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April 21, 2014 
 

California Energy Commission 
1516 Ninth Street, MS-29 
Sacramento CA 95814-5512 
 

RE: Support for Alamitos Energy Center (AEC) Project 

Dear Commissioners, 
 
On behalf of Los Angeles County Business Federation (BizFed) - representing more 
than 120 business organizations with nearly 260,000 businesses across our region – 
we are writing to support the Alamitos Energy Center (AEC) project to help our 
region meet its critical and growing needs.  

By replacing the existing power plant, AEC will provide fast-response, modern, clean, 
and efficient power that fully supports California’s electrical reliability needs. This is 
especially important given that California’s aggressive goals to increase the use of 
renewable energy to 33% by 2020, reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 80%, and 
drastically reduce use of ocean water for power generation come at the same time 
that demand for electrically continues to increase. The new plant will help prevent 
blackouts and close the energy gap created by the closure of older and less efficient 
plants and the shutdown of the San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station, which 
provided 15-20% of the electricity used by South California homes and business. We 
need to ensure that when Californians flip the switch, the lights go on. 

This project will help to address all of these issues. In addition, the project 
represents more than $2 billion in private investment to remove the old plant and a 
build a more efficient facility. The modernization project will boost the economy by 
creating 4.7 million hours in construction-related work with a payroll of more than 
$401 million. Once completed, the investment by owner AES will contribute more 
than $14.6 million annually to the local economy and generate tax revenue to help 
pay for local services. 

This proposed project in Long Beach represents a responsible and much-needed 
addition to our region’s energy infrastructure, economy, and environment. Biz Fed 
urges your support of this project, and looks forward to working with you toward 
approval. 

Sincerely, 

 

Don St. Clair                     David Fleming         Tracy Rafter 
BizFed Chair           BizFed Founding Chair        BizFed CEO 
Woodbury University             Latham & Watkins LLP        IMPOWER, Inc. 
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