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PETITION TO INTERVENE 

BY THE CENTER FOR BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 

 

Pursuant to Section 1211.7 of the California Energy Commission’s (the 

“Commission”) Rules of Practice and Procedure, Cal. Code Regs. tit. 20, § 1211.7, the 

Center for Biological Diversity (the “Center”) files this Petition to Intervene 

(“Petition”) in the Willow Rock Energy Storage Center Proceeding, Docket No. 21-

AFC-02 (the “Willow Rock Proceeding”).  

Any person may petition to intervene in a proceeding before the Commission 

when, in a timely petition, the petitioner “set[s] forth the grounds for the intervention, 

the position and interest of the petitioner in the proceeding, the extent to which the 

petitioner desires to participate in the proceedings,” and contact information of the 

petitioner. Cal. Code Regs. tit. 20, § 1211.7(a) – (c). As detailed below, the Center 

meets these requirements. 

The Center’s Intervention Is Timely 

 

The Commission has yet to issue a scheduling order specifying a deadline for 

filing a petition to intervene. In the absence of a scheduling order, the default 

intervention deadline is thirty days before an evidentiary hearing. Cal. Code Regs. 

tit. 20, § 1211.7(b). Here, an evidentiary hearing date has not yet been set. 

Accordingly, the Center’s Petition is timely.  

The Center’s Position, Interest, and Grounds for Intervention 

 

The Center is a nonprofit organization with offices nationwide, including 

California. The Center advocates for the protection of threatened and endangered 

species and their habitats through science, policy, and environmental law. The 
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Center’s mission also includes protecting air quality, water quality, and public health 

while supporting the timely development of renewable energy sources in California.  

For over two decades, the Center has worked to conserve and recover rare, 

imperiled, and threatened and endangered species in the California deserts. More 

specifically, the Center has advocated for protection for the western Joshua tree, 

desert tortoise, Mojave ground squirrel, Swainson’s hawk, burrowing owl, migratory 

birds, and many other imperiled species in the California deserts. Through its 

advocacy, the Center aims to reduce impacts on species and habitats from 

development, vehicles, predation, and other threats to California’s fragile desert 

ecosystems.  

To address the climate and extinction crises, the Center is committed to 

supporting California’s transition from fossil energy systems to 100% clean and 

renewable energy. As part of this commitment, the Center advocates for energy 

solutions that reduce greenhouse gas emissions, safeguard ecosystems, and ensure a 

just transition for impacted communities. As California transitions to a carbon-free 

energy future, the Center works to ensure that the clean and renewable energy 

transition is achieved in a way that is equitable and protects California’s beloved 

wildlife, landscapes, and diverse habitats. 

The Center petitions to intervene in the Willow Rock Proceeding on behalf of 

itself and as representative of its members. The interests of the board, staff, and 

members of the Center are directly affected by the project at issue in this matter. 

These immediate interests include, but are not limited to, protection of the western 
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Joshua tree, desert tortoise, Mojave ground squirrel, conservation of migratory birds 

and other avian species, conservation of rare and imperiled native plants, 

conservation of other wildlife species found in the project area, and cumulative 

impacts to these and other desert resources. The Center’s concerns are pertinent to 

many aspects of the Commission’s review of the project, including project 

alternatives, biological resources, cultural resources, archaeological resources, water 

resources, and others. 

The Center has participated as an intervenor in many other proceedings before 

the Commission regarding fossil fuel plants as well as large-scale solar projects in the 

California desert.1 The Center’s past interventions focused on ensuring that energy 

development aligns with California’s environmental laws and climate goals and 

reducing impact on biodiversity. The Center has also participated in the approval 

process for many site-specific projects and in the planning processes for public and 

private lands throughout California, including in Kern County, where the project is 

located.  

The Center Proposes Full Participation  

 

If the Commission grants the Center’s Petition, the Center proposes to 

participate fully in all phases of this proceeding. In so doing, the Center is committing 

to working with other parties to limit duplicative filings, testimony, cross-

examination, and briefing. 

 
1 See, e.g., Puente Power Project (Dkt. No. 15-AFC-01); Ivanpah Solar Electric Generating 

System (Dkt. No. 07-AFC-05); Genesis Solar Energy Project (Dkt. No. 09-AFC-08); Palen 

Solar Power Project (Dkt. No. 09-AFC-07); Hidden Hills Solar Electric Generating Station 

(Dkt. No. 11-AFC-02).  
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Zeynep Graves and Lisa Belenky will represent the Center in this matter. 

Their contact information is as follows:  

Zeynep J. Graves, Senior Attorney 

Center for Biological Diversity 

1212 Broadway, Suite 800 

Oakland, CA 94612 

T: 510.844.7160 

zgraves@biologicaldiversity.org 

 

Lisa T. Belenky, Senior Attorney 

Center for Biological Diversity 

1212 Broadway, Suite 800 

Oakland, CA 94612 

T: 510.844.7107 

lbelenky@biologicaldiversity.org 

*  *  * 

For the foregoing reasons, the Center for Biological Diversity respectfully 

requests that the Commission grant its petition to intervene in this proceeding and 

allow the Center for Biological Diversity to participate as a party. 

 

August 23, 2024  

___________________ 

 

Zeynep J. Graves 

Lisa T. Belenky 

Center for Biological Diversity 

1212 Broadway, Suite 800 

Oakland, CA 94612 

T: 510.844.7160 

zgraves@biologicaldiversity.org 

lbelenky@biologicaldiversity.org 

 

Attorneys for Proposed Intervenor,  

Center for Biological Diversity 

mailto:zgraves@biologicaldiversity.org
mailto:lbelenky@biologicaldiversity.org
mailto:zgraves@biologicaldiversity.org
mailto:lbelenky@biologicaldiversity.org
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

I hereby certify that on August 23, 2024, I e-filed the Center for Biological 

Diversity’s Petition to Intervene with the Docket Unit via the California Energy 

Commission’s e-Filing portal in accordance with Cal. Code Regs. tit. 20, § 1208(a).  

 

All persons on the service list for Docket No. 21-AFC-02 (duplicated below) 

shall be served by the Docket Unit in accordance with Cal. Code Regs. tit. 20, 

§ 1211(b). 

 

Applicant Representative  

Jeffery D. Harris 

Ellison Schneider Harris & Donlan LLP 

2600 Capitol Avenue, Suite 400 

Sacramento, CA 95816 

jdh@eslawfirm.com 

 

 

Intervenor  

California Unions for Reliable Energy 

CURE 

C/O Tanya A. Gulesserian 

Adams Broadwell Joseph & Cardozo 

601 Gateway Boulevard, Suite 1000 

South San Francisco, CA 94080 

 

 

Intervenor Representative  

Richard Franco 

Adams Broadwell Joseph & Cardozo 

601 Gateway Boulevard, Suite 1000 

San Francisco, CA 94080 

rfranco@adamsbroadwell.com  

 

Tara C. Rengifo 

Adams Broadwell Joseph & Cardozo 

601 Gateway Boulevard, Suite 1000 

South San Francisco, CA 94080 

trengifo@adamsbroadwell.com  

 

Commission Staff  

Jared Babula, Staff Counsel 

California Energy Commission 

Chief Counsel Office,  

715 P Street, MS-14 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

Kari Anderson, Staff Counsel 

California Energy Commission 

Chief Counsel Office,  

715 P Street, MS-14 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

Leonidas Payne, Project Manager 

California Energy Commission 

Environmental Office,  

715 P Street, MS-15 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

mailto:jdh@eslawfirm.com
mailto:rfranco@adamsbroadwell.com
mailto:trengifo@adamsbroadwell.com
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Committee 
 

Andrew McAllister 

Presiding Member, Commissioner 

California Energy Commission 

Commissioner Office, 715 P Street 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

Bryan Early 

Advisor to Commissioner McAllister 

California Energy Commission 

Commissioner Office, 715 P Street 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

David Johnson,  

Advisor to Commissioner McAllister 

California Energy Commission 

Commissioner Office, 715 P Street 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

Erik Stokes 

Advisor to Commissioner Gallardo 

California Energy Commission 

715 P Street, MS-31 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

Maggie Deng 

Advisor to Commissioner 

McAllister 

California Energy Commission 

Commissioner Office, 715 P Street 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

Ralph Lee 

Hearing Officer 

California Energy Commission 

Chief Counsel Office,  

715 P Street, MS-14 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

Renee Webster-Hawkins 

Hearing Officer 

California Energy Commission 

Office of the Chief Counsel,  

715 P Street, MS-14 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

Energy Commission 
 

efiling archive 

California Energy Commission 

Sacramento, CA 

efilingPOSarchive@energy.ca.gov  

 

Public Advisor 
 

Mona Badie, Public Advisor 

California Energy Commission 

Public Advisor Office,  

715 P Street, MS-10 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

publicadvisor@energy.ca.gov  

 

 

mailto:efilingPOSarchive@energy.ca.gov
mailto:publicadvisor@energy.ca.gov
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I certify under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed on this 23rd day of August, 2024, in Yucca Valley, California. 
 

       

 

___________________ 

Zeynep J. Graves 

Center for Biological Diversity 

1212 Broadway, Suite 800 

Oakland, CA 94612 

T: 510.844.7160 

zgraves@biologicaldiversity.org 

 

Attorney for Proposed Intervenor, 

Center for Biological Diversity 

mailto:zgraves@biologicaldiversity.org

