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June 1, 2015 

 
 
California Energy Commission  
Docket Office, MS-4 
1516 Ninth Street  
Sacramento, CA 95814-5512 
 
RE: 15-IEPR-05. SOCALGAS COMMENTS ON 5/18/15 STAFF WORKSHOP ON ZERO NET ENERGY 
FOR NEWLY CONSTRUCTED BUILDINGS 
 
Dear Commissioner McAllister:  
 
The Integrated Energy Policy Report (IEPR) represents a substantial effort on the part of the 
California Energy Commission (CEC), its staff, and the numerous parties that participated in the 
various workshops. Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas) commends the extensive 
efforts of the Commission and its staff and appreciates the opportunity to provide the following 
input from the zero net energy (ZNE) workshop, which took place on May 18, 2015. 
 
For decades, SoCalGas has been actively pursuing highly efficient natural gas use by promoting 
energy-efficiency, driving advancements in natural gas equipment and low emissions 
technologies as well as investing in advanced technologies in renewable natural gas and 
distributed generation. As we move closer toward ZNE goals, it is clear that natural gas is now 
and will continue to be a critical element in achieving the best result from both the efficiency 
and cost effectiveness standpoint.  To that end, we would like to reiterate our dedication to 
achieving ZNE through several demonstration projects in which we are involved.  Current 
demonstration projects are: 
 

i. KB Home’s Dawn Creek Zero House 2.0 Project – Lancaster, CA1 
ii. The Resort at Playa Vista – Playa Vista, CA2 
iii. Meyers Research Study on Customer Preference 

 

                                                 
1
 See attachment A for additional information 

2
 See attachment B for additional information 

Tamara Rasberry 
Manager 
State Regulatory Affairs 
 
925 L Street, Suite 650 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
(916) 492-4252 
trasberry@semprautilities.com 
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Our effort does not stop there; SoCalGas currently has several projects in development to 
showcase natural gas further.  These projects include: 

i. ABC Green Home 2.0 – Walnut, CA3 
ii. ABC Green Home 3.0 – Fullerton, CA 
iii. LINC Housing’s Village at Beachwood – Lancaster, CA 
iv. Navigant Study on Strategy and Impact Evaluation of ZNE Regulations on Gas-Fired 

Appliances4  
 
As work continues on refining the definition of ZNE, we support the inclusion of a community 
based generation element.  Community scale distributed generation (DG) and microgrids can 
provide a range of efficiency and reliability benefits when deployed in strategic and appropriate 
ways.  Natural gas powered combined heat and power (CHP) technologies, including micro-
turbines and fuel cells, can be integrated with solar PV to provide right-sized community scale 
DG systems that avoid long-distance electrical transmission losses associated with the 
traditional grid.  
 
Additionally, a community scale DG system provides local energy reliability in case of power 
grid failure or excessive load demands.   Local power generation systems can provide supply 
regardless of the time of day or variable weather conditions and could be called upon to 
support peak load demands. The addition of next-generation technologies such as battery 
storage will strengthen these DG capabilities.  
 
Community scale DG also provides economies of scale for the installation, operation and 
maintenance requirements of larger equipment and reduces individual operating and 
maintenance requirements and the potential for less than optimal operation. 
 
Community scale DG systems provide increased access to those residential customers who 
would be unable to utilize rooftop solar.  Many homes are not suitable for PV due to structural 
problems, fire code, roof orientation, and shading, which precludes participation for many 
customers.  Multi-family dwellings are often entirely excluded as well.   
  
SoCalGas would like to reiterate some critical components of our presentation.  

 Based on a 2014 Meyers Research Study on Customer Preference, consumers prefer 
natural gas over electric appliances for all major categories including cooking (95%), 
clothes drying (82%), space heating (83%), water heating (91%) and fireplaces (95%).5 

 With more than 100 years of domestic natural reserves—the natural gas market is more 
stable and not subject to the pricing volatility of other energy sources. 

 Mixed-fuel ZNE homes have several advantages over electric-only ZNE designs, 
including: smaller PV system size, lower incremental cost, and higher Total Resource 
Cost (TRC) values.  

                                                 
3
 See attachments C and D for additional information 

4
 Study not yet released 

5
 Meyers Research, Vision2014 Home Preference Survey 



 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me for additional details. We thank you again for the 
opportunity to provide these comments. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

Tamara Rasberry /s/ 
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