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September 26, 2016 
 
VIA e-Comment 
 
Mr. Robert Oglesby 
Executive Director 
1516 Ninth Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 

RE: Punete Power Project (15-AFC-01): Wishtoyo Foundation Comments on the Revised Preliminary 

Staff Assessment (for Tuesday, September 27, 2016 Status Conference) 

 

Dear Mr. Oglesby: 

  On behalf of the Wishtoyo Foundation (“Wishtoyo”), we submit the following comments for the 

Tuesday, September 26, 2016 California Energy Commission Committee Status Conference for the 

Puente Power Project (“P3” or “Project”) on the Revised Preliminary Staff Assessment.  

 Wishtoyo is a non-profit organization in Ventura County with over 700 members composed of 

Chumash Native Americans, Ventura County residents, and Los Angeles County residents. Wishtoyo’s 

mission is to preserve, protect, and restore Chumash culture, the culture of all Ventura County’s diverse 

communities, and the environment. Wishtoyo also shares traditional Chumash beliefs, cultural practices, 

songs, dances, stories, and value with the public to instill environmental awareness and responsibility 

for sustaining the health of our land, air, and water for the benefit of future generations. 

 We are writing to express our concern regarding the Cultural Resources section of the Revised 

Preliminary Staff Assessment.  

Consultation  

 While the Project has consulted with some of the Chumash tribes, the Project has not consulted 

with all of the Chumash tribes, groups, bands, and clans whose cultural resources will be impacted. 

Meaningful tribal consultation with all Chumash groups will ensure meaningful tribal consultation and 

will identify the Project’s impacts to Chumash historical and cultural resources.  Wishtoyo requests the 

Project consult with the remaining Chumash tribes, groups, bands, and clans with current and historical 

affiliations to the project area to ensure meaningful consultation.  

Analysis of Cultural Resources 

The Revised Preliminary Staff Assessment states “there is a moderate probability of 

encountering buried prehistoric resources” during the construction of P3. (Revised Preliminary Staff 

Assessment, 4.4-18). The ethnographic methods applied involved four steps; (1) formulating preliminary 

guiding questions, (2) informally and/or formally discussing with people who have a cultural relationship 
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or affiliation to the area, (3) conducting an archival “search, retrieve, and assess” process, and (4) 

conducting field visit(s) to help ethnographer triangulate between what people currently say with 

written documentation and what is perceived to be in the project area. (Revised Preliminary Staff 

Assessment, 4.4-20). This analysis does not represent the best available technology and frequently 

implemented practices in assessing cultural resources.    

Wishtoyo requests that specially trained forensic canines1 in combination with ground 

penetrating radar are utilized to identify the location of all Native American burials within the project 

area. The use of specially trained canine forensics alone, or in combination with ground penetrating 

radar, represents the best available technology and most reliable means for the identification of Native 

American burials, and thus should be used to identify potential impacts to Native American cultural / 

historic resources and to mitigate those impacts to a less than significant effect. Please see attached for 

more details on trained forensic canines.     

 Only with the best available technology and frequently implemented practices can the Project 

ensure cultural resources are protected. Further, under the California Environmental Quality Act 

(“CEQA”) and California law, when cultural resources are identified, the preferred mitigation measure is 

avoidance and preservation in place. (CEQA Guidelines section 15126.4). If cultural resources are not 

identified until after construction has begun, avoidance and preservation in place mitigation measures 

will likely not be successful or utilized. Wishtoyo requests that best available technology and frequently 

implemented practices are used to determine no cultural resources will be impacted by P3.  

   Biological Impact as Cultural Resource Impact 

 The environmental impact of P3 poses a threat to Chumash peoples’ connection to air, soil, 

water, ocean, and viewscapes.  The Chumash are a maritime culture and have a significant connection to 

the coastline and marine animals living in our oceans. The environment in connection to the coastline is 

a natural cultural resource for the Chumash people.  Air and water pollution associated with the project, 

like excessive nitrogen deposition, will harm both terrestrial and aquatic habitats, which can have a vast 

impact on animals and plants important to the Chumash people, culture, and lifestyle.  Wishtoyo 

requests the Project research further the environmental impacts associated with air and water pollution 

and its effects on the natural cultural resources for the Chumash people.  

 

Thank you for your time and consideration in reviewing these comments. Please feel free to contact us 

with any questions.  

 

                                                           
1 Please see Canine Forensics Attachments to this letter for more details about the use of forensic canines and 
ground penetrating radar. These techniques were used to reliably identify the location of Native American Burials 
for the KB Homes Development in Santa Cruz and for other development projects. Wishtoyo used forensic canines 
to detect the presence of Native American ancestral remains/burials for the McGrath State Beach Campground 
Relocation and Estuary Restoration Feasibility Study. 
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Sincerely,  

 

 

Geneva EB Thompson 
Legal Fellow  
Wishtoyo Foundation  
gthompson@wishtoyo.org 
 
cc: matiwaiya@wishtoyo.org; luhuiisha@wishtoyo.org; jweiner.venturacoastkeeper@wishtoyo.org; 
aliciacordero@wishtoyo.org 
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