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Portable Air Cleaners as a strategy for this program 

In the attached article (see below), The U.S. Dept. of Energy finalized Efficiency Rules 
for Room Air Conditioners and Portable Air Cleaners.  

 
"As portable air cleaner sales increase, these standards will provide 27% in energy 
savings while ensuring efficient performance for improving indoor air quality."  

Poratble air cleaners will also help with reducing green house gase emissions:  
"Collectively, DOEâ€™s past and planned actions under the Biden-Harris 

Administration to improve energy efficiency standards will reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions by more than 2.4 billion metric tons and save consumers $570 billion 
cumulatively over 30 years." 

Additional submitted attachment is included below. 



   
Department of Energy  

DOE Finalizes Efficiency Rules for Room 
Air Conditioners and Portable Air 

Cleaners  
MARCH 23, 2023 

1. Energy.gov 
2. DOE Finalizes Efficiency Rules for Room Air Conditioners and Portable Air 

Cleaners 

New Efficiency Standards Will Save Consumers $25 Billion Over 30 Years, Lower 
Utility Bills, and Reduce Carbon Pollution 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) today finalized new energy 
efficiency standards for room air conditioners—commonly known as window air 
conditioners—and portable air cleaners that will reduce household energy costs and 
significantly cut pollution. DOE expects these standards to save American families 
and consumers approximately $1.5 billion per year on their electricity bills and 
decrease harmful carbon dioxide emissions by 106 million metric tons over 30 
years—an amount roughly equivalent to the combined annual emissions of 13.4 
million homes. After moving quickly to address a backlog of Congressionally-
mandated energy efficiency updates, today’s new rules underscore the President’s 
continued efforts to promote innovation and lower costs for families for families 
while tackling the climate crisis.  

“Today’s announcement builds on the historic actions President Biden took last year 
to strengthen outdated energy efficiency standards, which will help save on people’s 
energy bills and reduce our nation’s carbon footprint,” said U.S. Secretary of Energy 
Jennifer M. Granholm. “DOE will continue to engage with our public and private 
sector partners to finalize additional proposals like today’s that lower household 
energy costs and deliver the safer, healthier communities that every American 
deserves.”  

The new rules will come into effect in 2024 for air cleaners and 2026 for room air 
conditioners. DOE expects the new rules to save consumers more than $25 billion 
over the ensuing 30 years of shipments. With these standards in place, households 
using new room air conditioners and portable air cleaners will save an estimated 
$150 over the average life of the appliances.  

Previous DOE rules have substantially increased the energy efficiency of room air 
conditioners while allowing manufacturers the flexibility to continuously innovate 

https://www.energy.gov/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/12/19/fact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-takes-more-than-100-actions-in-2022-to-strengthen-energy-efficiency-standards-and-save-families-money/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/12/19/fact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-takes-more-than-100-actions-in-2022-to-strengthen-energy-efficiency-standards-and-save-families-money/


and offer more features to consumers. Today, the typical new room air conditioner 
uses 39% less energy than its 1990 counterpart. In that 33-year span, DOE raised the 
efficiency standard for room air conditioners three times. These new standards will 
continue this trajectory of innovation and consumer savings.    

The direct final rule for portable air cleaners—which increases efficiency in two 
phases, beginning in 2024—reflects a consensus agreement among manufacturers, 
the manufacturing trade association, efficiency advocates, consumer advocacy 
groups, states, and utilities. This rule, the first federal standard for portable air 
cleaners, follows the lead of and builds on the efficiency standards already 
established by five states, extending the savings to consumers nationwide. As 
portable air cleaner sales increase, these standards will provide 27% in energy 
savings while ensuring efficient performance for improving indoor air quality.     

Collectively, DOE’s past and planned actions under the Biden-Harris Administration 
to improve energy efficiency standards will reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 
more than 2.4 billion metric tons and save consumers $570 billion cumulatively over 
30 years.    

DOE’s Building Technologies Office implements minimum energy conservation 
standards for more than 60 categories of appliances and equipment. To learn more, 
visit the Appliance and Equipment Standards Program homepage.  

 

https://www.energy.gov/eere/buildings/building-technologies-office
https://www.energy.gov/eere/buildings/appliance-and-equipment-standards-program
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