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CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION  
REPORT OF CONVERSATION  
 
0BSiting, Transmission, and 
Environmental Protection Division 

 FILE:   15-AFC-01 

PROJECT TITLE:  Puente Power Project 

 Telephone  E-Mail  Meeting Location: NA 

NAME: Andrea Koch (916-654-
3850) DATE: 2/1/2016 – 

5/11/2016 TIME: Various 

WITH: Todd McNamee, Director of the Ventura County Department of Airports 

SUBJECT: Comments on the Puente Power Project 

  
See the attached e-mail for a conversation between Andrea Koch, Traffic and Transportation 
analyst for the Puente Power Project, and Todd McNamee, Director of the Ventura County 
Department of Airports. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

cc:   Signed: 
Name:   Andrea Koch 

 



From: McNamee, Todd
To: Koch, Andrea@Energy
Cc: Rubio, Jorge; Powers, Erin
Subject: RE: Puente Power Plant- Potential Impacts to Aviation
Date: Wednesday, May 11, 2016 4:38:41 PM
Attachments: Avigation Easement w Height #s.doc

Hi Andrea,
 
I was reminded of this today after being contacted by Jim Adams of your office to meet and discuss this
 power plant and the Mission Rock plant.  We are scheduled to meet in person  June 8 at my office in
 Camarillo. 
 
Sorry that I have not responded sooner.  The language you propose for lighting looks good to me.  As for the
 easement, I’ve attached a template we use for easement language with which this project would be
 consistent.  Not sure if it is still the same proponent that I worked with many moons ago, but yes, they
 agreed to grant an easement to the County.  Perhaps your office could make this a condition of approval.
 
Thanks,
 
Todd
 

From: Koch, Andrea@Energy [mailto:Andrea.Koch@energy.ca.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 11, 2016 4:20 PM
To: McNamee, Todd <Todd.McNamee@ventura.org>
Subject: FW: Puente Power Plant- Potential Impacts to Aviation
 
Hi Todd.
 
I haven’t heard back since my last e-mail.  What do you think?
 
Thanks!
 
Andrea
 

From: Koch, Andrea@Energy 
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2016 10:55 AM
To: 'McNamee, Todd'
Cc: Rubio, Jorge; Gutierrez, Ashley@Energy; Flores, David@Energy
Subject: RE: Puente Power Plant- Potential Impacts to Aviation
 
Hi Todd.
 
Yes, you are correct about the lighting. The Puente project’s Application for Certification (AFC) states that
 the stack would be in the runway approach obstruction clearance zone for the Oxnard Airport and must be
 lighted. (Is this true?) The applicant notified the FAA of the stack, and the FAA issued a Determination of No
 Hazard, stating that lighting of the stack is not necessary. However, we are requiring lighting of the stack
 due to the plume hazards. Here is our proposed condition of certification requiring lighting of the stack.
 Please let me know what you think.
 

mailto:Todd.McNamee@ventura.org
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No Fees Per Government Code 6103

RECORDING REQUESTED BY


AND WHEN RECORDED 


RETURN TO:


County of Ventura, Department of Airports


555 Airport Way


Camarillo, CA  93010


GRANT OF AVIGATION EASEMENT 


AND COVENANTS RUNNING WITH THE LAND



WHEREAS, Hiji Investment Company, LLC, hereinafter called the Grantors, are the owners in fee of that certain parcel of land situated in the City of Camarillo, County of Ventura, State of California, more particularly described as follows:




(legal description of parcel attached as Exhibit A)


hereinafter called “Grantors’ property”, and outlined on the attached map (Exhibit B);


NOW THEREFORE, the Grantors, for themselves, their heirs, administrators, executors, successors and assigns, do hereby grant and convey unto the County of Ventura, California, hereinafter called the Grantee, its successors and assigns, for the use and benefit of the public, an easement and right of way, appurtenant to Camarillo Airport for the unobstructed use and passage of all types of aircraft (as hereinafter defined), in and through the airspace above Grantors’ property above an imaginary plan rising and extending in a generally Southerly direction over Grantors’ property, said imaginary plane beginning at a height of approximately 143 feet Mean Sea Level (approximately 103.6 feet above ground level) above the northern boundary of Grantor’s property as depicted on Exhibit A at the rate of one foot vertically for each 7 feet horizontally to the southern boundaryover Grantor’s property.


Said easement shall be appurtenant to and for the benefit of the real property now known as Camarillo Airport including any additions thereto wherever located, hereinafter made by the County of Ventura or its successors and assigns, guests, and invitees, including any and all persons, firms, or corporations operating aircraft to or from the airport.


Said easement and burden, together with all things which may be alleged to be incident to or resulting from the use and enjoyment of said easement, including, but not limited to the right to cause in all airspace above or in the vicinity of the surface of Grantors’ property such noise, vibrations, fumes, deposits of dust or other particulate matter, fuel particles (which are incidental to the normal operation of said aircraft), fear, interference with sleep and communication and any and all other effects that may be alleged to be incident to or caused by the operation of aircraft over or in the vicinity of Grantors’ property or in landing at or taking off from, or operating at or on said Camarillo Airport is hereby granted; and Grantors do hereby fully waive, remise, and release any right or cause of action which they may now have or which they may have in the future against Grantee, its successor and assigns, due to such noise, vibrations, fumes, dust, fuel particles and all other effects that may be caused or may have been caused by the operation of aircraft landing at, taking off from, or operating at or on said Camarillo Airport.


As used herein, the term “aircraft” shall mean any and all types of aircraft, whether now in existence or hereafter manufactured and developed, to include, but not limited to, jet aircraft, propeller driven aircraft, civil aircraft, military aircraft, commercial aircraft, helicopters and all types of aircraft or vehicles now in existence or hereafter developed, regardless of existing or future noise levels, for the purpose of transporting persons or property through the air, by whoever owned or operated.


The easement and right of way hereby grants to the Grantee the continuing right to prevent the erection or growth upon Grantors’ property of any building, structure, tree, or other object, extending into the airspace above the aforesaid imaginary plane, and to remove from said air space, or at the sole option of the Grantee, as an alternative, to mark and light as obstructions to air navigation, any such building, structure, tree or other objects which in the future may be upon Grantors’ property, together with the right of ingress to, egress from, and passage over Grantors’ property for the above purposes.

The Grantor also covenants, both for itself and its heirs, successors and assigns, that no person or entity shall use or permit or suffer use of the Property in such manner as to create electrical or electronic interference with radio or other communication or radar operation between Camarillo Airport and aircraft or to impair visibility in the vicinity of the airport, or to otherwise endanger the landing, taking off or maneuvering of aircraft.


TO HAVE AND TO HOLD said easement and right of way, and all rights appertaining thereto unto the Grantee, its successors, and assigns, until said Camarillo Airport shall be abandoned and shall cease to be used for public airport purposes.


It being understood and agreed that the aforesaid covenants and agreements shall run with the land and shall be binding upon the heirs, administrators, executors, successors and assigns of the Grantors until said Camarillo Airport shall be abandoned and cease to be used for public airport purposes.


Grantor grants this easement and rights acquired hereunder and makes these covenants to run with the land and these covenants and easement shall be binding upon the heirs, executors, successors and assigns of the owners of or holders of any interests in and to said Property.


EXECUTED THIS 


  day of 



, 2003.


(Landowner Name)


(Landowner Business Form)


By: 









ACCEPTED:

COUNTY OF VENTURA


By: 








Date: 






        Director, Department of Airports


STATE OF CALIFORNIA

)







)  ss


COUNTY OF VENTURA
)


On __________ before me, (here insert name and title of the officer), personally appeared ___________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________, who proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the person(s) whose name(s) is/are subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged to me that he/she/they executed the same in his/her/their authorized capacity(ies), and that by his/her/their signature(s) on the instrument the person(s), or the entity upon behalf of which the person(s) acted, executed the instrument.

I certify under PENALTY OF PERJURY under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing paragraph is true and correct.

WITNESS my hand and official seal.

Signature 
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TRANS-7  Obstruction Marking and Lighting

The project owner shall install obstruction marking and lighting on the combustion turbine
 generator (CTG) stack and transmission lines and structures. Lighting on the CTG stack shall
 consist of one, non-blinking red aviation obstruction light in accordance with FAA Advisory
 Circular 70/7460-1L, Obstruction Marking and Lighting.
 
Lighting shall be operational for the life of project operation. Upgrades to the required lighting
 configurations, types, location, or duration shall be implemented consistent with any changes
 to FAA obstruction marking and lighting requirements.

Verification:          At least 60 days prior to the start of construction, the project owner shall submit to the
 CPM for approval final design plans for the CTG stack and transmission lines and structures that depict the
 required obstruction marking and lighting.
 
Prior to the start of plant operation, the project owner shall install and activate permanent obstruction
 marking and lighting consistent with FAA requirements and shall inform the CPM in writing within 10 days
 of installation and activation.
 
 
Could you tell me a little bit more about the avigation easement? Do you mean that the Puente applicant
 previously agreed to providing an easement?  Is there an example of the language that would be required
 in the easement? 
 
Thanks for the information, Todd!
 
Also, our Preliminary Staff Assessment will be published at some point (hopefully soon).  I think it will be
 distributed to you by the project manager, but I’ll also forward you a link when it is available.
 
Andrea
 

From: McNamee, Todd [mailto:Todd.McNamee@ventura.org] 
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 1:00 PM
To: Koch, Andrea@Energy
Cc: Rubio, Jorge; Gutierrez, Ashley@Energy
Subject: RE: Puente Power Plant- Potential Impacts to Aviation
 
Andrea,
 
Circling back.  I believe it was previously agreed that obstruction lighting would be installed voluntarily by
 the power plant developer/operator.  Also, I respectfully request that an avigation easement be granted to
 the County for the parcel.  This is typically a condition of development enforced through the City, but this
 was also previously agreed to already.  If needed, I can dig through old files and hopefully find the
 documentation showing this.
 
Thanks,
 
Todd
 
 
 

mailto:Todd.McNamee@ventura.org


From: Koch, Andrea@Energy [mailto:Andrea.Koch@energy.ca.gov] 
Sent: Monday, February 08, 2016 4:35 PM
To: McNamee, Todd <Todd.McNamee@ventura.org>
Cc: Rubio, Jorge <Jorge.Rubio@ventura.org>; Gutierrez, Ashley@Energy <Ashley.Gutierrez@energy.ca.gov>
Subject: RE: Puente Power Plant- Potential Impacts to Aviation
 
Thank you, Todd.
 
The FAA has issued a Determination of No Hazard for the project.  Please see the following link:
http://docketpublic.energy.ca.gov/PublicDocuments/15-AFC-
01/TN206297_20151007T143524_Federal_Aviation_Administration_Determination_of_No_Hazard_to_A.pdf
 
Also, I wanted to note that we normally mitigate plumes with a condition like this one for the Carlsbad
 Energy Center Power Project:
 
TRANS-3—Prior to start-up and testing activities of the plant and all related facilities, the project

 owner shall work with the FAA to notify all pilots using the McClellan-Palomar Airport and
 airspace above the CECP of potential air hazards. These activities would include, but not
 be limited to, the project owner working with the FAA in issuing a notice to airmen
 (NOTAM) of the identified air hazard and updating the Terminal Area Chart and all other
 FAA-approved airspace charts used by pilots that include the CECP site to indicate that
 pilots should avoid direct overflight.

 
Verification: At least 60 days prior to start of project operation, the project owner shall submit to the CPM
 for review and approval a letter from the FAA showing compliance with these measures.
 
This condition does not allow for an avigation easement due to concerns about plume effects to aircraft.
 
Please let me know your thoughts.  It would be great to discuss this further as your schedule allows. 
 Wednesday or Friday would be good for me.  Please let me know a good time to call.
 
Thanks!
 
Andrea
 
 

From: McNamee, Todd [mailto:Todd.McNamee@ventura.org] 
Sent: Monday, February 08, 2016 2:46 PM
To: Koch, Andrea@Energy
Cc: Rubio, Jorge
Subject: RE: Puente Power Plant- Potential Impacts to Aviation
 
Hi Andrea,
 
This site could have aircraft departing the Oxnard airport overflying it considerably lower than 4,260 feet
 and it is of concern.  Overall height of the stack may be an issue as well.  A “Notice of Proposed
 Construction” needs to be filed with the FAA using the FAA Form 7460-1 to see what objections the FAA
 may have.  That should be the first step and then we may ask for things such as an avigation easement over

mailto:Andrea.Koch@energy.ca.gov
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 the parcel that protects airport operations by allowing aircraft to overfly the site as they are now.
 
I’m playing catch up after being out all of last week, but am available to discuss this further either later this
 week or early next week.
 
Thanks,
 
Todd
 

From: Koch, Andrea@Energy [mailto:Andrea.Koch@energy.ca.gov] 
Sent: Monday, February 01, 2016 2:53 PM
To: McNamee, Todd <Todd.McNamee@ventura.org>
Subject: Puente Power Plant- Potential Impacts to Aviation
 
Hi Todd.
 
Steve DeGeorge of the Ventura County Transportation Commission referred me to you.
 
I am reviewing an application for the Puente Power Plant, located at 393 North Harbor Blvd. in the city of
 Oxnard, within the boundaries of the existing Mandalay Generating Station (MGS). The MGS would be
 decommissioned after construction of Puente, with the exception of Unit 3.
 
The Puente plant’s 188-foot-tall exhaust stack would emit a thermal plume that could potentially impact
 aircraft. The Energy Commission uses a plume vertical velocity of 4.3 meters/second as the critical velocity
 of concern to light aircraft. Staff calculated that in a worst-case, calm wind scenario, the Puente’s thermal
 plume would reach velocities of 4.3 m/s or above up to an altitude of 4,260 feet above ground level. Would
 you have any concerns about this?  Do you know the likelihood of aircraft flying over the Puente plant at
 altitudes below 4,260 feet? The Oxnard Airport is located approximately 1.9 miles southeast of the project
 site.
 
I should note that the Puente plant is proposed to operate no more than 2,453 hours per year. Average
 operation, depending on electrical system needs, is estimated to be no more than 500 to 1,000 hours per
 year.  Also, the existing MGS Unit 3, which would remain in operation, generates a plume that would reach
 velocities of 4.3 m/s or above up to an altitude of 3,700 feet above ground level, so aircraft should already
 avoid low overflight of this unit. The nearby McGrath plant generates a plume reaching velocities of 4.3 m/s
 or above up to an altitude of 838 feet above ground level.
 
Please let me know your thoughts, and feel free to give me a call.  Also, if you’d like a more thorough report
 about the plume, I can probably send you the draft plume analysis prepared by my coworkers.

Here is a link to the project application information if you wish to review it:
http://www.energy.ca.gov/sitingcases/puente/
 
More specifically, please see the following link for the project description, with the site plan figures starting
 on page 70.
http://docketpublic.energy.ca.gov/PublicDocuments/15-AFC-01/TN204219-
5_20150416T104348_20_Project_Description.pdf
 

mailto:Andrea.Koch@energy.ca.gov
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Thank you for your time!
 
Andrea
 
 
 
 
 
Andrea Koch
Environmental Planner II
(916) 654-3850
Andrea.Koch@energy.ca.gov
 
California Energy Commission
Siting, Transmission, and Environmental Protection Division
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