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State of California  The Resources Agency Primary #  33-6836 update 
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 The property was comprehensively recorded in 2008. The former Desert Center Army Air Base includes the airfield with a 

landing strip, taxiways, access roadways, and various other features and concrete pad foundations. There are no remaining 
original buildings on-site.  

 
 The site was revisited on July 11, 2013. Few changes to the remaining building foundations and features as recorded in 

2008 (Yarbrough and Wetherbee 2008) were observed. The northern runway was removed. The Chuckwalla Valley 
Raceway, including a racetrack and office building, was built adjacent to the remaining foundations and runways on the site 
after 2008. The remaining features associated with the former Desert Center Army Air Base should be considered an 
archaeological site.  

 
 The former Desert Center Army Air Base is associated with the activities of the Desert Training Center California-Arizona 

Maneuver Area (DTC–CAMA)(recorded as P-33-11638), which is a California Point of Historical Interest and is eligible for 
the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). In 2008 (Yarbrough and Wetherbee 2008), it was evaluated as significant 
under NRHP Criteria C and D (although the arguments for meeting the NRHP criteria were not developed).  

 
 This property contains archaeological remains of the Desert Center Army Air Base that was associated with desert combat 

training operations that occurred during World War II, beginning under General George S. Patton, from 1942 through 1944. 
It is significant under NRHP Criterion A and CRHR Criterion 1. Although General Patton and other Army officials used the 
site, it does not have a specific association with a particular historical figure. There are no buildings remaining on the site, 
and the remaining concrete foundations and runways are not architecturally significant. The site has been reduced to 
foundations. It is possible that the site could yield information specifically related to the operations of the former Desert 
Center Army Air Base, but historical information about the air field is recorded, and the potential for important information is 
limited. The property does not appear significant under NRHP criteria B, C, or D or CRHR criteria 2, 3, or 4. The site does 
not retain sufficient integrity to convey its historic significance, and due to its lack of integrity, it is recommended not eligible 
for the NRHP or CRHR.  

 
 Reference:   
 Yarbrough, E. and M. Wetherbee 
  2008 DPR 523 forms for Desert Center Army Air Field (P-33-06836 Update). Prepared by Stantec for Chuckwalla 
   Valley Associates, LLC. On file at the EIC. 
 
 Report Citation:   
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     2013   Class II and III Cultural Resources Survey Report for the Palen Solar Electric Generating System Riverside 

County, California. 
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