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August 27, 2015 
 
Commissioner Janea A. Scott, Presiding Member 
Commissioner Karen Douglas, Associate Member 
California Energy Commission 
1516 Ninth Street, MS-29 
Sacramento, CA  95814-5512 
 
Welcoming Remarks ! 
 
RE:   Public Site Visit, Environmental Scoping Meeting, and Informational Hearing 
 for the Proposed Puente Power Project (15-AFC-01), Oxnard Performing Arts 

and Convention Center, 800 Hobson Way, Oxnard, California 
 
Honorable Commissioners Scott and Douglas: 

Welcome to Oxnard and Ventura County.  My name is Carmen Ramirez; and I am the Mayor Pro 
Tem of the City of Oxnard. 

We appreciate your service and the fact that you're here visiting us to see the proposed NRG 
power plant site, and listening to the public.  We are, unfortunately, familiar with these types of 
hearings.  About 12 years ago, we were in this same performing arts center for a public hearing on 
the proposed Cabrillo LNG terminal project.  Several years after that, we were at Coastal 
Commission hearings opposing the 45MW SCE “McGrath” peaker plant that is not coastal 
dependent, yet it is approved and on the coast.  Now, we are here again expressing our opinions 
regarding yet another energy facility proposed on our otherwise beautiful coastline, with no plans 
to remove either of the soon-to-be obsolete existing NRG power plants. 

About a month ago, the City Council adopted a letter of opposition to the NRG project.   The letter 
was sent to Dr. Weisenmiller, Chair of your commission, and is attached for the record.  The 
issues and concerns are probably familiar to you and you will have to address later in this process.  
Rather than repeat them now, let me share with you my vision for our coastline. 

I will start at the south end of Oxnard with Ormond Beach where the other to-be-decommissioned 
NRG coastal power plant “bookmarks” that end of the Oxnard coastline. In 2009, the California 
Coastal Conservancy and Cal Poly Pomona created the Ormond Beach wetlands restoration 
vision: 1,000 acres of lagoons, tidal wetlands, upland habitat, and a visitors center that would be 
the largest in Southern California and part of the western hemisphere flyway between North and 
South America.   Ormond Beach would be a world-class eco-tourism destination, and already is 
with over 2,000 visitors per month, many of whom are professional birders.  The University of 
California Division of Agriculture and Natural Resources is also interested in the Ormond Beach 
area for a new research facility.  But, in the middle of Ormond Beach is the NRG Ormond 
Generating Station with no plans to remove it after it is decommissioned.    
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Then, at the north end of our beautiful coast is the Mandalay Generating Station, wedged between 
McGrath State Beach and a freshwater lake and wetlands, sensitive beach nesting sites for two 
Federally-endangered species, an undeveloped portion of McGrath State Beach, and 292 new 
housing units.  Our vision is the removal and remediation of the Mandalay facility after it closes in 
2020, protection of wetlands and bird nesting areas, and possible redevelopment that is consistent 
with protection of the area’s natural resources and the goals of the Coastal Act to promote 
affordable coastal access and coastal dependent recreation.  But, instead, here we are considering a 
third power plant, for a total of four coastal power plants: two to be closed, and two that do not 
need ocean water for cooling.   

Oxnard is now working on a comprehensive update to our Local Coastal Plan that includes 
reconsideration of the land use designations for both NRG power plants.  How sad it would be if 
the Energy Commission acts to approve a third power plant at Mandalay, just because of decisions  
made 50 years ago, precluding our hopes and vision to protect our natural resources and provide 
affordable coastal access for our large minority population.   
 
Our staff presentation later in this hearing will provide more specific information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
[presented/signed] 
Carmen Ramirez, Mayor Pro Tem 
 
Attachment:   July 15, 2015 City Council Letter to CEC Chair Dr. Weisenmiller 
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