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OFFICE OF THE

INSPECTOR GENERAL

MEMORANDUM TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

UNITED STATES

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555-0001

October 2, 2014

Chairman Macfarlane

Hubert T. Bell

Inspector General

NRC OVERSIGHT OF LICENSEE'S USE OF 10 CFR
50.59 PROCESS TO REPLACE SONGS' STEAM

GENERATORS (OIG CASE NO. 13-006)

This accompanies the results of an Office of the Inspector General (OIG), U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC), event inquiry into concerns pertaining to NRC's
oversight of Southern California Edison's application of the 10 CFR 50.59 process for
the steam generator replacements in San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station (SONGS)
Units 2 and 3. In addition, public interest groups and Congress specifically questioned
SONGS' use of the 10 CFR 50.59 rule to replace the steam generators without first
obtaining NRC priorapproval through a license amendment. Therefore, OIG also
sought to ascertain from NRC officials whether SONGS required a license amendment
for the steam generator replacements and whether the problems at SONGS could have
been identified through NRC's license amendment review process.

We have also provided this event inquiry report to the appropriate Majority and Ranking
Members of Congress with oversight responsibilities for the NRC.

If you have any questions, please contact me, at 301-415-5930, or Joseph A. McMillan,
Assistant Inspector General for Investigations, at 301-415-5929.

Attachment: As stated

cc: Commissioner Svinicki

Commissioner Ostendorff
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