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To the California Energy Commission & Staff, 

 

My name is Stephen Best and I am a proponent of Energy Efficient Systems that will move California and 

the United States away from fossil fuel consumption. As a former Member of the California Energy 

Commission’s Collaborative on Ground Source Heat Pumps in the 1990’s I have been active in the 

development of the technology in California and Proud of the work I’ve done fostering the infrastructure 

of installers and distributors but most of all very Proud of the work I’ve done for Home Owners, 

Businesses, Schools, Government Offices and National Parks with Geothermal HVAC System. 

The Standards that are proposed, as many of my colleagues and I see them, are a major setback to the 

progress that has been made to move us to be less dependent and less consuming of fossil fuels.  The CEC 

should be supporting alternative methods of heating and cooling but instead it appears that the CEC is 

taking the position of the major utilities that have a straggle hold on the public interest; Nature Gas 

Producers are working hand in hand with the utility to maintain the Status Quo of Fossil Fuel 

consumption. 

I believe Ground Source Heat Pump System provide viable alternative as they use the earth for both 

Heating and Cooling for typical Forced Air Heating and Cooling, Radiant Floor Heating and Cooling, 

Domestic Hot Water and Pool & Spa Heating within the Residential Market but within the Commercial 

Market the Possibilities are unlimited. The Earth is a thermal storage battery for heating and cooling and 

is really the only technology that recycles the energy it uses and when it comes to pool and spas or 

combining solar thermal or solar electric there is nothing that compares to Geothermal HVAC. The 

Problem as I have seen it is that the utility penalizes the owner for not using Nature Gas or Propane by 

over charging the owner through the low Baseline threshold; the Owner is using as an end user no Fossil 

Fuel to heat but they use more Electricity to run the Heat Pump and apparently that is unforgivable. 

The arguments have been skewed in favor of the big oil and gas producers, and the utility companies who 

are not operating in the interest of the consumer, the state, or the environment; they are interested in their 

bottom line, their profit margin and everybody and everything be damned including the environment. 

I’m retired now doing geothermal consulting work but after being in construction for 45years and the last 

22 installing geothermal heating and cooling all over the great state from the Santa Barbara Court House 
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to the Nation Park in Yosemite I will say that I am Proud I change my career to this work because as I 

said 20+ years ago “this is good for the environment and California needs this technology”.            
 

 

Stephen M. Best CGD, CBCP 
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