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INTRODUCTION 

The Center for Biological Diversity (“Center”) timely provides these initial scoping comments 

on this process. The notice seeks input on the following issues: 
 
Topics to Consider 

• How to reduce the number of amendments or time to process amendments 

• If and when appropriate to allow more flexibility for staff approval of project changes 

where applicable 

• Streamline and standardize compliance processes and reporting requirements 

• Transparency of the compliance process and public participation 

• Improving the implementation of Conditions of Certification 

• Investigations 

• Enforcement 

 The Center supports the idea of streamlining and standardizing the process, increasing 

transparency, and ensuring that all conditions of certification have been implemented.  Below are a few 

initial thoughts on these issues, we also hope to participate in the upcoming workshop on October 23.  

We are concerned that a proposal to allow staff to approve project changes “where applicable” 

may result in a series of changes being made that appear minor at the time but are collectively 

significant and which should have been evaluated together in a formal process including public 

comment and, potentially, additional environmental review. Clear limits and sideboards are needed if 

the Commission considers allowing this proposal to go forward.   At minimum, any proposed changes 

to the project that is considered for staff only approval would need to be noticed to the parties and the 

public listserve for input on the change as well as for input on whether staff-only approval is 

appropriate in that instance.  

Transparency of compliance is particularly important. One improvement we would suggest is 

that compliance reports be required to include and index and a hyper-link index or separate chapters so 

that the public can review the different subject areas tmore easily. Currently, many of the compliance 
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reports are filed as a single very large PDF in which it is difficult to find the various sections that 

members of the public may wish to review.  

CONCLUSION 

We look forward to working with the Commission and the stakeholder process to improve the 

compliance process.  
  

Dated: October 19, 2015   Respectfully submitted, 
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