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CAISO Peak Load has been constant for 16 years

CAISO Peak Load has been constant for 16 years 

The proposed decision makes an erroneous statement on page 8-19: â€œCurrent demand-side programs alone are 
not sufficient to satisfy future electricity needs, although much more aggressive demand-side programs could 
potentially accomplish this at the economic and population growth rates that are projected for the state. Therefore, 
although it is likely that federal, state, and local demand-side programs will receive even greater emphasis in the 
future, both new generation and new transmission facilities are likely to be needed in the immediate future and 
possibly beyond in order to maintain adequate supplies.â€

The situation is there is no basis in fact for the above statement. Even though the state has had large economic and 
population growth over the last 16 years, the attached chart shows that California ISO Peak Load is the same as it 
was in 1998. It has not increased in 16 years, even though the California population has risen by 17% during that 
period of time. 

Since the peak load was observed in 2006, CAISO Peak Load has declined by 10% even while the California 
population has risen by 6% during that shorter period of time. 

As a result of this erroneous statement, the proposed decision justifies the "need" for this plant, when in fact there is 
no need. In fact, CAISO reports an excess of generation capacity far beyond the minimum 15-17% required reserve 
margin. 

Data in the attached chart from: 
California ISO Peak Load History 1998 through 2011, Compiled by CAISO CommPR, plus 2012 from CAISO 
OASIS database 

2013 is from the CAISO CEO report to the Board of Governors, November 5, 2013 

2014 is from the CAISO News Release, 10/20/2014

Additional submitted attachment is included below.
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