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2300 CRENSHAW BLVD, BUILDING B
TO R RAN CE PHONE (310) 540-5858 | FAX (310) 540-2339

Area Chamber of Commerce TORRANCECHAMBER.COM

Dr. Robert Weisenmiller

Chair

California Energy Commission
1516 Ninth Street, MS-33
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Comments on Docket Number 16-IEPR-02 — Natural Gas
Dear Chair Weisenmiller,

We are writing to express our serious concerns about the very real risks we will face if the Aliso Canyon storage facility
remains offline. Whether it’s risking cold classrooms for our region’s 640,000 school children, or facing electrical
interruptions at our region’s 100 hospitals and 17 power plants, it is imperative that Aliso Canyon be brought back on line
in a manner that is as safe as it is timely to avoid catastrophic interruption to our daily lives and economic well-being.

Southern California Gas Company has a long history of working with the electric utilities and grid operators to manage the
interdependency between natural gas and electric generation. However, that important relationship depends on a
constant and reliable supply of natural gas to fuel electric generation. Our region’s 11 million people and thousands of
businesses rely on Aliso Canyon for basic heating and cooling every day throughout the LA Basin. During the forthcoming
peak natural gas consumption summer and winter months, we could face increased risk of shortages and the threat of
businesses deciding to leave the region in search of more reliable and cost-effective energy infrastructure.

Affordable energy and a thriving economy are the best means to support middle class job creation. California’s economic
competitiveness declines as our energy, transportation, and fuel costs rise relative to our competitors. Because Aliso
Canyon stores 62% of all natural gas in the LA Basin, any natural gas shortages would place a disproportionate burden
on many middle and lower income families who could face increased energy costs.

Rather than settling for a quick fix, or giving in to emotional pleads to shut Aliso Canyon down, now is the time to do the
hard work required in order to get Aliso Canyon functioning before residential and commercial customers face costly and
potentially dangerous brownouts or even blackouts.

Please take this threat to our economy seriously and work to restore the Aliso Canyon natural gas storage facility as soon
as possible.

Thank you,
Donna Duperron Leah Hamilton
President/CEO Government Affairs Coordinator
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