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Page  1  of 2  *Resource Name or # Eagle Mountain 
 
*Recorded by: AECOM *Date: August 9, 2013  Continuation  Update 

DPR 523L (1/95) *Required information 

 
 Eagle Mountain does not appear to meet the criteria for the NRHP or CRHR due to lack of integrity. Eagle Mountain 
was previously recorded in 1982 by the Riverside County Historical Community. An attempt to revisit the property was 
made on July 10, 2013. The majority of the property has been abandoned, and is currently fenced. There was no 
access to the site, although a few peripheral buildings were observed from outside the fence. Apparently, there is one 
residence inhabited, and the Eagle Mountain school is still in limited use. Based on the field observation and aerial 
mapping, the buildings and structures within the complex appear in an advanced state of deterioration. 

 
 In 1947, Henry J. Kaiser was building a portion of the Colorado River Aqueduct in the vicinity of Desert Center and 
established the Eagle Mountain Iron Ore Mine located 11 miles north from Desert Center.  The mine included a 
company town that featured 10 dormitories, two bath houses, a mess hall, staff buildings, a dozen two-to-three 
bedroom residences as well as a post office and school for the employees and their families. The mine, which began 
operation in September 1948, was one of the largest iron mining operations in the world. The location of the mine 
near Desert Center proved beneficial to the desert enclave, as during the years of the mine’s existence, Desert 
Center saw the establishment of the Desert Center Unified School District; the growth of the Desert Center 
Community Church; and the arrival of commercial electricity. By 1950, nearly half a million people lived in the greater 
Desert Center area and the settlement continued to serve travelers for many years (The Desert Magazine 1948, 
1950; Chamber of Commerce 2010). 

 
 Because of its widespread importance in industry, commerce, and community development, Eagle Mountain made a 
significant contribution to the history of the region. The complex meets NRHP Criterion A and CRHR Criterion 1. 
Although founded by Henry J. Kaiser,  an important historical figure, the association is not specific enough to qualify 
under NRHP Criterion B or CRHR Criterion 2. As a mining town complex, the property is a unique type, but the 
architecture and type of construction of the buildings observed does not appear unique in the distinctive 
characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction.   Because of restricted access, it is not possible to 
complete an evaluation under NRHP Criterion C or CRHR Criterion 3. However, from the peripheral observation of 
the site and knowledge of vandalism and abandonment, the property does not appear to retain sufficient integrity of 
feeling to convey its significance as a mining company town and community. Despite its widespread importance in 
regional history, based on lack of integrity, the property does not appear eligible for listing in the NRHP or CRHR.     

  
 Evaluator:  M.K. Meiser, AECOM 
 
 Date: August 9, 2013 
 
 References: 
 1963 USGS Chuckwalla Mountains Topographic Map  
  
 Desert Center Chamber of Commerce 2010 
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  1948. October, Volume 11:12. 
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