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GFO-24-603 Pre-Application Workshop
California's Electric Vehicle Charger Reliability and Accessibility Accelerator (EVC 
RAA) Program

Fuels and Transportation Division
November 12, 2024| 9:00 a.m.



Workshop Agenda
• Welcome and Introductions

o Diversity Survey

o Empower Innovation

• EVC RAA Program Overview

• Solicitation Overview

o Process

o Purpose

o Eligibility and Requirements

• Application Components

• Application Evaluation

• Application Submittal

• Terms and Conditions

• Federal Procedures

• Questions and Answers

• Next Steps

• Adjourn

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-SA.
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Housekeeping
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• Workshop is recorded on Zoom

• Grant Funding Opportunity Webpage: 

https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2024-10/gfo-24-603-californias-

electric-vehicle-charger-reliability-and-accessibility 

• Virtual Participation via Zoom or telephone during the Q&A period

• Written Questions to Commission Agreement Officer: 

Eunice Lemos-Adair, email: eunice.lemos-adair@energy.ca.gov

Subject: GFO-24-603

Q&A Deadline: Friday, November 22, 2024, by 5:00 PM

https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2024-10/gfo-24-603-californias-electric-vehicle-charger-reliability-and-accessibility


Commitment to Diversity

The CEC adopted a resolution strengthening its commitment to diversity in our 
funding programs. The CEC continues to encourage disadvantaged and 

underrepresented businesses and communities to engage in and benefit from our 
many programs.

To meet this comment, CEC staff conducts outreach efforts and activities to:

• Engage with disadvantaged and underrepresented groups throughout the state;

• Notify potential new applicants about the CEC’s funding opportunities;

• Assist applicants in understanding how to apply for funding from the CEC’s 
programs;

• Survey participants to measure progress in diversity outreach efforts.
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Diversity Survey

Scan the code on a phone 
or tablet with a QR reader 
to access the survey.

One Minute Survey

The information supplied will be used for public 
reporting purposes to display anonymous overall 
attendance of diverse groups.

Zoom Participants, please use the link in the chat to 
access the survey or scan the QR code on the left of 
the screen with a phone or tablet to access the 
survey.

Survey will be closed at the end of the day.

Survey Link: https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=RBI6rPQT9k6NG7qicUgZTtQ-
G7GrbGJFmZJPv38ckjJUNkJJSlVCNUM2RkNOWDFZT0FTRDBKSjFRWS4u 5

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=RBI6rPQT9k6NG7qicUgZTtQ-G7GrbGJFmZJPv38ckjJUNkJJSlVCNUM2RkNOWDFZT0FTRDBKSjFRWS4u


Find Partners on EmpowerInnovation.net

Empower Innovation aims to accelerate your

clean tech journey with easy access to funding opportunities

from the Energy Commission and others, resources and events,

and connections to people and organizations. 

www.empowerinnovation.net

FIND A PARTNER
Announce your interest in funding
opportunities and message potential
project partners directly.

RESOURCES & TOOLS
Browse the collection of resources including 
Resource Libraries, Funding Sources, Tools,
and Databases. 

6



EVC RAA Program Overview



EVC RAA Program

• The Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) created NEVI, 
which included a 10% set aside for other grant programs.

• The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) used a portion of this 
funding to develop EVC RAA.

• EVC RAA was created to improve the reliability of existing electric 
vehicle (EV) charging infrastructure by repairing or replacing non-
operational charging stations.

• Bring eligible charging stations into compliance with 
NEVI standards (23 CFR 680).

• EVC RAA is a Justice40 covered initiative.
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EVC RAA Program, cont.

• In September 2023, FHWA released the EVC RAA Notice of Funding Opportunity.

• In October 2023, Caltrans and CEC issued a Request for Information (RFI) to 

support their application for funding from the FHWA for EVC RAA.

• In January 2024, FHWA awarded Caltrans $63.7 million to repair or replace 

1,302 eligible charging ports in California. 

• This represents more than half of the total funding awarded across the US

• Includes bringing charging stations into compliance with NEVI standards (23 
CFR 680).

• Caltrans is partnering with CEC to administer EVC RAA

9



EVC RAA Program Requirements (1/3)

• Repair or replace existing, publicly accessible chargers on FHWA’s 
Final List and Final List Addendum of Non-Operational 
Chargers.

• 3,516 eligible charging ports in California.

10



EVC RAA Program Requirements, cont. (2/3)

• Final list of Non-Operational Chargers:

• https://efiling.energy.ca.gov/GetDocument.aspx?tn=255270&Docume
ntContentId=90945

• Final list Addendum of Non-Operational Chargers:

• https://efiling.energy.ca.gov/GetDocument.aspx?tn=255271&Docume
ntContentId=90944

• Each list contains different charging stations.
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EVC RAA Program Requirements, cont. (3/3)

• All charging stations funded must be brought into compliance with NEVI 
standards (23 CFR 680)

• Each charging station must have a minimum of 4 ports

• 150 kW/per port if within 1 mile of designated Alternative Fuel 
Corridor (AFC)

• Maintain 97% uptime for 5 years

• Buy America compliance

• Public access and availability

12



Solicitation Overview
GFO-24-603

California's EVC RAA Program
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Solicitation Process

Pre-Solicitation 
Workshop

March 2024

Solicitation 
Release

October 30, 

2024

Applications Due

January 9, 

2025

Anticipated Notice 
of Proposed 

Awards

March 2025

CEC Business 
Meeting 

Quarter 2, 

2025

Execute 
Agreements

Quarter 3, 2025
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Purpose of Solicitation

• Competitive grant solicitation

• Improve the reliability of existing non-operational publicly 

accessible EV charging infrastructure by repairing, replacing, 

and installing at least 1,302 charging ports across California.

• At least 40% of the ports funded through the solicitation should 

be physically located within federally designated disadvantaged 

communities.

Solicitation Manual p. 4, 6 15



Available Funding and Single Applicant 
Cap

• A total of $59,484,345 is available under this solicitation.

• A single applicant is eligible to receive no more than 40% of the 

total funds awarded under this solicitation. 

Solicitation Manual pp. 6, 8 16



Maximum Award Per Port

• The maximum award per port depends on the charging station 

type and port type:

Charging Station Type Level 2 Port DCFC Port

Non-AFC Charging Station $6,250 $100,000

AFC Charging Station that does 

not include upgrading Level 1 or 

Level 2 ports to DCFC ports

$6,250 $100,000

AFC Charging Station that 

includes upgrading Level 1 or 

Level 2 ports to DCFC ports

$8,750 $140,000

Solicitation Manual pp. 6-7 17



Applications and Awards

• Applicants may only submit one application under this solicitation. 

• A single application may include multiple charging stations. 

• The CEC will screen applications.

• Charging stations from applications passing the administrative and technical 
screening and that obtain at least the minimum passing score on the project 

narrative will be screened, scored, and ranked.

• Charging stations with the highest overall ranking will be recommended for 

funding until all funds available under this solicitation are exhausted.

• If remaining solicitation funds are insufficient to fully fund a charging station, 
the CEC reserves the right to recommend partially funding that charging 

station.

Solicitation Manual pp. 5-6, 7-8 18



Eligible Projects

• All proposed projects must repair or replace existing publicly accessible 
EV chargers listed on FHWA’s Final List and Final List Addendum of 
Non-Operational Chargers.
• Final list of Non-Operational Chargers: 

https://efiling.energy.ca.gov/GetDocument.aspx?tn=255270&DocumentConte
ntId=90945

• Final list Addendum of Non-Operational Chargers: 
https://efiling.energy.ca.gov/GetDocument.aspx?tn=255271&DocumentConte
ntId=90944

• Projects may also include bringing charging stations into compliance with 
the NEVI standards (23 CFR 680). 

• Installing additional ports to meet the four-port minimum

• Upgrading other functioning components to comply with the NEVI 
standards or other Federal requirements including ADA

Solicitation Manual pp. 13-14, 23-24 19
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Eligible Applicants

• Three categories of eligible applicants:

1. Electric Vehicle Service Providers

• Electric Vehicle Supply Equipment (EVSE) Manufacturers

• Charging Network Providers

• Charge Point Operators

2. Installation and Maintenance Contractors

• Applicants in this category must apply to complete repair and/or replacement work 
for at least 5 charging stations.

3. Qualifying Public Entities

• Public entities that own ports on the FHWA’s Final List and Final List Addendum of 
Non-Operational Chargers.

• Applicants must accept the Terms and Conditions and Special Terms and Conditions, without 
negotiation.

• Applicants are required to register with the California Secretary of State and be in good 
standing to enter into an agreement with the CEC.

Solicitation Manual pp. 12-13 20



Project Location

• All proposed charging stations must be within California, located at addresses that 
match exactly with addresses listed in FHWA’s Final List and Final List 
Addendum of Non-Operational Chargers.

• Each charging station will be designated as either an “AFC Charging Station” or a 
“Non-AFC Charging Station” depending on its location. There are specific 
requirements associated with each designation.

✓ AFC Charging Stations: Charging stations located within one mile, as a car 
drives by the shortest route, of a designated Alternative Fuel Corridor’s (AFC) 
nearest off-ramp.

✓ Non-AFC Charging Stations: Charging stations not located within one mile, 
as a car drives by the shortest route, of a designated AFC’s nearest off-ramp.

Solicitation Manual pp. 14-15 21



Project Timeline

• Projects must be completed and funded charging ports must be operational 
within 12 months from FHWA’s authorization of the project.

• FHWA authorization for the project begins with the first phase for which the 
Applicant is requesting federal funding: 

✓1) preliminary engineering, 2) right-of-way, or 3) construction

✓For example, a project that requests funding for preliminary engineering 
will begin its 12-month timeline starting when preliminary engineering is 
authorized, while a project requesting funding starting with construction 
will begin its 12-month timeline at construction authorization.

• Each charging port, charger, and charging station funded through this

 solicitation must operate for public use for at least five years after its repair 
or commissioning date

Solicitation Manual pp. 25 22



Requirements for Replacements

• Level 1 and non-networked Level 2 chargers cannot be repaired. However, they may be 
replaced with NEVI-compliant networked Level 2 chargers.

• Applicants may not propose replacements that exceed the NEVI standards.

• AFC Charging Stations: 

• Level 1 or Level 2 ports may be replaced with DCFC ports to comply with the NEVI 
standards. Once the charging station has four DCFC ports that have a continuous, 
simultaneous power delivery rating of at least 150 kW, Level 1 or Level 2 ports may only 
be replaced with Level 2 ports. Any DCFC ports may be replaced with new DCFC ports, 
regardless of whether the charging station already has four DCFC ports that have a 
continuous power delivery rating of at least 150 kW.

• Non-AFC Charging Stations: 

• Level 1 or Level 2 ports may only be replaced with Level 2 ports. DCFC ports may be 
replaced with new Level 2 or DCFC ports. The power delivery rating of the new ports 
must not exceed the power delivery rating of the existing ports they are replacing.

Solicitation Manual pp. 16-17 23



Compliance with Federal Requirements

Projects must also comply with:

• Build America, Buy America 

• Davis Bacon Act

• National Environmental Policy Act

• American with Disabilities Act of 1990 

• Project team must include electricians that are Electric Vehicle 
Infrastructure Training Program certified

Solicitation Manual pp. 14, 20-21 24



Level 2 Equipment & Network Requirements

• Each charging port must have at least one permanently attached J1772 connector.

• Continuous power delivery rating of at least 6 kW per port

• ISO 15118-3 hardware ready

• Nationally Recognized Testing Lab safety certified

• Build America, Buy America compliant

• ENERGY STAR certified

• Networked

• Must be designed to securely switch charging network providers without any changes 
to hardware

• OCPP 2.0.1
• The charging network provider must have Subset Certification of the Charging 

Station Management System in the Open Charge Alliance OCPP Certification 
Program for OCPP version 2.0.1, published May 24, 2023, or a subsequent version 
of OCPP for Core, Advanced Security, and ISO 15118 support functionalities.

• OCPI 2.2.1

Solicitation Manual pp. 18-20 25



DC Fast Charger Equipment & Network 
Requirements

• Each charging port must have at least one permanently attached Combined Charging System 
(CCS) connector.

• DCFCs at AFC charging stations must have a continuous power delivery rating of at least 150 
kW per port. Lower power DCFCs may be installed at non-AFC charging stations.

• ISO 15118-3 hardware ready

• Nationally Recognized Testing Lab safety certified

• Build America, Buy America compliant

• ENERGY STAR certified

• Networked

• Must be designed to securely switch charging network providers without any changes to 
hardware

• OCPP 2.0.1
• The charging network provider must have Subset Certification of the Charging Station 

Management System in the Open Charge Alliance OCPP Certification Program for OCPP 
version 2.0.1, published May 24, 2023, or a subsequent version of OCPP for Core, Advanced 
Security, and ISO 15118 support functionalities.

• OCPI 2.2.1

Solicitation Manual pp. 18-20 26



Eligible Project Costs

• Costs to repair or replace eligible EV charging equipment, including:
o Repairing or replacing an eligible port
o Upgrading hardware to comply with NEVI standards 
o Replacing equipment that is intrinsically related to the EVSE and solely dedicated to the 

operation of EVSE (e.g., switchgear, utility distribution equipment) 
o Installation and labor costs
o Labor costs and scrapping or recycling costs necessary to remove EV chargers from service 

when new chargers need to be installed 
o Installing additional ports to comply with NEVI standards

Solicitation Manual pp. 23-24 27



Eligible Project Costs, cont.

• Permitting needed to complete replacements to meet NEVI standards.
• Renewable distributed energy resources capable of providing power to the EV chargers and that 

are intrinsically needed to make the charger operational. 
o Must be interconnected to the charging system and must be separately metered from the 

site host's regular business meter.
• Upgrades to other functioning components to comply with NEVI standards and other Federal 

requirements, such as ADA. 
• Operations and maintenance (e.g., networking agreements, equipment warranties, and service 

level agreements)

Solicitation Manual pp. 23-24 28



Ineligible Project Costs

• Repairs that exceed the cost to replace the equipment.
• Replacements that could be completed with less costly repairs.
• Projects to repair or install Level 1 or non-networked Level 2 charging equipment. 

o Level 1 and non-networked Level 2 charging equipment may be replaced with 
NEVI-compliant Level 2 charging equipment. 

• Equipment and/or infrastructure that exceeds the NEVI standards. 
• Repair/replacement work covered under a warranty.
• Standard outlets (110/120 volt or 220/240 volt).
• Vehicle purchases.
• Paper studies or research projects 
• Vehicle or existing technology demonstrations.
• Major grid upgrades e.g., long line extensions or upgrades, improvements to offsite 

power generation).
• Distribution grid or other equipment costs that are otherwise covered by programs or 

tariff rules of the electric utilities.
• Projects mandated by any local, regional, state, or federal law, rule, or regulation.

Solicitation Manual pp. 24-25 29



Match Funding 

• The total match share required for each charging station is based on the 
charging station type:

• At least 50% of match must be cash

Charging Station Type Match Share %

Non-AFC Charging Station
At least 50% of total allowable cost for 

the charging station

AFC Charging Station that does not 
include upgrading Level 1 or Level 

2 ports to DCFC ports

At least 50% of total allowable cost for 
the charging station

AFC Charging Station that includes 
upgrading Level 1 or Level 2 ports 

to DCFC ports

At least 30% of total allowable cost for 
the charging station

Solicitation Manual pp. 28-31 30



Match Funding Example #1

• Example 1: An Applicant proposes to conduct the following work at an AFC 
charging station at a total allowable cost of $600,000:

✓$300,000 to replace two existing non-operational Level 2 ports with two 
NEVI-compliant DCFC 

✓$300,000 to install two additional NEVI-compliant DCFC ports

✓Minimum match share = $600,000 (total allowable costs) x 30% 
(minimum match share %) = $180,000

✓Maximum CEC reimbursable share = $600,000 (total allowable costs) x 
70% (maximum CEC share %) = $420,000

Solicitation Manual p. 28 31



Match Funding Example #2

• Example 2: An Applicant proposes to conduct the following work at a non-AFC 
charging station at a total allowable cost of $181,000:
✓$150,000 to replace one existing non-operational DCFC port with one NEVI-

compliant DCFC port 

✓$6,000 to replace one existing non-operational Level 2 port with one NEVI-
compliant Level 2 port 

✓$25,000 to install two additional NEVI-compliant Level 2 ports 

➢The Applicant reported that the actual cost of installing these additional Level 
2 ports was $30,000, but after accounting for the Level 2 per port cost cap, 
the allowable cost is $25,000.

✓Minimum match share = $181,000 (total allowable costs) x 50% (minimum match 
share %) = $90,500

✓Maximum CEC reimbursable share = $181,000 (total allowable costs) x 50% 
(maximum CEC share %) = $90,500

Solicitation Manual p. 28-29 32



Application Components
GFO-24-603

California’s EVC RAA Program

33



Application Organization
Item Action Needed by Applicant

Project Narrative (Attachment 1) Complete the attachment

Scope of Work Template (Attachment 2) Complete the attachment

Scope of Work Instructions (Attachment 3) Review – no submission needed.

Schedule of Products and Due Dates (Attachment 4) Complete the attachment

Charging Station Application Template (Attachment 5) Complete the attachment

Charging Station Plan (Attachment 6) Complete the attachment (OPTIONAL)

Budget Forms (Attachment 7) Review – no submission needed.

Resumes (Attachment 8) Complete the attachment

Contact List (Attachment 9) Complete the attachment

CEQA Worksheet (Attachment 10) Complete the attachment

Letters of Commitment (Attachment 11) Complete the attachment

Letters of Support (Attachment 12) Complete the attachment (OPTIONAL)

EVC RAA Program Terms and Conditions (Attachment 13) Review – no submission needed.

Special Federal Award Terms and Conditions (Attachment 14) Review – no submission needed.

Past Performance Reference Form(s) (Attachment 15) Complete the attachment(s)

Utility Verification Form (Attachment 16) Complete the attachment

National Environmental Policy Act Preliminary Environmental Study Form (Attachment 17) Complete the attachment

Preliminary Engineering Right of Way Checklist (Attachment 18) Review – no submission needed.

Applicant Declaration (Attachment 19) Complete the attachment

Solicitation Manual p. 3, 37 34



General Application Information

• With the ECAMS application process, Applicants will input application 

information directly into the web platform

• Sign up at: https://ecams.energy.ca.gov/s/login/

Solicitation Manual p. 36 35



Project Narrative (Attachment 1)

• Applicants must submit a project 
narrative 

• Limited to 15 pages. 

✓ The Operations and Maintenance Plan 
portion is limited to 5 pages.

• Use 11-point font, single-spaced and a 
blank line between paragraphs

• Include page numbers

• Project Narrative must address each 
scoring criterion described in the 
Evaluation Criteria for the Project 
Narrative (pp. 54-56)

Solicitation Manual pp. 37-41, 54-56 36



Table of Contents

• The Project Narrative must include a Table of 
Contents.

• Table of Contents will not count towards the 
15-page limit.

Solicitation Manual p. 38 37



Scope of Work (Attachment 2)

• Applicants must complete Attachment 2.

• Describe exactly what the project will do.

• Identify what will be delivered to the CEC.

• Be sure to include in the technical tasks:

✓ At least one product deliverable per 
task.

Solicitation Manual p. 41 38



Schedule of Products and Due Dates
(Attachment 4)

• Applicants must complete Attachment 4.

• Add tasks and product deliverables that 
correspond to the Scope of Work.

• Provide realistic dates on when product 
deliverables can be completed.

Solicitation Manual p. 41 39



Charging Station Application Template
(Attachment 5) (1/5)

• Applicants must complete 
Attachment 5.

• Attachment 5 contains four tabs:

1. Instructions

2. Charging Station

3.Repaired-Replaced Ports

4. Additional Ports

• The "Charging Station" and 
"Repaired-Replaced Ports" must 
be completed. Only complete the 
"Additional Ports" tab if needed. 

Solicitation Manual pp. 41-42 40



Charging Station Application Template, cont.
(Attachment 5) (2/5)

• The "Instructions" tab should be used as the 
primary source of instructions for completing the 
columns on all the tabs. 

• The pop-up messages on the other tabs are only 
meant to serve as reminders.

Solicitation Manual pp. 41-42 41



Charging Station Application Template, cont.
(Attachment 5) (3/5)

• One row entry on the “Charging Station” 
tab of the Charging Station Application 
Template is considered one charging 
station. 

• Each address should only have one row 
entry. Multiple IDs may be associated 
with the same address entry.

• The address for each charging 
station must match exactly with the 
"Address" column (column D) in FHWA's 
Final List and Final List Addendum of 
Non-Operational Chargers.

• Reponses will include a combination of 
drop-down and text fields.

Solicitation Manual pp. 41-42 42



Charging Station Application Template, cont.
(Attachment 5) (4/5)

• Complete one row on the 
“Repaired-Replaced Ports” tab of 
the Charging Station Application 
Template for each proposed port 
Applicant is requesting to repair or 
replace. 

• The address of the charging station 
associated with the port must 
match exactly with the address 
entered for the charging station in 
the "Charging Station" tab.

• Reponses will include a 
combination of drop-down and text 
fields.

Solicitation Manual pp. 41-42 43



Charging Station Application Template, cont.
(Attachment 5) (5/5)

• Complete one row on the 
“Additional Ports” tab of the 
Charging Station Application 
Template for each proposed port 
Applicant is requesting to install to 
meet the four-port minimum 
requirement in the NEVI standards. 

• The address of the charging station 
associated with the port must 
match exactly with the address 
entered for the charging station in 
the "Charging Station" tab.

• Reponses will include a 
combination of drop-down and text 
fields.

Solicitation Manual pp. 41-42 44



Charging Station Plan
(Attachment 6 -Optional)

• Applicants are encouraged to 
complete Attachment 6 for each 
proposed charging station.

• If the charging station plan is 
submitted and includes all the 
required elements, the charging 
station will be evaluated more 
favorably.

Solicitation Manual pp. 42 45



Resumes (Attachment 8)

• Applicants must include resumes 
for key personnel identified in the 
application.

• Resumes are limited to a maximum 
of 2 pages each.

Solicitation Manual p. 42 46



Contact List (Attachment 9)

• Applicants must complete Attachment 9.

• Include the appropriate points of 
contact under the Recipient column.

• The CEC will complete the CEC points of 
contact during agreement development.

Solicitation Manual p. 42 47



CEQA Worksheet (Attachment 10)

• Applicants must submit a completed 
Attachment 10. 

• The CEC requires this information to 
assist with our CEQA determinations.

Solicitation Manual pp. 42-46 48



Letters of Commitment (Attachment 11)

• Applicants must include a letter of commitment from the 
following entities or individuals:

• Station Hosts: must include language demonstrating that the 
station host consents to the selected EVSP and charging 
equipment

• Key Project Partners: must demonstrate 
commitment/support and ability to fulfill identified roles.

• Match Share Contributors: must identify intended amount of 
match committed, the funding sources, and contact 
information.

• Limit of two pages per letter.
Solicitation Manual p. 46 49



Letters of Support (Attachment 12 -Optional)

• Applicants are encouraged to submit letter(s) of support that 
substantiate the demand and/or benefits of the project.

o Third-party letters of support can be provided by (but are 
not limited to): air districts, state or federal agencies, local 
safety officials, potential project users, etc.

• Limit of two pages per letter.

Solicitation Manual pp. 46-47 50



Past Performance Reference Form 
(Attachment 15)

• Applicants must complete Attachment 15 to provide 
references for:

✓ Agreements with the CEC received by the Applicant 
in the last 10 years.

✓ The five most recent agreements with other public 
agencies received by the Applicant within the past 
10 years.

• References must include a contact person name and 
phone number or email address. These persons may 
be contacted by CEC staff.

• Applicants should fill out a separate Past Performance 
Reference Form for each agreement reference.

Solicitation Manual p. 47 51



Utility Verification Form 
(Attachment 16)

• Applicants must complete a Utility 
Verification Form for each proposed 
charging station.

• Applicants may need utility assistance to 
complete the form. Contact the utility as 
soon as possible to understand their 
timelines to complete the verification form.

Solicitation Manual p. 47 52



National Environmental Policy Act Preliminary 
Environmental Study Form (Attachment 17)

• Applicants must complete Attachment 17.

• Must complete: 

✓ Project Title

✓ Check appropriate boxes under Preliminary 
Design Information

✓ Check appropriate boxes for Parts A – F 

• Applicants may use the space provided on pp. 11-
12 at the end of the form to clarify or provide 
assumptions for their answers in Part A as Applicant 
sees fit. 

• Awardees must complete the full form and 
submission process during the executed agreement 
term.

Solicitation Manual pp. 47-48 53



Applicant Declaration (Attachment 19)

• Applicants must complete Attachment 19 
for the application to be considered 
complete.

Solicitation Manual p. 48 54



Application Evaluation
GFO-24-603

California’s EVC RAA Program
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How Will My Application Be Evaluated?

Stage One: Application Screening

✓Administrative Screening Criteria (Pass/Fail)

✓Technical Screening Criteria (Pass/Fail)

Stage Two: Application Evaluation

*Applicants must pass ALL screening criteria, or the application shall 
be disqualified and eliminated from further evaluation.

Solicitation Manual pp. 49-52 56



Administrative Screening Criteria

Solicitation Manual p. 49 57

Criteria Pass/Fail

1. The application is received by the CEC by the due date 
and time specified in the “Key Activities Schedule” in Section 

I of this solicitation. 
Pass or Fail

2. The Applicant has not included a statement that is 
contrary to the required authorizations and certifications 

when submitting in ECAMS.
Pass or Fail



Technical Screening Criteria

Solicitation Manual p. 49 58

Criteria Pass/Fail

1. The applicant is an eligible applicant. Pass or Fail

2. The applicant passes the past performance 

screening criterion. 
Pass or Fail

3. The application is complete and includes all 

required forms/attachments. 
Pass or Fail



Past Performance Screening

1. An applicant may be disqualified due to severe performance 
issues characterized by significant negative outcomes under 
one or more prior or active CEC agreement(s) within the last 10 
years.

2. Any applicant that does not have an active or prior agreement 
equates to no severe performance issues and therefore would 
pass this screening criteria.
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Project Narrative Evaluation and Scoring

• Applications must obtain a minimum passing score of 70% or 24.5 
points on the Project Narrative for the charging stations within the 
application to be eligible for funding.

• The Evaluation Committee will use the scoring scale described in 
Section IV.D. of the solicitation manual to evaluate the Project 
Narrative.

• Review Section IV of the solicitation manual and ensure the project 
narrative provides a clear and complete response to all scoring criteria.
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Project Narrative Evaluation and Scoring, cont.

Scoring Criteria Possible Points

1. Project Readiness 5

2. Operations and Maintenance (O&M) Plan 10

3. Team Experience and Qualifications 5

4. Project Benefits and Sustainability 10

5. Budget and Finances 5

Total Possible Points 35

Minimum Points to Pass (70%) 24.5
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Charging Station Application Template 
Evaluation and Scoring

• The Evaluation Committee will evaluate the criteria in the Pass/Fail 
sections of the Charging Station Application Template on a pass/fail 
basis. If the charging station does not pass all of the criteria as 
described in Section IV.E.2., it will be disqualified.

• The Evaluation Committee will evaluate the scored sections of the 
Charging Station Application Template as described in Section IV.E.2.

• Review Section IV.E.2. of the solicitation manual. Ensure the 
responses in the Charging Station Application Template meet the 
criteria for passing the pass/fail evaluation and provide a clear and 
complete response to all scoring criteria.
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Charging Station Application Template 
Evaluation and Scoring, cont.

Solicitation Manual pp. 60-62

Scoring Criteria
Possible 

Points

1. Project Benefits and Sustainability 17

2. Project Readiness 30

3. Charging Station Design 21

Total Possible Points 68
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Charging Station Total Score

• Charging stations from passing applications will be assigned a total score. 

➢Charging Station’s Total Score = Application’s Project Narrative Score + Charging Station’s 
Charging Station Application Template Score

• Example: An Applicant proposes two charging stations, Charging Station A and Charging Station 
B, and receives a score of 30 on the Project Narrative. The total scores for the charging stations 
are as follows:
➢Charging Station A:

o Project Narrative score= 30

o Charging Station Application Template score= 51

o Charging Station A total score= 81

➢Charging Station B:

o Project Narrative score= 30

o Charging Station Application Template score= 62

o Charging Station B total score= 92
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Application Submittal
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GFO Submission Requirements

• Applications will be submitted through 
the Energy Commission Agreement 
Management System (ECAMS), 
available at: 
https://ecams.energy.ca.gov/

• Applicants must have or create a 
user account in order to apply for 
this solicitation. To create an 
account, please see the guidance 
document titled User Registration 
Instructions

• Note: One account manager per 
organization, but users can be added 
by account manager
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GFO Submission Requirements, Cont. 

• Electronic files, excluding those requiring signatures, must be in 
the format that they are provided in the solicitation.

• Application documents should meet formatting requirements, 
and page recommendations provided in the solicitation manual.

• Attachments requiring signatures (Support/Commitment 
Letters) may be scanned and submitted in PDF format.

Solicitation Manual pp. 36-37



GFO Submission Resources

• For detailed instructions on how to 
submit an application, please see 
the Applying for a 
Solicitation guidance document

• Guidance documents are available 
at https://www.energy.ca.gov/fundin
g-opportunities/funding-
resources under General Funding 
Information

• Questions about the ECAMS system 
can be sent to:

ECAMS.SalesforceSupport@Energy.ca.gov

68
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GFO Submission

Submit applications early! 

ECAMS will stop accepting application documents 
promptly at the deadline of 11:59 p.m. on January 9, 
2025.

Applications in the process of being submitted prior to 
the deadline will NOT be accepted after the deadline.
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Key Dates
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Activity Action Date

Solicitation Release October 30, 2024

Pre-Application Workshop November 12, 2024

Deadline for Written Questions by 5:00 p.m. November 22, 2024

Anticipated Distribution of Question/Answers Week of Dec. 16, 2024

Deadline to Submit Applications by 11:59 p.m. January 9, 2025

Anticipated Notice of Proposed Awards Posting
Week of March 24, 
2025

Anticipated CEC Business Meeting June 11, 2025



Terms and Conditions
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Terms and Conditions 

• Applicants must agree to the terms and conditions to be eligible for funding.

• This solicitation has two sets of terms conditions
o Terms and Conditions (Attachment 13)

o Special Terms and Conditions for Federal Compliance (Attachment 14)
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Federal Procedures – Caltrans
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Federal Procedures – Caltrans 

Programming/E-76 Authorization

• All projects will be programmed by Caltrans into Federal Transportation 

Improvement Program (FTIP) prior to authorization of funds by FHWA.

• The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has the authority and responsibility 

for implementing and monitoring federal laws, regulations, and executive orders 

affecting federal transportation programs.

• When a project involves federal funding, FHWA is involved according to these 

responsibilities and delegates to Caltrans accordingly per the FHWA/Caltrans 

Stewardship and Oversight Agreement.

• Prior to beginning highway work for which federal reimbursement will be 

requested, the project must be formally authorized by FHWA.
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Programming/E-76 Authorization
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Federal Procedures - Caltrans 

Environmental

• The NEPA process is guided by the Act and its implementing regulations, 23 CFR Part 

771. (LAPM, Ch. 6)

• Preliminary Environmental Study (PES) form must be submitted to Caltrans for review.

• Each project must receive environmental clearance prior to start of final design and right 

of way activities. 

• All Projects must follow the NEPA requirements or jeopardize funding.

Ref. LAPM Ch. 6
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Federal Procedures - Caltrans

Right of Way

• Projects must comply with the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property 

Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 as amended in 1987 (the Uniform Act).

• The R/W Certification is necessary prior to authorization for construction and must 

be consistent with the project’s approved PS&E (23 CFR 635.309).

• All Projects must follow the right of way requirements or jeopardize funding.

Ref. LAPM Ch. 13
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Federal Procedures – Caltrans  

Timelines*

 Environmental Review 

• 4 – 6 weeks

 Right of Way Review 

• 4 – 6 weeks

 Authorization 

• 4 - 6 weeks

*Note: These timelines do not count towards the 12-month project delivery 

timeline if Federal funds are obligated at the Construction Phase. 
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Federal Procedures – Caltrans   

Resources

• Local Assistance Procedures Manual (LAPM) | Caltrans

• Local Assistance Procedures Manual (LAPM) Forms | Caltrans

• Electric Vehicle Charger Reliability and Accessibility Accelerator – EVC RAA - Environment - 

FHWA
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Questions and Answers, cont.
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Three ways to ask questions:
Please state your name and affiliation. Keep questions under 3 minutes to allow time for 
others.

1. Use the raise hand function in Zoom
Zoom Phone Controls:
• *6 – Toggle mute/unmute
• *9 – Raise hand

2. Type questions in the Zoom Q&A Box

3. Submit written questions
Send written questions to Eunice.lemos-adair@energy.ca.gov
Deadline: November 22, 2024, 5:00 p.m. PST

Note that an official CEC response will be provided in writing and posted on the GFO webpage 
in December 2024.



Written Questions

Please send all questions related to GFO-24-603 to:

 EUNICE LEMOS-ADAIR
 Commission Agreement Officer
 715 P Street, MS-1
 Sacramento, CA 95814
 (279) 226-1065

Eunice.lemos-adair@energy.ca.gov

 (Please add subject line: GFO-24-603)

Deadline to submit questions: Friday, November 22, 2024, 5:00 p.m. PST

Deadline to submit applications: Thursday, January 9, 2025, 11:59 p.m. PST
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Next Steps 

Activity Action Date

Deadline for Written Questions by 5:00 p.m. November 22, 2024

Anticipated Distribution of Questions/Answers
Week of December 

16, 2024

Deadline to Submit Applications by 11:59 p.m. January 9, 2025

Anticipated Notice of Proposed Awards Posting
Week of March 24, 

2025

Updates to solicitation documents will be posted on the GFO Webpage:
https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2024-10/gfo-24-603-californias-

electric-vehicle-charger-reliability-and-accessibility
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Thank You!

Applications are due January 9, 2025 by 11:59 p.m.
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