual uith si111>le or sparsely 
branched stens. Fls. June-October. 

Atriple,~ val licola Hoover. 
White-scurfy annual with slender 
spreading hranches fron base. 
F ls. June-Aug. 

Cirsillfl crassicaule (Greene) 
Jeps. Possibly an annual, 
3-6 ft. tall, fls. whitish 
or pinlish. Fls. June-Aug. 

Clarkia calientensis Vasek. 

Clarkia exilis Lewis and Vasek. 
Small ennual with lavender-pink 
to whit~ petals, often with a 
darker ~ed-purple spot at base. 
Fls. Apri 1-ftay. 

Cordy 1 arithus rm 11 is Gray 
ssp. hispidus (Penn.) Chuang 
and Heckard. Small annual, 
approxia~tely 6-8 in. tall, 
flower is yellowish or cream. 
Fls. June-July. 

TABLE V.B.3-1. SENSITIVE FLORA THAT PIAY OCCUR IN THE STUDY AREA 
Sheet 1 of 5 

Taxon Code 
Camon Name 

ATTU 
Bakersfield 
saltbrush 

ATVA 
Lost Hills 
saltbush 

CICR 
slough thistle 

CLCA-2 
Vasek• s cl ark ia 

CLEX 
slender clarkia 

COMOH 
hispid 
bird's beak 

Habitat 

Alkaline plains; edge of 
Alkali Sink; Bakersfield 
region, Kern co. 

Dried rain pools and 
flats; Valley Grassland; 
Kern and Fresno Co. 

Shallow water and wet places 
in fields near San Joaquin 
River, San Joaquin Co. "ay 
be found near Kern River. 

Piostly in shaded places, 
below 2,000 ft.; Foothill 
Woodland; Sierran foothills 
of Tulare and Kern Co. 

Alkaline places, Valley 
Grassland COlllll.lnity; 
Merced to Kern Co. 

CNPS 
R-E-V-0 

List 1 
(Presmied 
Extinct) 

List 2 
2-2-2-3 

List 2 
2-2-2-3 

List 2 
2-1-1-3 

List 3 
1-1-1-3 

List 2 
1-2-2-3 

USFWS 

Proposed, 
Category 1 

Proposed, 
Category 1 

Proposed, 
Category 1 

Proposed, 
Category 2 

Not 
Listed 

Proposed, 
category 2 

CDFG 

Not 
Listed 

Not 
Listed 

Not 
Listed 

Not 
Listed 

Not 
Listed 

Not 
Listed 



Speci eshtabit 

Delphinuim g.ypsophilllD Ewan 
ssp. ~ophi ha. Stout 
perennia'•, 16-40 in. ta 11. 
Flowers ~re white or pinkish. 
f 1 s. April-May. 

Eatonela congdonii Gray. 
Annual, 2-12 in. tall, 
yellow flowers. Fls. 
l'tarch-Apri 1 • 

Eremalche kernensis c.e. Wolf. 
Erect or prostrate annual, 
flowers ~hit\sh to lavender. 
Fls. Apri 1-fltay. 

Eriastr11n hooveri (Jeps.) "ason. 
Erect annual, 4-8 in. high. 
flower i~ pale blue to white 
or yellow. .Fls. April-June. 

Eriogonwn 9!!..lSyPinum Curran. 
Diffusely br1nched annual, 
2-8 in. high. Flowers are few and 
concealed. =1s. April-Septeai>er 

Frit i llaria _19restis Greene. 
Small pl.Int, approximately 
12-24 in. tall, arising fran a 
deep-seated bulb. Flower is 
greenish--whi te outside, 
purplish-brown inside, with 
obnoxiou~ odor. Fls. l'tarch-April. 

TABLE V.B.3-1. SENSITIVE FLORA THAT PIAY OCCUR IN THE STUDY AREA 
Sheet 2 of S 

Taxon Cod~ 
Ccmoon Name 

DEGYG 
gypstm-loving 
larkspur 

EACO 
Congdon's 
eatonella 

ERKE-3 
Kern mallow 

ERH0-1 
Hoover's 
eriastr1111 

ERGO 
Cottony 
buckwheat 

FRAG 
stink bells 

Habitat 

Open slopes and fields, 
below 3 1000 ft.; Alkali Sink, 
Valley Grassland; San Joaquin 
to Kern Co. 

Sandy or clayey often alkaline 
plains below 1,200 ft.; Alkali 
Sink, Valley Grassland; San 
Joaquin Valley from Fresno Co. 
to Kern Co. 

Dry open clay flats, 
600-900 ft.; Shadscale 
scrub; Teni)lor Valley, near 
"cKittrick, Kern Co. 

Rolling plains below SOO ft.; 
Valley Grassland, San Joaquin 
Valley from Fresno to Kern Co. 

Sandy places below 3,000 ft.; 
Valley Grassland; about head 
of San Joaquin Valley, King 
and Kern to. 

Low, heavy soil, Valley 
Grassland, Foothill Woodland; 
interior valleys, "endocino 
to. to San Luis Obispo co., 
Central Valley. 

CNPS 
R-E-V-0 

List 3 
1-1-1-3 

List 3 
1-1-1-3 

List 3 
1-1-1-3 

List 3 
1-1-2-3 

List 3 
1-2-1-3 

List 2 
3-2-2-3 

USAfS 

Not 
Listed 

Not 
listed 

Not 
Listed 

Not 
Listed 

No Longer 
Under 
Review 

Not 
Listed 

CDFG 

Not 
Listed 

Not 
Listed 

Not 
Listed 

Not 
Listed 

Nol 
Listed 

Not 
Listed 



TABLE V.8.3-1. SENSITIVE FLORA THAT PIAY OCCUR IN THE STUDY AREA 
Sheet 3 of S 

Species./Habi t 

Fritillari~ striata Eastev. 
Small plant arising fran a bulb, 
approximateiy 10-16 in. tall. 
Flowers are nodding, white to 
pink, often with red stripes, 
fragrar.t. Fls. Ptarch-April. 

Gilia l~tiflora (Gray) Gray 
ssp. £!!:tamensis A. & Y. Grant. 
Erect p·iant, approximately 
4-12 in. tall with one or many 
stems. Flower has long purple 
tube, pc!tals are pale violet at 
tips, white at base. Fls. April-ttay 

Heaizonia pc,llida. Keck. 
Small, glandular and mildly 
odorous plant. Fls. April-Ptay 

Layia leucopappa Keck. 
verna 1 a1mua I , up to 
approx im-lte 1 y 20 in. 
high. Fis. Ptarch-Apri 1 

Pfinulus [,ictus (Curr.) Gray. 
Small vir.cid annual, 4-12 in. high. 
Flower is white with rose-red to 
red-purp1e veining. Fls. April-Play 

Taxon Code 
COlffllOn Name 

FAST 
striped 
adobe lily 

Gll.AC-2 
broad-flowered 
gi Ha 

HEPA-5 
kern tarweed 

LALE 
Coomanche Point 
layia 

PUPJ-1 
calico 
monkey flower 

Habitat 

Adobe soil, up to 3,000 ft.; 
Valley Grassland, foothill 
Woodland; Sierra Nevada 
foothills, Greenhorn "ts., 
Tulare and Kern Co. 

Sandy places, 2,000-5,000 ft.; 
ValleyGrassland, Pinyon-Juniper 
Woodland, Cuyama Valley, to 
Kern and Ventura Cos. 

Found on plains and hills 
up to 2,200 ft.; Valley 
Grassland; head of 
San Joaquin Valley. 

Colonial on moist benches; 
Valley Grassland; limited 
area along Tejon Hills, head 
of the San Joaquin Valley, 
south of Bakersfield. 

Ory slopes, 1,000-4,000 ft.; 
largely Foothill Woodland; 
Tehachapi "ts., Greenhorn 
Pits., Kern Co. 

CNPS 
R-E-V-0 

List 2 
3-2-2-3 

List 3 
1-1-1-3 

List 3 
1-1-1-3 

List 2 
2-1-1-3 

List 2 
3-2-2-3 

USFWS 

Proposed, 
Category 1 

Not 
Listed 

Not 
Listed 

Proposed 
Category 2 

Proposed 
Category 1 

CDFG 

Not 
Listed 

Not 
Listed 

Not 
Listed 

Not 
Listed 

Not 
Listed 



Species/Habit 

Opuntia-basilaris Engelm. & Bigel. 
var. tN!leasei (Coult.) To1.1ney. 
Low, spreading cactus, flattened 
joints. Flowers are orchid to 
rose. Differs fran other varieties 
of this .species by the presence of 
1-3 long central spines. Fls. ftay. 

Pseudobahia peirsonii Pfunz. 
Erect, stout wooly annual, 
approximately 8-28 in. high. 
Yellow flow!rs. Fls. March-
Apri 1. 

TABLE V.B.3-1. SENSITIVE FLORA THAT PIAY OCCUR IN THE STUDY AREA 
Sheet 4 of 5 

Taxon Code 
Camon Name 

OPBAT 
Bakersfield 
cactus 

PSPE 
Tulare 
pseudobohia 

Habitat 

Connon in dry open places, 
500-1,500 ft.; Valley 
Grassland; southeast of 
Bakersfield, Kern Co. 

Grassy floors and rolling 
hills, in adobe, up to 
1,000 ft.; Valley Grassland; 
east side of San Joaquin 
Valley, Tulare and north 
Kern Cos. 

CNPS 
R-E-V-0 

List 2 
2-2-2-3 

List 2 
3-3-3-3 

USFWS 

Proposed, 
Category 1 

Proposed, 
Category 1 

COFG 

Not 
Listed 

Not 
Listed 



Legend 

Table V.B.3-1 
Sheet S of S 

CNPS rc-E-Y-D Code 

R = Jtari~y 

1 - rare, but found in sufficient nlllt>ers 
and distributed widely enough that the 
the potential for extinction is low at 
this tiae. 

2 - occurrence confined to several populations 
or to one extended population. 

3 - occurrence limited to one or a few highly 
restricted populations, or present in such 
small nwd>ers that it is seldan reported. 

CNPS List 

List 1 - Presllned Extinct 
Ljst 2 - Rare and Endangered Plants 
List 3 - Plants Rare, but Not Endangered 
list 4 - Plants Rare in California, Cannon Elsewhere 

USFWS ca t:egori es 

E = Endangerment D = Distribution 

1 - not endangered 
2 - endangered in a portion 

of its range 
3 ~ endangered throughout its 

range 

V = Vigor 

1 - increasing or stable in nlld>er 
2 - declining in nantaer 

1 - more or less wide-
spread outside California 

2 - rare outside California 
3 - endeaic to California 

3 - approaching extinction or extirpation 

~ate<~ - Taxa for which the USFHS presently has sufficient information on hand to support the biological appropriateness 
c.,f th~ir being listed as Endangered or Threatened. 

~ategory 2 - Taxa for which infonnation nOld in the possession of the USFWS indicates the probable appropriateness of listing 
as Endangered or Threatened, but for which sufficient information is not presently available to biologically support a 
Jroposed rule. Further biological research and field study will usually be necessary to determine the status of the taxa 
included in this category. · 

\. 

') 



.,tats d Califcmia The Resources Al;Jera/ ct California 

Memorandum 

Tfl 

From 

Stephen Rhoads, 
Executive Director 

C8lifomia Energy Commission -
1518 Ninth Streat 
Sacramento ca, 95814-5512 

~ 

Date : April 1 , 1991 

Telephone: ATSS ( ) 

( ) 

Project: Sycamore Cogeneration 
Docket : 84-AFC-SC 

Bob Therkelsen, Deputy Director for 
Energy Facility Siting and Environmental Protection 

Subject: SYCAMORE COGENERATION COMPANY, SYCAMORE COGENERATION PROJECT, 
MODIFICATION OF THE PROJECT DESIGN 

COMMISSION ACTION REQUESTED 

Staff concludes that the proposed modifications of the Sycamore Cogeneration Company's (SCC) 
Project (84-AFC-6), are noncontroversial, and the Commission should: 

Consider staff's analysis and recommendation, and issue an order approving SCC's request 
to expand the existing administration facility, construct a new maintenance facility; and to add 
a biology Condition of Certification. 

PROJECT MANAGER 

The staff contact for this item is Terry Maderos, Compliance Project Manager, at 4-3221. 

SUMMARY 

Sycamore Cogeneration Company (SCC) has submitted a request to the California Energy 
Commission (CEC) to amend the Commission Decision referenced above for a change in the 
Sycamore Cogeneration Project Design. In November, 1989, Texaco formed a new subsidiary called 
the Texaco Cogeneration and Power Company (TCAP). TCAP is an umbrella company for all Texaco 
power projects, including the Sycamore and Kern River Cogeneration Companies. 

To accommodate TCAP's increase in office personnel, sec has identified the need to expand its 
existing office building by 4,340 square feet, moving the exterior office wall approximately 62 feet to 
the west of its present location. Expansion of the office building also requires relocating the existing 
driveway and gate which provide access to the fenced gas turbine generator area. The driveway and 
gate will also be relocated approximately 62 feet to the west. In addition, sec plans to construct 
s new two-story maintenan&;t: fc:1-::mty i u,uuO square feet in size. to be locaied within the existing 
g~aded, fer.c.ed prtd on ~1hi,:t, the co"";:~nv'~ ~~s t1 1!'1-)ir,~ ;~~~:=-~~:-: ;.-::~ llj~~to~. 



----~ ~· Stephen Rhoads 
April 1 , 1991 
Page 2 

ANALYSIS 

CEC engineering and environmental staffs initial review of SCC's proposal identified concerns only 
in the area of biological resources. On February 22, 1991 , Linda Spiegel, CEC staff wildlife biologist, 
conducted a site visit to the Sycamore Cogeneration Plant. She concurred with the original survey 
of the area, and concluded that no sensitive biological resources would be impacted. However, the 
staff biologist noted that an adjacent area is identified and marked as environmentally sensitive. 
Therefore, CEC biological staff recommend the addition of a new biology condition for this project 
to control the stockpiling of fill and disposal of any excess soil. Paleo/Cultural staff stated that there 
should be no impacts on known cultural or paleontological resources. However, since there will be 
considerable movement of dirt during pad preparation and culvert removal, a paleo monitor should 
be present during earth moving activities. 

CEC Engineering and Environmental staff conclude that as long as construction activity is confined 
to the designated expansion area and all existing conditions of certification are followed, there will 
be no significant additional environmental impacts associated with approving SCC's request to 
amend the project design. 

Based on its analysis, staff recommends that the CEC approve this request to amend the Sycamore 
Project Design, allowing sec to expand its existing administration building, construct a new 
maintenance facility, and relocate the existing driveway and gate approximately 62 feet west of the 
current location. 

RECOMMENDATION 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff concludes that the proposed amendment is noncontroversial in nature, and recommends 
Commission approval for the following reasons: 

1. Staff analyzed the request and concludes that there would be no significant additional 
environmental impacts associated with approving the request; 

2. Staff requested comments from all interested parties, and did not receive opposing comments 
from any interested party or agency; 

3. The proposed change retains the intent of the Decision adopted by the Commission; and 

4. The proposed change is based on information which was not reasonably or readily available 
to the parties prior to Commission Certification; and 

5. The licea,see, SCC, concurs with CEC s.taifs proposed new condition for the office expansion 
a:"d ~.~~~t~nancc faciHty constr~~!va, ~!'~;~~. 
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CEC Biology staff proposes the following new condition: 

To avoid potential Impacts to sensitive biological resources in the area, all excess 
dirt not used in the site construction will be placed on the surface of the existing 
roads. Dirt will not be stockpiled on or disposed of on any vegetated areas on in 
any way be allowed to Impact sensitive biological resources in the area. Prior to the 
start of construction of the new maintenance facility, expansion of the administration 
building and relocation of the driveway and gate, Sycamore Cogeneration Company 
will provide the CEC CPM a site plan that identifies the location of fill stockpiles and 
areas to be used for disposal of excess fill. 

Verification: Sycamore Cogeneratlon Company will provide written notice to the 
CEC CPM of the planned methods for disposal and stockpiling of fill for the office 
building expansion and access road realignment 15 days prior to start of 
construction. 



._ ... 
~1tforata Iner., CG111t11t111 
MIJIM IIINT FOIII ( ltJIIUL) 

CIC 31 (lleY. 4/11 > 

MJJUM\M DUE DA TES 
(A 11st1ng of Cona1ss1on 
lus1n1ss Mttt1ngs and 
Extcut1ve Off1c1 dut 
d1t1s 1s 1v111ablt 
,roa the Secr1t1r11t.) 

AGENDA lltM DESCRIPTION 

Oita Out to 
Extcut1ve Off1tt: 

Proposed Business 
Metting O.tt: 

March 27, 1991 

April 17, 1991 

.. -

SUINIT 2 
TYJtD co,ns 

(~his descr1pt1on will bt pl1ced on the Notice •nd Agenda and mafltd to the public.) 

Descr1pt1on: (State the purpose clearly 1nd briefly so anyone can unde~stand the basfc top 
1nd 1ct1on to be taken.) 

COMMISSION APPROVAL of an amendment to the Sycamore 
Cogeneration Project design (84-AFC-6) and addition .. 
of a new Biology Condition of Certification. This 
design change expands the area occupied by the Sycamore 
Cogeneration Project by 14,340 square feet in order to add 
additional office and maintenance facility space. 

Contact Person {Print or Type) 
Terry Maderas 

Te 1 ephone Number 
324-3221 

Specify au~ic.visuai equi;,cnent retui~e~ ~er oresentation (Secretariat wi11 ~a~e ar~ange~e~:~ 

' 
None 

Date 

u/~. 
f I "/ 

~ttacnffients (see reversej 

(signature) Aoprove<l by Exec:.,t~·,e Office {s19r.ature . 

• Consent 
·--, LJ :)isc:.:ssio~ 



State of California The Resources Agency of California 

Memorandum 

To 

From 

Subjed: 

Siting & Regulatory Procedures Committee Dme : March 27, 1991 
Commissioner Art Kevorkian, Presiding Member 
Commissioner Richard Bilas, Member Telephone: ATSS ( 

California Energy Commission --
1 S 16 Ninth Street 

Sacramento 95814-5512 

( 

Ro~ Therkelsen, Chief 
Energy Facility Siting and 
Environmental Protection Division 

ATTACHED ISSUE MEMO - SYCAMORE COGENERATION COMPANY, 
COGENERATION PROJECT, MODIFICATION OF PROJECT DESIGN 

SYCAMORE 

Attached for your information is a Staff Issue Memo regarding the 
modification of the Project Design for the Sycamore Cogeneration 
Project. We have submitted an agenda package to the Secretariat 
for Executive Office approval, requesting that this item be placed 
on the April 17, 1991, Business Meeting Consent Calendar. We will 
notify you of any changes made to this package by the Executive 
Office. 

Please let Terry Maderas of my staff know by Monday, April a, if 
you would like a briefing on this proposed amendment. He can be 
reached on 324-3221. If you do desire a briefing, we recommend 
2:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 11, 1991. 

attachment 

cc: Chairman Imbrecht 
Vice Chair Crowley 



EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S SUMMARY 

SYCAMORE COGENERATION PROJECT 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO CEC DECISION 

(Docket 84-AFC-6) 

BUSINESS MEETING: April 17, 1991 

AGENDA ITEM NO: 

DIVISION: 

CONTACT PERSON: 

- Consent Calendar 

Energy Facility Siting 
Protection 

Terry Maderas - 4-3221 

& Environmental 

ACTION REQUESTED: Issuance of a Commission Order approving 
modification of the project design for the 
sycamore Cogeneration Project, 84-AFC-6. 

BACKGROUND & JUSTIFICATION: 

o sec identified the need for expansion of the existing Sycamore 
Administration Building by 4,340 square feet, which requires 
realignment of the existing driveway and gate approximately 62 
feet to the west of their current location. 

o sec has also identified the need to construct a new two-story 
maintenance shop building 10,000 square feet in size, to be 
located within the existing graded and fenced pad on which the 
company's four gas turbine generators are located. 

o CEC biological staff visited the site and concluded that no 
significant environmental impacts would result from the 
proposed office expansion and maintenance facility 
construction. 

o CEC biological staff proposed a new condition to mitigate any 
potential adverse impacts resulting from the driveway and 
entry gate realignment that is required by the office 
expansion. 

POTENTIAL ISSUES: None g_ 
BOB TRERKELSEN, Deputy Director for 
Energy Facility Siting and Environmental Protection 
March 27, 1991 



April 16, 1991 

To: J. Brownell 

From: T. Maderos~ 

Subject: Sycamore Construction Amendment - Possible Change to Order 

Attached is a copy of the Order Approving the Modification of the 
Project Design and the Addition of a new Biological Condition of 
Certification. 

Mel noted that the verification section of the new condition does 
not contain a time frame for providing written notice of the 
planned methods for disposal to the commission for review. 

Mel indicated that if this was an oversight, we still had time to 
correct it. If you wish a time frame to be added you must let me 
know today so that I will have time to modify the order. 

/~ ~ ftu ~ if ''!3- cl27s 11 

L~d 
~j:;tt· 'r/ 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Energy Resources Conservation 
and Development Commission 

In the Matter of: ) 
) 

Sycamore Cogeneration Company's ) 
sycamore Cogeneration Project ) __________________ ) 

Docket No. 84-AFC-6C 

Order Approving the 
Modification of the 
Project Design and the 
Addition of a new Biology 
Condition of Certification. 

sycamore Cogeneration Company (SCC) submitted a request to the 
California Energy commission (CEC) to amend the project design as 
approved in the Commission Decision for the Sycamore Cogeneration 
Project Design. In November, 1989, Texaco formed a new subsidiary 
called the Texaco Cogeneration and Power Company (TCAP). TCAP is an 
umbrella company for all Texaco power projects, including the 
Sycamore and Kern River(Omar Hill) Cogeneration Companies. 

To accommodate TCAP's increase in office personnel, sec will expand 
its existing administration building by 4,340 square feet, moving the 
exterior administration building wall approximately 62 feet to the 
west of its present location. Expansion of the administration 
building also requires relocating the existing driveway and gate, 
which provide access to the fenced gas turbine generator area, 
approximately 62 feet to the west. In addition, sec plans to 
construct a new maintenance shop 10,000 square feet in size, to be 
located within the existing graded, fenced pad on which the company's 
four gas turbines are located. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff concludes that the proposed amendment is noncontroversial in 
nature, and recommends Commission approval for the following reasons: 

1. Staff analyzed the request and concludes that there would be no 
significant additional environmental impacts associated with 
approving the request; 

2. Staff requested comments from all interested parties, and did 
not receive opposing comments from any interested party or 
agency; 

3. The proposed change retains the intent of the Decision adopted 
by the CoTtL~ission; 



4. The proposed change is based on information which was not 
reasonably or readily available to the parties prior to 
commission certification; and 

s. The licensee, sec, concurs with CEC staff's proposed new biol.ogy 
condition for the administration building expansion and 
maintenance facility construction project. 

CONCLUSION AND ORDER 

The Cal if ornia Energy Commission hereby adopts staff' s recommendation 
and findings as its own, and Orders that the Sycamore Cogeneration 
Project design be modified to allow the expansion of the existing 
administration building by 4,340 square feet, and construction of a 
new maintenance facility 10,000 square feet in size to be located 
within the existing graded, fenced gas turbine generator pad. 

sec shall abide by the current Conditions of certification in 
constructing the administration building expansion and maintenance 
facility. Further, the California Energy Commission hereby adopts 
the following new condition for the Sycamore Cogeneration Project: 

To avoid potential impacts to sensitive biological resources in 
the area, all excess dirt not used in the site construction will 
be placed on the surface of the existing roads. Dirt will not 
be stockpiled on or disposed of on any vegetated areas or in any 
way be allowed to impact sensitive biological resources in the 
area. Prior to the start of construction of the new 
maintenance facility, expansion of the administration building, 
and relocation of the driveway and gate, sycamore Cogeneration 
Company will provide the CEC CPM a site plan that identifies the 
location of fill stockpiles and areas to be used for disposal of 
excess fill. 

, . ./9-;e·;~~cation: sycamore Cogeneration Company will provide 
/ written notice of the planned methods for disposal and 
l stockpiling of fill for the administration building expansion 
' and access road realignmentyt>rior to the start of construction. 

~ .. ~~- / .S- d j y s ·!·'· .. ~...,.--- - _____ , .. 

CHARLES IMBRECHT, Chairman 



. . - ..&.LIFORNIA-THE RESOURCES AGENCY GEORGE DEUKMEJIAN, Gowemor 

CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION 
1516 NINTH STREET 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814-5512 

NOTICE OP RECEIPT OF 
TBB SYCAMORE COGEBERATIOB COMPANY'S 

REQUEST TO AIIEBD TBB 
COMMISSION DBCISIOB FOR THE 

SYCAMORE COGBBBRATIOB FACILITY 
(84-AJ'C-~C) 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 

@ ' . 

The sycamore Cogeneration Company has requested that the California 
Energy Commission amend its Decision (84-AFC-6C) for the sycamore 
Cogeneration Facility. The Sycamore Cogeneration Company is proposing to 
expand the existing office complex and add a new maintenance shop. All 
modifications will be constructed within the facility boundary previously 
certified by the CEC. 

The west side of the existing office complex will be extended sixty (60) 
feet, and a new maintenance shop will be built on the southeast side of 
the cogeneration facility. Construction is tentatively .-scheduled begin 
in April, 1991. 

commission Review Procedures 

The purpose of the Commission's review process is to assess impacts on 
environmental quality, public health and safety, and to evaluate the 
consistency of the proposed change(s) with the intent of the Commission's 
decision on the case. Upon receipt of an amendment request, the 
Commission notifies interested parties, completes a staff analysis, and 
hears the amendment proposal at a regularly scheduled business meeting. 

The Commission's review process includes consideration of public comment 
on proposed changes to the project. If you have any questions or wish 
to make comments on this Request to Amend, please contact Terry Parker, 
Compliance Project Manager, within 10 days of the date of this notice at 
the address on the enclosed form, or by calling (916) 323-1674. For 
information on how you may participate in the amendment process, you may 
also contact the Commission's Public Advisor, Thomas M. Maddock, at (916) 
324-3009, or toll-free in California at l-800-822-6228. 

To receive a copy of one or more of the three documents listed on the 
enclosed Amendment Information Response Form, please complete and return 
it to the address shown on the form, attention: Terry Parker, Compliance 
Project Manager. ~ . 

Date: December 27, 1990 Jc). ~}~.L"..14._. 
OBERT L. THERKELSEN, Deputy Director 

for the Energy Facility Siting and 
Environmental Protection Division 

Attachment 
Mailed to: List 796 
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STA.l F CALIFORNIA CALIFORNIA ENER... -· COMMISSION 

AMENDMENT INFORMATION RESPONSE FORM 

RETURN TO: CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION 
COMPLIANCE UNIT 
1516 NINTH STREET, MS-2000 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814 

NAME AND/OR 111LE (EXACTLY AS IT IS TO APPEAR ON MAIL LABEL) 

ORGANIZATION (IF APPLICABLE) 

STREET ADDRESS OR P.O. BOX 

CITY STATE 

PROJECT: Sycamore Cogeneration 
Facility Addition Amendment 

DOCKEf NO: 84-AFC-6C 

CONDffiON(S): (Project Description) - Office apansion and 
construction of a new maintenance radlfty. 

ZIP CODE 

DOCUMENTS I WISH TO RECEIVE: 
(please circle) 

• Amendment Request 

• Staff Analysis 

• Commission Order 
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