
DOCKETED

Docket Number: 12-AFC-02C

Project Title: Huntington Beach Energy Project - Compliance

TN #: 212380

Document Title: City of Huntington Beach RESOLUTION NO 2016-27

Description: City of Huntington Beach RESOLUTION NO 2016-27

Filer: Judith Warmuth

Organization: Stoel Rives LLP

Submitter Role: Applicant

Submission Date: 7/21/2016 2:10:43 PM

Docketed Date: 7/21/2016

file:///C:/Users/svc_SP_Admin/AppData/Local/Temp/0276958e-8f3c-4999-887e-4000982e06aa


RESOLUTION NO 2016-27 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH SUPPORTING PROPOSED ARCHITECTURAL 

IMPROVEMENTS AS MODIFIED AND APPROXIMATE 150-FOOT-HIGH 
STRUCTURES RELATED TO THE RECONSTRUCTION OF THE 

HUNTINGTON BEACH ENERGY PROJECT 

WHEREAS, AES Southland Development, LLC (AES) submitted an Application for 
Certification (AFC) to the California Eneigy Commission (CEC) on June 27, 2012 foi new 
construction of the Huntington Beach Eneigy Pioject (HBEP) The City Council pieviously 
adopted Resolution No 2014-18, "A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Huntington 
Beach Supporting Pioposed Archnectwal Improvements as Modified and Apploximate 125- 
Foot- High Structures Related to the Reconsnuction of the Huntington Beach Eneigy wet." 

On Septembei 9. 2015, AES submitted a petition to amend the 111312,1 3  Pioject to the 
CEC The Amended pi oject will ieplace the existing AES Huntington Beach Genet ating 
Station (HBGS) with a nattnal gas-filed, combined cycle and simple-cycle, an-cooled, 844- 
megawatt electlical generating facility Al-3S' Amended ploiect consists of demolishing the 
existing 200-loot-high sit uctuies and leplacing the sti uctuies with two powei blocks, each 
with thiee heat steam lecovely generators with a ploposed height of 95 and 40 feet, and each 
has one au cool condense' with a pioposed height of 110 and 24 feet, as well as two stacks 
each at heights of 150 feet and 80 feet, lespectively 

Ihe CI3C has pei milling authoi fly fat the Amended H13E1) and has 'guested the City 
to identify how the ptoject complies with Local admances and Regulations (LORS) 

On Feb'Limy 29, 2016 AES submitted a lettei and application foi design 
eview to the City of Huntington Beach iequesting the City make findings in suppoit of a 

height variance although the City has no juiisdiction ovei the issue If the Cit .), had jut isdiction 
ovei this poled, a pioposal to exceed the City's maximum height limits would be subject to 
appioval of a valiance by the Planning Commission and would have to comply with the 
General Plan and zoning code policies to enhance public visual iesouices 

By this iesolution. the City Council is making hypothetical findings lot a vaiiance 
as lequested In addition, City Council lecommends CEC incoipoi ate the aiclutectuial 
treatments with modifications as set kith below into then final pioiect appi ovals 

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Huntington Beach does heieby 
lesolve as follows 

SECTION I. The existing FMCS is located on plopeity within the PS (Public 
Semi- public) 7onung disnict which allows mawt and mmoi utilities the existing sti uctures 
are appioximately 214 feet high and have been opeiating on the sublect site since the 
1950s The pioposed pi &wet will eliminate the less efficient existing facility and ieplace it 
with a modem state of the ail combined cycle elect' ical genet ation facility The height of 
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RESOLUTION NO 2016-27 

the Amended 1-113 [P's stacks (apploximatcly 150 and 80 feet high) ale a iesult of the 
engineei mg and design requuements to meet the an quality pet mating iequnements of the 
South Coast An Quality Management Disti let (AQMD) The CEC's Pielimmaly Staff 
Assessment foi 1-1BEP concludes that no feasible design alternatives will eliminate the 
need fol stacks in excess of the City's height limitations Theiefoic, without the stacks 
at pioposed height. the propel ty cannot continue to opeiale as an electlical genciating facility 

SECTION 2. 	Because of special clicumstances applicable to the subject 
pioperty, including sin, location 01 sun oundings, the shict application of the /oiling 
oidinance may deplive the subject piopeity 01 pi ivileges enjoyed by othei propei ties in the 
vicinity and undei identical zone classification The site is unique in that an electu ical 
genet atmg station has been opeiating at the site since the 1950s and it is already set viced by 
a high pi essuie natinal gas pipeline to facilitate decimal generation and an elecuical 
tiansfei station to ttansfet the geneiated povvet into the ovei all electrical gild The picsence 
of these inhasti uctme components ate unique to a powet plant and demonstrate the special 
cucumstances applicable to the location and the subject plopeity Additionally, the lequitement 
to eliminate ocean watei foi once- through cooling combined with the site's lack of access 
to a feasible watet supply for wet-cooling, cieates a unique encumstance 'Nutting thy cooling 
to accommodate electiical eneigy geneiation Furtheimole, au t quality tegulatoty tequitements 
that apply due to the site location iequite the use of stacks that exceed the maximum height 
limit The stile'. application of the zoning oidinance would depi lye FIBEP of the existing 
ptivileges enjoyed by the 1950s ei a 1-113GS, which opeiates uncle' the same zoning 
classification Additionally, theie ale °diet existing appioximately 70-foot- high elechical 
towei struetui es that have been apploved and constiucted exceeding maximum height 
limitations in Low Density Residential zones, Residential Aglicultuie zones, and Public 
Semi-Public zones Ihe stlict application of the zoning oidinance would deptive 1-113H) of the 
existing pnvileges enjoyed by the cuitent powei genet Ming station and othei existing elect' teal 
towel stiuctures °mating uncle' the same and °the' zoning classifications 

SECTION 3. Exceeding maximum height limitations may be necessmy to pieseive 
the enjoyment of one oi moie substantial piopeity lights because the Public Semi-Public zoning 
classification allows majoi and mmoi utilities and the height valiance would be necessaiy 
to allow AES to demolish and ieconstruct a mole efficient. lowei porde electu cal powei 
genelating station Exceeding the maximum 50-foot height limit for the pioposed appioximately 
150- and 80-foot-Ingh elecbical geneiating plant along with appioximately 120-foot-high 

aichitectui al seieening will not constitute a giant of special pi ivilege inconsistent with limitations 
upon othet piopeities in the vicinity and undei an identical zone classification Thole aie othei 
existing appioximately 70-foot-high electlical towei stiuctmes that have been apploved and 
constiucted exceeding maximum height limitations in Low Density Residential zones. 
Residential Agmultule zones, and Public Semi-Public zones lhe shict application of the 
zoning oidinanee would deptive 1-IBEP of the existing pnvileges enjoyed by the cunent powei 
genelating station and othei existing electlical towel stiuctuies opeiating undei the same and 
othei zoning classifications 
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SECTION 4. 	Exceeding maximum height limitations will not be matenally 
deli 'mental to the public went e 01 mita ions to plopeity in the same zone classification and 
will not adveisely affect the Geneial Plan fhe ovel all site has frivol able geology and soils 
suitable foi the powei plant development No new °Mite development would be needed lot 
HBEP, such as upgi ales cm additions to the existing elect' Ic Ii ansmission system or natm al gas 
pipeline system The Public land use designation is consistent with powei plant development 
Constiuction or Amended [MEP may 'est& in the 'eduction of cei tam envnonmental impacts 
as compaied to the existing EIBGS Constiuction of the A mended 1-1131_ ,T also includes 
ai chnectui al enhancements to soften the view of the new sti names, using a manne inspned 
screen wall design treatment in vaiying shades of blue The ruchitectinal impiovements seive to 
pi eser ve and enhance public visual I esoui ces as i Nun ed in the Coastal Zone ovei lay 
Although the pioposed sti uctuies do not comply with maximum height limitations, the poi tions 
that exceed the maximum 50-foot height limit ale a small peicentage of the ovei all 
implovements on the 28 6-acte site 1 hei clot e, exceeding maximum height limitations foi 
EIBEP and associated aichnectural impiovements will not be materially deli 'mental to the 
public ‘velfaie or injurious to mope] ty in the same zoning classification and is consistent with 
the Gencial Plan 

SECTION 5. The City of Huntington Beach City Council lecommends that CE,C"s 
final action incorpoi ate an ruchitectmal plan based on the visual simulations and aiclutectui al 
enhancements as depicted in the Febi oat y 29. 2016 lettei and attachments nom A ES 
Southland, with the following modifications I No signs oi othei Identifying teatui es be 
painted or attached to the stacks, an cooled condense' s. or heat iecoveiy steam gene' atm s, 2 
The final ai chitectui al plan and coloi scheme shall be subject to ieview and appi oval by the 
Community Development Depaitment 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Huntington Beach at a 
iegulai meeting theieof held on the  2nd  day of 	May 	

, 2016 

NmATIAND PPROVED 

Aria 
Vir 	 ..- 

Dnect5i o Conn u ity Deve opment 
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Res. No. 2016-27 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF ORANGE 	 ) ss: 
CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH ) 

I, JOAN L FLYNN the duly elected, qualified City Clerk of the City of 

Huntington Beach, and ex-officio Clerk of the City Council of said City, do hereby 

certify that the whole number of members of the City Council of the City of 

Huntington Beach is seven, that the foregoing resolution was passed and adopted 

by the affirmative vote of at least a majority of all the members of said City Council 

at a Regular meeting thereof held on May 2, 2016 by the following vote 

P,^ \ 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN: 

Posey, O'Connell, Sullivan, Katapodis, Hardy, Delgleize, Peterson 

None 

None 

None 

°A1111)alikii‘ltA)  City 	rk and ex-offic Clerk of the 

City Council of the City of 

Huntington Beach, California 
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