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Submitted	online	on	March	29,	2016	
	
RE:	 WSP	comments	to	docket	#15-RETI-02	on	Renewable	Resource	Areas	

Workshop	held	on	March	16,	2016	
	
	 The	Westlands	Solar	Park	(WSP)	appreciated	the	opportunity	to	participate	
in	the	RETI	2.0	plenary	group	meeting	on	renewable	resource	areas	on	March	16,	
2016.			The	WSP	participated	on	the	developer	and	advocate	panel	to	share	our	
thoughts	on	the	value	of	the	San	Joaquin	valley	for	development	of	renewable	
generation.	
	
	 The	WSP	believes	that	the	San	Joaquin	valley	is	one	of	the	highest	quality	
solar	resource	areas	yet	to	be	developed	in	the	western	United	States	due	to	the	pre-
existing	impairment	of	thousands	of	acres	of	farmland	that	environmental	and	
agricultural	groups	support	for	converting	to	solar	generation.		The	Westlands	
Water	District,	the	largest	water	district	in	the	country,	has	over	100,000	acres	of	
land	that	it	has	already	retired	as	a	result	of	drainage	impairment	and	hundreds	of	
thousands	of	acres	of	additional	land	that	it	will	need	to	retire	to	due	declining	soil	
productivity	from	the	lack	of	drainage	and	uncertain	surface	water	supplies.	
	
	 Large	scale	solar	developing	is	already	happening	in	the	San	Joaquin	valley	as	
evidenced	by	the	attached	map	that	shows	up	to	6,500	MW’s	of	planned	and	
developed	solar	just	in	Westlands	Water	District	(WWD)	alone.		The	amount	of	solar	
planned	and	developed	in	the	WWD,	if	all	built	out,	would	make	this	one	of	the	
largest	renewable	resource	areas	in	the	west.			Regardless	of	the	challenges	with	
how	much	the	grid	can	absorb	from	solar	generation	the	opportunities	should	not	
be	ignored	to	think	outside	the	box	by	repurposing	the	Helms	pump	storage	facility	
and	the	federal,	state	and	local	water	systems	to	store	and	utilize	cheap	on	peak	
solar	generation.		We	agree	that	RETI	2.0	should	be	analyzing	the	resource	
opportunities	across	the	west	and	not	just	in	California	but	we	also	believe	that	it	is	
important	for	RETI	2.0	to	distinguish	between	what	are	short	and	medium	term	
least	regret	development	opportunities	in	California	versus	what	are	longer	term	
opportunities	in	the	western	grid	region.		We	believe	that	California’s	greenhouse	
gas	reduction	goals	will	push	renewable	development	beyond	50	percent	by	2030	
and	combined	with	a	future	federal	Clean	Power	Plan	and	other	state’s	in	the	west	
increasing	their	own	RPS	goals	the	need	for	renewables	in	the	west	will	be	much	
larger	than	forecasted.		Given	the	anticipated	future	growth	of	renewables	in	the	
west	we	believe	that	it	is	prudent	for	California	to	continue	to	pave	the	way	forward	
for	developing	the	least	regrets	resource	areas,	like	in	the	San	Joaquin	valley,	that	
are	in	state	first	while	continue	to	plan	for	resources	in	the	western	grid	to	meet	
longer	term	objectives.	
	
	
	
	 		



Dorris Ave

Jayne Ave

Oakland Ave

Mount Whitney Ave

Clarkson Ave

Kamm Ave

Manning Ave

California Ave

Belmont Ave

Shields Ave

Nees Ave

Herndon Ave

Shaw Ave

R
ussell Ave

Fairfax A
ve

San D
iego Ave

D
errick A

ve

San M
ateo Ave

D
inuba A

ve

El D
orado A

ve

Lassen Ave

D
ickenson Ave

Grangeville Blvd

Laurel Ave

Nevada Ave

Plymouth Ave

Ave
na

l C
utoff R

d

Lost Hills Rd

Dos Palos Rd

Panoche Rd

Harlan Ave

Quail Ave

Fresn
o C

ounty

Kings
 C

ou
nty

Biola

Huron

Kerman

Del Rio

Mendota

Coalinga

Riverdale

Firebaugh

Raisin City

San Joaquin

Cantua Creek

Tranquillity

LNAS

Avenal

Kettleman City

Fresno

Five Points

California Aqueduct

San Luis Drain

T 20S R 17E

T 17S R 17E

T 18S R 17E

T 19S R 17E

T 15S R 16E

T 20S R 18E

T 20S R 19E

T 17S R 15E

T 14S R 15E

T 16S R 16E

T 15S R 15E

T 19S R 18E

T 16S R 15E

T 18S R 15E

T 13S R 14E

T 17S R 14E

T 18S R 18E

T 17S R 18E

T 13S R 13E

T 16S R 14E

T 12S R 13E

T 21S R 19E

T 14S R 14E

T 16S R 13E

T 22S R 18E

T 21S R 18E

T 15S R 14E
T 15S R 13E

T 21S R 16E T 21S R 17E

T 13S R 12E

T 19S R 19E

T 16S R 17E

T 22S R 19E

T 20S R 16E

T 14S R 13E

T 14S R 12E

T 19S R 16E

T 18S R 16E

T 17S R 16E

T 15S R 12E

T 18S R 19E

10

7

8

1

2

5

12

14

16

15

17

11

6

42

42

42

42

42 42

37

37

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

37

28

37

29

33
34
36

32

20

35
31

23

30

22

26

25

27

18

21

24

19

41

9 38

40

39

13

4
3

Gates
Substation

Cheney
Substation

Cantua
Substation

Giffen
Substation

Calflax
Substation

Hammonds
Substation

Henrietta
Substation

Schindler
Substation

Lewis
Substation

Huron
Substation

Stroud
Substation

Panoche
Substation

Mendota
Substation

Tulare Lake
Substation

Coalinga #1
Substation

Date: 2/23/2016

C
:\W

W
D

_D
at

a\
20

16
-W

-0
01

4\
W

es
tla

nd
s 

W
at

er
 D

is
tr

ic
t S

ol
ar

 D
ev

el
op

m
en

ts
 0

22
32

01
6 

11
 b

y 
17

.m
xd

Westlands Water District
and Solar Developments
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 WESTLANDS WATER DISTRICT
3130 N. FRESNO ST.

FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 93703
559.224.1523  FAX 559.241.6277

Solar ID Solar Development Company Capacity

1 Adams East Recurrent Energy 19 MW
2 Cantua Solar Station PG&E 20 MW
3 Citizen Solar B Citizen Solar B LLC 5 MW
4 Citizen Solar E Citizen Solar B LLC 5 MW
5 Fivepoints Solar Station PG&E 15 MW
6 Giffen Solar Station PG&E 10 MW
7 Huron Solar Station PG&E 20 MW
8 Kent South Kent South 20 MW
9 Mustang LLC Mustang LLC 160 MW

10 North Light First Solar 60 MW
11 Sano Farms 0.5 MW*
12 Stroud Solar Station PG&E 20 MW
13 Tranquill ity Recurrent Energy 200 MW
14 West Gates Solar Station PG&E 10 MW
15 Westside Solar Farms, LLC Boyce Land Company 19.7 MW
16 Westside Solar Station PG&E 15 MW
17 Woolf Family 0.7 MW*

600 MW

18 Aspiration Solar LLC Phase 1 Equinox Solar LLC/Silverado Power 9 MW
19 Aspiration Solar LLC Phase 2 Equinox Solar LLC/Silverado Power 9 MW*
20 Citizen Solar F Citizen Solar B LLC/SPower 60 MW
21 Gridtide Gridtide 4 MW
22 Little Bear 1 First Solar 20 MW
23 Little Bear 2 First Solar 20 MW
24 Little Bear 3 First Solar 20 MW
25 Little Bear 4 First Solar 20 MW
26 Patriot Solar LLC Phase 1 Equinox Solar LLC/Silverado Power 40 MW
27 Patriot Solar LLC Phase 2 Equinox Solar LLC/Silverado Power 40 MW*
28 Scarlett Recurrent Energy 425 MW*
29 SunPower SunPower 120 MW*
30 Tranquill ity 2 Recurrent Energy 15 MW
31 Tranquill ity 3 Recurrent Energy 15 MW
32 Tranquill ity 4 Recurrent Energy 35 MW
33 Tranquill ity 5 Recurrent Energy 40 MW
34 Tranquill ity 6 Recurrent Energy 35 MW
35 Tranquill ity 7 Recurrent Energy 20 MW
36 Tranquill ity 8 Recurrent Energy 40 MW
37 Westlands Solar Park, LLC Westside Holdings 2,400 MW
38 GWF GWF 125 MW
39 Orion Orion LLC 20 MW
40 Westside Assets Westside Assets 22 MW
41 Whitney Point Solar Whitney Point Solar LLC 40 MW

3,594 MW

42 WWD Owned Lands 6,500 MW

Projects on Ground

Planned Development

Potential Solar Developments

*Estimated capacity determined by lot acres.

Total
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