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RESOLUTION NO 2016-27

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE )
CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH SUPPORTING PROPOSED ARCHITECTURAL
IMPROVEMENTS AS MODIFIED AND APPROXIMATE 150-FOOT-HIGH
STRUCTURES RELATED TO THE RECONSTRUCTION OF THE
HUNTINGTON BEACH ENERGY PROJECT

WHEREAS, AES Southland Development, LLC (AES) submutted an Application for
Certification (AFC) to the Califoinia Energy Commussion (CEC) on June 27, 2012 for new
construction of the Huntington Beach Eneigy Pioject (HBEP) The City Council pieviously
adopted Resolution No 2014-18, “A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Huntington
Beach Supporting Proposed Architectutal Improvements as Modified and Approximate 125-
Foot- High Structures Related to the Reconstiuction of the Huntington Beach Enetgy Project.”

On September 9. 2015, AES submitted a petition to amend the HBEP Project to the
CEC  The Amended pioject will 1eplace the existing AES Huntimgton Beach Generating
Station (HBGS) with a natuial gas-[ited, combmed cycle and sumple-cycle, att-cooled, 844-
mcgawaltl electiical genciating facility  AES' Amended piojeet consists of demolishing the
existing 200-foot-high stiuctuies and 1eplacimg the stiuctutes with two power blocks, cach
with thiee heal steam 1ecovery generators with a proposed height of 95 and 40 feet, and each
has one ait cool condensci with a pioposed height of 110 and 24 feet. as well as two stacks
each at heights of 150 feet and 80 [eet, 1espectively

I'he CEC has permitting authority for the Amended HBEP and has 1equested the City
to identily how the project complies with Local Ordimances and Regulations (LORS)

On Febiuary 29, 2016 AES submutted a lettet and application ot design
teview to the City of Huntinglon Beach 1equesting the City make findings m support of a
height variance although the City has no junisdiction over the issuc If the City had junsdiction
over this project, a proposal to excecd the City's maximum height himits would be subject to
appioval of a vauance by the Planning Commission and would have to comply with the
General Plan and zoning code policies to enhance public visual 1esoutces

By this 1esolution. the City Counctl 1s making hypothetical findings for a vatniance
as 1equested In addition, City Council tecommends CEC incotporate the aichitectural
treatments with modifications as set forth below into theu final projectapprovals

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Huntington Beach does heieby
tesolve as follows

SECTION 1. The existing HBGS 1s located on propetty within the PS (Public
Semi- public) zoning distiict which allows major and minor utilities  ©he existing stiuetures
are approximately 214 fect high and have been operating on the subject site sinee the
1950s  The proposed project will elimmate the less efficient existing lactlity and replace 1t
with a modein state of the ait combined cycle electiical generation facility The height of
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RESOLUTION NO 2016-27

the Amended HBLP's stacks (approxmmately 150 and 80 feet high) aic a icsult of the
engineeting and design requuements to meet the an quality petmitting requitements of the
South Coast Au Quality Management Distiict (AQMD) The CEC's Pichiminary  Staff
Assessment ot HBEP concludes that no feasible design alternatives will elimmate  the
need for stacks i excess of the City's height hmitations Thetefore, without the stacks
at ptoposed height. the propeity cannot continue to opcrate as an electiical gencrating lactlity

SECTION 2, Because of special  cticumstances  applicable to  the subject
property, meluding size. location o1 sutioundings. the stiict applicaton of the soning
ordinance may deptive the subject propeity of privileges cnjoyed by other propetties t the
victmty and under identical zone classification The site 1s unique n that an clectiical
generating station has heen opetating at the site simce the 1950s and 1t 1s already setviced by
a gh piessute natuial gas pipeline to facilitate  electiical  generation and an electiical
ttansfer station to tansfer  the generated power nto the overall electrical gud  The presence
ol these mlrastiucture components are unique (o a power plant and demonstrate the special
cncumstances applicable (o the location and the subject propetty  Additionally, the tequiicment
to elimmate ocean watet for once- through cooling combined with the stte's lack of access
to a [easible water supply for wet-cooling, cicates a unique ciicumstance tequiting diy cooling
to accommodate electical enetgy generation  Furthermore, ait quality 1egulatoty requitements
that apply due to the site location tequite the use of stacks that exceed the maximum height
himit ~ The stiiet application of the zoning oidinance would deprive HBEP of the existing
privileges  enjoyed by the 1950s era HBGS. which opeiates  under the same  zoning
classtfication  Additionally, thete are othci existing appioximately 70-foot- high electuical
tower structuies (hat have been appioved and constiucted cxceceding maximum height
[imitations in Low Density Residential zones, Residential Agiiculture zones. and Public
Semi-Public zones Lhe stiict application of the zoning ordinance would deprive HBEP of the
existing privileges enjoyed by the curtent power generating station and other existing electiical
tower structures operating under the same and othet zoning classifications

SECTION 3. lixceeding maximum height limitations may be nccessaly (o preserve
the enjoyment of onc o1 more substantial propeity tights because the Public Semi-Public zoning
classification allows major and mmor utihties and the height varance would be necessary
to alfow AES to demolish and teconstruct a more cfficient. lower profile clectiical powet
generating station  Exceeding the maximum 50-(vot height limit for the proposed approximately
I50- and 80-foot-high electiical generating plant along with apptoximately 120-foot-high
atchitectwal scicening will not constitute a grant of special privilege inconsistent with limitations
upon other propettics in the vicinity and under an identical zone classification  Theie ate othet
existing approximately 70-foot-high clectiical tower stiuctuies that have been apptoved and
constructed excceding  maximum  hetght Iimitations - Low  Density  Residential - zones.
Residential Agnicultwe zones, and Public Semi-Public zones  ‘The stiict application of the
zoning ordinance would depiive HBEP of the existing piivileges enjoyed by the cunient powet
genetating station and other existing electiical tower stiuctures opciating under the same and
other zoning classifications
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RESOLUTION NO 2016-27

SECTION 4. FExcecding maximum hecight limitations will not be matenally
dettimental to the public welfate o1 mjutious to property in the same zone classification and
will not adveisely altect the Geneial Plan  T'he oveiall site has lavoirable geology and soils
suttable for the power plant development No new oflsite development would be necded to
HBEP, such as upgiades o1 additions (o the existing electite transmission system or natural gas
pipeline system The Public land use designation 1s conststent with power plant development
Construction of Amended HBEP may 1esult in the reduction of ccrtamn enviionmental impacts
as compaied to the existing HBGS  Constiuction of the Amended HBLEP also mcludes
architecctural enhancements to soften the view of the new structures. usmg a manne nsprcd
screen wall design treatment n varymg shades of blue The aichitectmial improvements seive to
pieserve and enhance public visual tesources as 1equued n the Coastal Zone ovellay
Although the proposed stiuctuies do not comply with maximum herght limtations, the portions
that cxceed the maximum 50-foot hcight hmit aic a small pereentage of the oveall
improvements on the 28 6-acte site  Thetefore, exceedg maximum height limitations fo
HBEP and assoctated aichilectural improvements will not be matetally detiimental to the
public wellare or injutious (o propetty in the same zoning classification and is consistent with
the General Plan

SECTION 5. The City of Huntington Beach City Council 1ecommends that CLC's
final action incorporalc an aichitectural plan based on the visual simulations and aichitectuial
cnhancements as depicted in the Februaty 29. 2016 letter and altachments liom AES
Southland. with the followmng modifications 1 No signs o1 other 1dentilying featmes be
painted or attached to the stacks, an cooled condensers. or heat 1ecovery stecam genciators., 2
The final aichitectutal plan and colot scheme shall be subject to 1eview and approval by the
Community Development Depaitment

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Fluntington Beach at a
regular meeting theteof held onthe _2nd day of May , 2016

REVIE D APPROVED APPROVED O FORM
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Duiectdt 0 Co‘ﬁn{{ul{lty Development
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AYES:

Res. No. 2016-27

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF ORANGE ) ss:
CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH )

[, JOAN L FLYNN the duly elected, qualified City Clerk of the City of
Huntington Beach, and ex-officio Clerk of the City Council of said City, do hereby
certify that the whole number of members of the City Council of the City of
Huntington Beach is seven, that the foregoing resolution was passed and adopted
by the affirmative vote of at least a majority of all the members of said City Council
at a Regular meeting thereof held on May 2, 2016 by the following vote

LN e - PO
- Posey, O'Connell, Sullivan, Katapodis, Hardy, Delgleize, Peterson
NOES: None
ABSENT: None
ABSTAIN: None

>

City Cark and ex-offlchIerk of the
City Councll of the City of

Huntington Beach, California
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