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VAL ‘E‘AIRPOLLUTION:I\/IA

THE STUDY  BY STEVEN MAYER

: . Californian staff writer.
The San Joaquin ‘smayer@bakersfxe!d com

Valley air district t was no pleasure flight. The

hasapproveda -~ plane soaring over Bakersfield in
$99,747 contract | | one of the most polluted air
with UC Davis foran b

IC De e asins in A TATOILWAS 0N a
18-month analysisto  scismTfIc THISsION.

determine if ozone The men on board were searching
from Asia, namely for smog — and it wasn’t hard to
China, is mixing with find. : ‘
valley air. Attached to the wings of the sin-

gle-engine Mooney TLS were plastlc
inlets that sucked air through scien-
tific equipment loaded into the rear

WHAT IT MEANS

If the study’s of the plane.

findings helpprove  The equipment, which can detect : : _ ;
that valley pollution levels of ozone, or smog, in parts : v e ; _ STEVEN MAYER / THE CALIFORNIAN .
violations are a result per billion, was wired to a computer ~ The city of Arvin has long strugagled with high ozone levels. Bothpeople

of so-called trans-

" boundary ozone, the
air district should be
able to'make acase
against the EPA's
annual $29 million
smog penalty. "

resting on the lap of the plane’s and agricultural crops can be a  affected by thls form of pollutlon;
passenger. The laptop showeda . sl S ; ‘
feverchart—a graphlcal represen- . plane. “We detected 112 parts per triggered an exceedance, orviola- -
tation of ozone levels — in real billion at 1,000 feet above the »n, of the federal one-hour ozone
time. - . _ground.” ‘ 1dard of 75 ppb by volume.
“Yesterday we got what we came Had that extreme level of ozon ; Residents on this end of the valley
for over Arvin,” said Stephen Conley, ~ dipped to the surface and been _have known for years that we live in
an atmospheric scientist from UG+ detected:by an official ground st ne nightmare, a hazy lung-"
Davis; who was at the controls of the  tion near Arvin, it might well have ; Me con OZONE /A4
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Kids deserve better than HECA -
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What are our kids breathing?

In his Sept. 11 letter “We're improving
our air quality,” Bakersfield City Council-
man Harold Hanson wrote: “Makes :
sense to me to be monitoring the air our
kids are breathing in their immediate
area.” I totally agree with him. He is wise
forrecognizing this,. =~ ‘
For almost a year, officials at Tupman

School — which is 1 -1/2 miles downwind
from the proposed Hydrogen Energy Cali-
fornia plant — has asked for an air moni-
tor for the protection of their students,

Rio Brayo-Greeley and Buttonwillow
schools also recognize the danger to:
which their studetits wi xposed.

There will be many hundreds of diesel
trucks traveling daily in their vicinity and
mmgmgﬁggiﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁff
nearby too. S IS
They want to knov{ hour{y,? what their
schoolchildren are breathing, I think =~
that students and officials in Wasco and
Arvin also need such accurate informa- ;

tion on air quality.
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Air district board making side deals

" The “go oy” system is alive and well.
The San Joaquin Valiey Air Pollution Control
District board did not even wait for the close of
the public comment period on the Preliminary
Determination of Compliance, or PDOC, for

the HECA fertilizer manufacturing/power gen- -

eration project before making a decision on a
major component in the documentation

~ process. The board voted on and sent the miti-

gation deal it had worked out with HECA to the
California Energy Comimissign. This amounts
toa private agreement between the air district
board and the HECA/SCS Energy Corporation.
They could not make their contempt for the
public’s concerns over this coal/chemical fac-
tory more plain. Who are these people and how

welfare, and peace g 7 e

did they get so much power over our health,

cannot praise enough. Supervisor David ;
Couch has listened to our concerns. He was
the only board member to come to the public

hearing on the PDOC and he voted against the

mitigation agreement. Kudos to him.

ere is one member of the board that T

We are being railroaded by public officials -

_ and their private agreements. This project can-
not be stopped unless every voice is raised
against it

a -

sure. The kids deserve better. Don’t let :

this happen.



Voices

Tell the CEC what you think

‘about being

Chris Romanini

‘ ore bad news eiboUi HECA. What began
as a power plant proposal has changed. .
HECA, or Hydrogen Energy California, is

now a chemical/fertilizer project that produces

alittle electricity for the grid. We should be out-
raged the federal government would assist”
HE it 500 milli tax money
to help fund’a’ or-profit chemicaleompany =~
fueled by 450 daily trucks of dirty coaf“a“nii:;g;{in-
ery waste \—in the dirtiest ai

ing food crops in Button-"—"
willow,

We learn from the Cali-
fornia Energy Commis-

sion’s preliminary staff .
assessment that although
HECA will prodiice sorie-
where around 415 MW of
power, it will use up most
of this power itself making
cﬁn?%lgﬁa—%m;uestere‘

 ing CO2 underground. And what IE&iSle_ftforﬁquences as theylearn. =

b aximuin to the |

us folkswho helped finance this test project? Just
n i id. Power like thistve’
neea!Kern County has already permitié

8000 MW of clean, rencwable powerin the -
form of wind and solar. We are the good guys of
the state. No county is doing a better job of pro-
ducing clean, renewable power than Kern. Now
we are rewarded with a dirty coal plant that

would produce a tiny amount more..
Mm‘wh&&ﬁtﬁm&ﬁmm be -«
pumping underground under high ressure?
Have you heafa%‘\’j'q]_gpmm‘s‘fv% here the
E’Qigﬁgfm__\’_ebadﬁ_lp. [t ate through the old,

sealed well coverings and spewed for 37 days. It

was so toxic the responders had to wear breath-
. Ing masks. This stuff hugs the ground: Poor Tup-

man is downhill from Occidental Petroleum’s
Elk HillsTarget for its seqiiestered COZ, so if the

- CO2 eats throtigh ong ot OXy's old Wells, it will
likely flow downhill t6 Tupman or Butfonwillow.
Ohyes; e concluded that the CO2 will

cause seismic activity. Should we be relieved
that it is not expected to exceed a magnitude 4
earthquake e T

“in the nation. And-

it is proposed on beautiful prime farmland suy-
‘rounded by ﬁ?a‘l‘és.p&gyg M_____)

{ECA’s guinea pig

ers they are making? How hazardous i it to Tup-
man’s school only 1-1/2 miles downwind?

HECA will make 1 million ton speryearof urea, = |
urea ammonium nitrate and anhydrous ammo-

nia. This stuff is dangerous and explosive, Jt only
took 30 tons of ferdlizer in WEST; Texds, this past
May to kill 15 people. HECAWill make almost

3,000 tons of Tertilizer per day, notjust 30. How =
”@W ~
And what does the CEC have to say about the

potential for accidents? This: “Staff has not ,
encountered such a complex power facility in
the history of the Energy Commission, The
CEC’s staff analysis casts serious doubt "that
this project will be 100 percent free of upsets or
accidental releaSes of hazardous material” and
leaks "are prone to happen.” ; S
- This is'a demonstration project. It has not
been done anywhere else in the world. There are
42 other worldwide projects in planning stages
to capture and sequester CO2 frorfi coajBut;

one are in operatio And all but one are small-
er. HECA isan experiment. Advocates may learn
how to do it safer through mistakes that happen
in this lant)We will suffer the conse-

And what about these chemicals and-feﬂﬂiz—

The CEC and the federal Department of Ener-
gy are holding a public hearing in Buttonwillow
on this project. Public comments will be heard

©pt. 17 and 18 between 6 pum. and 8 p.m. in the
ittonwillow Park Recreation Center. Wein

(ern have the dirtiest air in the nation. Pollution
increases health risks. Ketn ranks among the

~ Iowestin California for overall health. The mor-

tality rate for asthmatics in Kern County is high-
er than the state’s overall rate. Valley Fever =
-appears to be an the rise in Kern. How outra-
geous that we, at the closed end of Central Val.
ley, with no escape for the emissions and fumes,
are cHOSEN 10 1est d cleaner way to pri cessdirty
coal; and we don’t even have coal in ourstate,

Come out to Buttonwillow and voice your con- |

cern. Comments are encouraged at
docket@energy.ca.gov. S

Chris Romanini and her husband, who Jarm
as John Romanini & Sors, produce almonds, pis-
tachios, and cotton. Along with their sons they:
have been farming in the Buttonwillow area for
Jour generations. Community Voices is an
expanded commentary of 650 to 700 words.
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