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RESOLUTION NO. 14.925

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OXNARD
ADOPTING AN AMENDMENT TO THE 2030 GENERAL PLAN
UPDATING SEA LEVEL RISE INFORMATION AND MODIFYING
AND ADDING POLICIES PROHIBITING DEVELOPMENT OF
ELECTRIC GENERATION FACILITIES OF 30 MEGAWATT OF
GREATER CAPACITY IN AREAS SUBJECT TO COASTAL AND
OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL HAZARDS. FILED BY CITY OF
OXNARD. DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT. 214 SOUTH
C STREET. OXNARD. CA. 93030.

WHEREAS. Government Code Section 65300 requires each legislative body and
planning agency to prepare and adopt a comprehensive, long-term general plan for the physical
development of the city: and

WHEREAS. Government Code Section 63302(g)1) requires a safety element for the
protection of the community from any unreasonable risks associated with various effects.
including the effects of seismically induced surface rupture. subsidence, liquefaction. and
flooding: and

WHEREAS. Government Code Section 65302()2)(B) requires the establishment of
comprehensive goals and policies tor the protection of the community from the unreasonable
risks of flooding, including. but not limited to maintaining the structural and operational integrity
of essential public facilities during tlooding and locating. when feasible. new essential public
facilities outside of flood hazard zones: and

WHEREAS., Government Code section 65302(g)(4) requires the City to update i1ts

general plan to include policies to respond to climate change. including an assessment of
vulnerabilities and the adoption of measures to avoid and adapt to climate change impacts.

WHEREAS, the City of Oxnard 2030 General Plan was adopted on October 11, 2011:
and

WHEREAS, the operative documents of the Oxnard 2030 General Plan consist of (1) the
Background Report (2006). and (2) the Goals and Policies which includes a placcholder for the
2006-2014 Housing Element as Chapter 8: and

WHEREAS. the 2030 General Plan Final Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR)
was presented to the City Council at a public hearing on February 2, 2010, following which the
City Council adopted Resolution No.13.770 certifving in accordance with Section 15090 of the
State CEQA Guidelines that the Final PEIR was completed in accordance with CEQA. und
reflects the independent judgment and analysis of the City: and

WHEREAS, Addendum No. 1 to the Final PEIR was prepared according to State CLEQA
Guidelines Section 15164 10 document environmental impacts of changes to the 2030 General
Plan that occurred atter February 2, 2010; and

WHEREAS. at the October 11. 2011 hearing. City Council voted 4-1 to adopt the 2030
General Plan and no challenges to the PEIR occurred: and

WHEREAS. the documents and other material that constitute the record of proceedings
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upon which the 2030 General Plan, PEIR. and Statement of Overriding Considerations and
Findings of Fact are located in the Planning Division, and the custodian of the record is the
Planning Manager; and

WHEREAS. Goal SC-2 of the Oxnard 2030 General Plan states that “[s]ea level rise is
routinely considered relative to coastal areas and other City decisions. as relevant™ and Policy
SC-2.3 implements this goal by directing the City to “[e]nsure that all planning. public works,
and related decisions take rising sea level into consideration and take steps to reduce risk of
damage or loss of lite and property:™ and

WHEREAS. the City has prepared a Sea Level Rise Map Atlas for the Oxnard Coastal
Zone that depicts. based on best-available science recommended by the Coastal Commission.
existing individual and combined coastal hazards with future low, medium, and high sea level
scenarios for 2030. 2060, and 2100 prepared consistent with the Coastal Commission’s Sea
Level Rise Policy Guidance: and

WHEREAS, a plain interpretation of the best-available scientific information available to
the City clearly indicates that development of a new electrical generating facility or alterations to
any existing electrical generating facility in the City's coastal zone poses a threat to the public
health, satety, and welfare. in that approval of such application would threaten coastal resources
and result in potential placement ot a critical energy infrastructure facility in an area that would
be subject to failure due to storm surge. wave run-up, erosion. or earthquake-generated Tsunami
inundation: and

WHEREAS. Government Code section 65858 provides that a city council may adopt by a
four fitths vote as an urgency measure an interim ordinance prohibiting any uses that may be in
contlict with a general plan or zoning measures that the city is considering or studying or intends
to study within a reasonable time: and

WHEREAS. on July I, 2014, the City Council adopted Ordinance No. 2882, imposing a
45-day moratorium on the approval of any special use permit. coastal development permit or any
other discretionary City permit or approval for the construction, expansion. replacement.
modification or alteration of any facilities for the on-site generation of electricity on any property
located within the coastal zone, as designated by the Calitornia Coastal Act. within the City of
Oxnard: and

WHEREAS, on July 29. 2014 and May 19, 2015, the City Council adopted Ordinance
Nos. 2884 and 2891 extending the urgency ordinance to June 30, 2016: and

WHEREAS. the proposed General Plan Amendment PZ 16-620-01 ("General Plan
Amendment PZ 16-620-01"") would amend the 2030 General Plan to: 1) update sea level rise
background information. 2) replace and retitle Figure 2-1 ~Sea Level Rise Map™ with ~2030
Moderate SLR Combined Hazards Map. 3) modify Policy [C'S-17.1 regarding electric generation
and transmission facilities. and 4) add a new policy (SH-3.5) to prohibit development of electric
generation facilities of 50 MW or greater in areas subject to coastal and other environmental
hazards: and

WHEREAS. each portion of the proposed General Plan Amendment PZ 16-620-01 1s
fully set forth in the staff report to this matter. and each portion is incorporated by this reference
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as it fully set forth in full herein: and

WHEREAS. the adoption of General Plan Amendment PZ 16-620-01 is a reasonable
exercise of the City’s police powers to ensure the continued health, safety. and welfare of the
public by prohibiting development of critical regional electricity generation facilities of 50 MW
of greater capacity in hazardous areas: and

WHEREAS, there are approximately 1.000 acres of industrially-zoned acres within City
limits where electricity generation facilities of 50 MW or greater capacity could be developed
under the permitting process of the California Energy Commission: and

WHEREAS. the proposed amendment is consistent with the direction in the 2030
General Plan to prohibit certain large energy generating facilities in the City and the amendment
does not represent a significant change in the 2030 General Plan nor does it result in significant
new environmental impacts that have not been previously evaluated; and

WHEREAS. the Energy Commission (CEC) has sole jurisdiction over the siting and
permitting ot electricity generating facilities of 50 MW capacity or greater: and

WHEREAS, because the City. itself. has no authority to permit, deny. or condition a 50
MW or greater capacity electricity generating facility. General Plan Amendment PZ 16-620-01
can be said. with certainty, to have no possibility ot a significant effect on the environment: and

WHEREAS. under California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section
15061(b)(3) when it can be scen with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in
question may have a significant effect on the environment. the action is exempt from CEQ:A; and

WHEREAS. the City prepared Addendum No. 2 to the Final PEIR according to State
CEQA Guidelines Section 15164: and

WHEREAS, ecach of the reasons documented in Addendum No. 2 provides an
independent basis for finding that CEQA does not require further environmental review of
General Plan Amendment PZ 16-620-01: and

WHEREAS, on May 5, 2016 the Planning Commission approved Resolution No. 20106-
09 recommending that the City Council adopt a resolution approving Planning and Zoning
Permit No. 16-620-01 (General Plan Amendment): and

WHEREAS, the City Council has held a public hearing and received and reviewed
written and oral comments related to proposed General Plan Amendment No. 16-620-01. and
considered Addendum No. 2: and

WHEREAS. the City Council finds after due study and deliberation that the public
interest and general welfare require the adoption of General Plan Amendment No. 16-620-01.
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NOW, THEREFORE, for the above stated reasons. the City Council of the City of Oxnard
resolves as follows:

1. The General Plan Amendment 16-620-01 is not a project under CEQA and is exempt
from CEQA

The 2030 General Plan is amended in the manner described as Exhibit A. attached hereto
and incorporated herein by reference.

RV

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 7th day of June, 2016 by the following vote:
AYES: Councilmembers Flynn, Ramirez, MacDonald, Padilla and Perello.
NOES: None.

ABSENT: None.

T @«/

Tim Flynn. Md\ or

ATTEST:

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Stephen M. Fischér. City Attorney



Exhibit A

City of Oxnard OXNARD
Ventura County, California %

Proposed Amendment to the

2030 General Plan

within:

Chapter 2: Sustainable Community

Chapter 4: Infrastructure & Community Services
Chapter 6: Safety & Hazards

Pursuant to:
Interim Urgency Ordinance 2891 (adopted May 19, 2015, expires June 30, 2016)

Contact: Dr. Christopher Williamson, AICP, Principal Planner
Development Services Department, Planning Division

214 South C Street, Oxnard, CA 93030
chris.williamson@oxnard.org

(805) 385-8156

Notice date of record: April 11, 2016

Proposed text changes are shown with strikeeut-for removed text and
bold underlined for inserted text on the following pages.
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Chapter 2: Sustainable Community e P Cons € (5CC) il o 02
PZ 16-620-01 [Part 1] gt o s ety 1, 5 o o o
Text change to sea level rise ean e o e o e e My
background information on page 2-6. oyt bl et plrberloon

Original page shown to right > S e e

Text changes shown below e i s oo ™

City of Onnard
the Siste standerde (AB 1493) Simiarty, tha State wnposes a GHG
emmon standerd on prrvate elecine Ulimes (SB 1368). The Calfomia Air

Resources Board (CARB) 1s requred to adopt reguiaions for the reporting
and verification of stalewide GHG emissions and 1 enforce comphance

$4a Level Rise. According D Ude gauge data the sea level has been
nsing st an average giobat rate of approamately 18 mm per year for the
past century  Saelelite mages starting @ the early 1990's indicste an
annual rate of spproxmately 2 8 mm per year The rake of soa level nse

may be ncreasing due 1o giobal warmung  The actual amount of 1and lost

0 & nung 342 Ievel varies based on gEography, mnce the land mass raelt
may be changing fts reistve elevason. The effects of nang sea lavel and
warmer water meiude loss of beachiront, larper and more powerhul
coastal waves relocaon and/or megration of wikdife. and possibie loss
andior damage of wateriront propertss, mcluding docks and piers  The

global average soe lavel will rise by 7.2 10 23 6 inches (18-59 cmor 0 18-
0 59m) by 2100 reistive 10 1980-1999 under a range of scenanos (IPCC.
2007} Figure 2-1 m 8 map of the Oxnard shoreline from the March 2009
Pacific instiute's repoit, The impacts of Sea-Level Rise on the
Catifornia Coast The map depicts the extent of a coastal storm food

map s not mended to easess mctual comstsl hazands, nsurence

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) The Pacihc Instiute

fespansos

The Cadormua Coca of Reguiatons {(CCR). Taie 24, sleo known as the
Calomia Buidmg Standerds Code, i3 a compiavon of three types of

* Bwidng standards thet have been adapted by State egences
without change from bulking swendards contmned n nasonal
codes

*  Buiding standards, suthonzed by the Caifomia Legeiature ghat
conablule exiensive adddions not tovered by the model codes
that have been adopkd 10 ddress parscudar Calfomia concems

Page: 4 July 20m FINAL

The Natlonal Research Councrl (NRC 20 ) prolects that by

2100, sea level in California maJ rise 17 to 66 inches (42 to 167 cm) for areas south of Cape

Mendocino. The actual amount of land lost to a rising sea level varies based on geography, since
the land mass itself may be changing its relative elevation. The effects of rising sea level and
warmer water include loss of beachfront, larger and more powerful coastal waves, relocation and/or
mlgratlon of wildlife, and possible loss and/or damage of waterfront propertles mcludmg docks and

under—a«range—ef—seenanes—(—lPGG—-ZOOJ-)- Flgure 2 1 is a map of the 2030 Combmed Hazards for
the Oxnard shoreline derived from the-March-2009-Pacific-Institute srepor—The-impacts-of Sea-
Level—Rrse—en—thc.LCahfeﬂua—Ceast—The Nature Conservancy’s Coastal Resilience Ventura

project. The map depicts the extent of a coastal storm flood event after sea level has increased by
5.2 inches 1-4-meters(65—inches)—by the year 2400 2030. This information is included for
informational purposes only. The map is not intended to assess actual coastal hazards, insurance
requirements, or property values and specifically shall not be used in lieu of Flood Insurance Studies
and Flood Insurance Rate Maps lssued by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
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: 2 O 3 O 2. Sustainable Community Element
Cily of Oxnard 2030 General Plan
California Flood Risk: Sea Level Rise

Chapter 2: Sustainable Community

California Flood Risk: Sea Level Rise
Onard Quadrangle

Quadrang|

PZ 16-620-01 [Part 2]

Replace and retitle Figure 2-1 to
“2030 Moderate SLR Combined
Hazards Map” on page 2-8.

Original Figure 2-1 shown to right >

Replacement Figure 2-1 shown on
following page

Created by the Pacific Institute, Oakland, California, 2009. flgule 21 .

[Table of Contents, page iii, “List of Figures”
WOUld a|SO be Updated Wlth I’etitle] igurear.  California Flood Risk: Sea Level Rise (Oxnard area)

FINAL July 2014 Pagez7

Please see next page.
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Gty of Oxnard
ics-17.1  Electric Facilities
Ensure thet electiic lacdies (such a3 the Southem Cahforus Edison

qgenersing facites located witun the City) are bulk in accordance with
the Cailormie Public Ulithes C »nd
fesmble sotar. wind, and other renewable sources of energy

1cs-17.2  Easements
Ensure that gas and eiecine service mans not nstalied i the public
nght-of wey heve estabiished easements

1c5-17.3  Promoting Renewable Energy Production
Encoursge e use of renewable solar. wine, and other electnc
L_) generskon kechnologees mnstead of new or expanson of fosul fuel-based

Chapter 4: Infrastructure & T o st v o oron ot
Community Services 1275 Undergrounding of U LIS - o axc s
PZ 16-620-01 [Part 3] comuaions Expanded communicabion systm serncas to improve personal
Text change to Policy ICS-17.1 Ics-18 o e et
“Electric Facilities” on page 4-20. 01 Toocommunictions Servces

Work wrih Inlecommunicsbona provaders 10 snsure that residents and
busnedses have access I iRiCOMMUNICELnM Senices, nchuding broad
band ssrvice To maximize accesa 10 inexpenaive kelacommunscaions
services, the Crty shall encoursge markewpiece competiuon rom multiph
O . - . aennce providos.
riginal page shown to right > o eaton Technatogies for improved Cllben
Par!k:pnuon
Expand the Use of COMMUNICARON LechnOIopes NCuding cable telavamon
systems, City webeds, cable channel bulletn boards, e-malie, text
mesasging, Bnd publc  service/eduicasonal programming a8 A

Text changes shown below oy i . s s S, S

ics-183  Wireless Telecommunications
Encourage wireleas providers o meet the following condwons, to the
manmum extent leasble

Page 420 hudy zom FINAL

ICS-17.1 Electric Facilities

Ensure that public and private, replacement and/or refurbished, electric generation and/or
transmission elestric facilities {such-as-the-Seuthern-California-Edison-generating-facilitieslocated
within—the-Gity) are built in accordance with the California Coastal Commission Sea Level Rise
Policy Guidance, California Public Utilities Commission and/or California Energy Commission
policies_and regulations and incorporate feasible solar, wind, and other renewable sources of
energy.
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6. Safety & Hazards

$H-2.2  Dredging for Beach Sond Replenishment
;:'., Support and ancourage the regular dredging of Inland waterways, subject to
L; applicable review by relevant agencies, and avaluats the usefulness and need

of using the dredged sand for beach replenishment.

SH-2.3  Monitoring Projects That May Impact the Beach
) Closely maniter public works and private developmant propasals outside of
' Oxnard that may impact baach quality.

G e e a I I a New Development Mitigations
Hew davalopment required to take nacessary precautions prior ta any
i igate hazard the health and safety

of the inhabitants.

SH-3.1  location of New Development
Encourage new devilopment to avoid areas with high gealegic, tiunami,
flood, beach erosion, and fire or airport hazard potential,

Chapter 6: Safety & Hazards

PZ 16-620-01 [Part 4] e
5H-3.3 Updanhgﬂmdfmuramquexuz': e -
Add new Policy SH-3.5 “Development e e o e e A 1 s
of Electricity Generating Facilities of i voidog ldoge o otura Dvage,
50 Megawatts or More in Areas P S
. Emgegency Preparedness

SUbJeCt tO Coastal and Other /ﬁwwﬁwrupxr-&:u-'hmuih!h-pmmhndhd_-qmu:;:::::m
Environmental Hazards” on page 6-5. | TR e

o~ SH-4.1 Coordination of Dlsaxte:Sem{:sM iy e
Original page shown to right > e St

insert new Policy SH-3.5 /

after Policy SH-3.4

SH-3.5 Development of Electricity Generating Facilities of 50 Megawatts or More in Areas
Subject to Coastal and Other Environmental Hazards.

The City recognizes that authority for new electricity generation facilities of 50 MW or more
rests_with the California Enerqy Commission. The City also recognizes that electricity
generation_facilities are especially susceptible to coastal and other hazards, particularly
considering existing and expected sea-level-rise, and the resultant increased risks of tidal
inundation, storm wave run-up, beach and dune erosion and retreat, and tsunami inundation.
Therefore, in_areas where the City has documented that the location of such facilities is
threatened by seismic hazards, wildfire, flooding, or coastal hazards including tidal
inundation, storm wave run-up, beach and dune erosion or retreat, and/or tsunami
inundation, the following uses are prohibited: (1) the construction of new electricity
generation facilities of 50 megawatts or more, (2) modifications, including alteration,
replacement, or improvement of equipment that result in a 50 megawatt or more increase in
the electric_generation capacity of an existing generating facility, and (3) construction of any
facility subject to the California Energy Commission’s jurisdiction under Public Resource
Code 25500.
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