
DOCKETED

Docket Number: 15-WATER-03

Project Title: Water Energy Appliance Rebate Program

TN #: 204700

Document Title: Valerie Winn Comments: PG&E Drought Support Letter

Description: N/A

Filer: System

Organization: Valerie Winn

Submitter Role: Other Interested Person

Submission Date: 5/22/2015 2:13:12 PM

Docketed Date: 5/22/2015

file:///C:/Users/svc_SP_Admin/AppData/Local/Temp/962ed2e9-fc18-4722-b05a-f67083f1369b


Comment Received From: Valerie Winn
Submitted On: 5/22/2015
Docket Number: 15-WATER-03

PG&E Drought Support Letter

Additional submitted attachment is included below.

file:///C:/Users/svc_SP_Admin/AppData/Local/Temp/63ad3b87-1d75-445d-b46a-e82915e697a4


 

 

 
 
 

 
Janice Berman 
Senior Director 
Energy Efficiency Strategy  
Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
245 Market Street, N6G 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
 

 
 
 
May 14, 2015 
 
 
 
Dr. Robert Weisenmiller 
Chair, California Energy Commission 
1516 Ninth Street 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
 
Dear Chair Weisenmiller: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to meet with your advisors and staff on April 7th to discuss opportunities to 
partner with the California Energy Commission (CEC) to implement Governor Brown’s Executive Order on 
the drought. Under your leadership, the CEC is well positioned to effectively advance the energy-related 
initiatives it has been tasked with and PG&E looks forward to working with the CEC to accomplish those 
goals.   
 
One area where PG&E can partner immediately with the CEC is on implementing the water appliance 
rebate program. PG&E has extensive experience, tested processes, and retail and manufacturer 
relationships in the appliance rebate arena that allow us to easily deploy incentive programs and 
educational initiatives to customers. Over the past several years, PG&E has partnered with dozens of 
water agencies to provide over a hundred thousand water and energy rebates for high efficiency clothes 
washers. In this program, PG&E processes both the water agency and energy efficiency rebates, issues 
customer rebates and advertises the program through our multiple channels. The water agencies are 
invoiced for their portion of the rebate and a $10 fee per application. This model has been extremely 
successful, given many local water agencies have limited staff and infrastructure to support water 
efficiency rebates and program. PG&E could easily expand existing programs throughout our service 
territory to accommodate CEC water efficiency rebates. This would allow the state to launch a rebate 
program immediately, limit costs for administration and ensure a consistent customer message.  
 
PG&E recently launched its Energy Smart Marketplace1 which offers customers an online comparison 
shopping experience. PG&E could partner with the CEC to evaluate expanding the products on this site 
to include additional water savings measures and customer information comparing water usage of the 
various options. This would promote more informed customer decision making and could be another 
place to highlight water rebate opportunities.  
 
These two opportunities are short-term ways to help address residential water use in response to the 
drought. Furthermore, PG&E can also assist in longer-term initiatives, codes and standards support, and 
water energy efficiency efforts for commercial, agricultural and industrial customers. We look forward to 
continuing this conversation and discussing partnership opportunities. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Janice Berman  

                                                 
1 http://enervee.marketplace.com 
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