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PROCEZEDTINGS

July 21, 2022 9:10 A.M.

CHAIR PAZ: Welcome to our commission meeting
on the extraction of lithium. Today we are meeting both
in person and through Zoom. With the adoption of
Assembly Bill 189, which was signed by the Governor on
June 30th, the commissioners and members of the public
can attend and participate in meetings remotely. We
have two in person locations today. And I want to thank
the Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indian Tribe for
hosting a site at the Tameka Gym here in Thermal. And,
I also want to thank the school district for providing
our other physical location at the Westmorland Union
Elementary School.

We are providing interpretation services in
Spanish for attendees at the physical locations and
those participating through Zoom on computers or
tablets. The Zoom interpretation function does not work
for attendees who are only joining by phone. A
representative from the CEC will now speak in Spanish to
inform our Spanish-speaking audience how to use the
service.

MS. LOZA: Buenos dias. Me llamo Erica Loza.
Daré instrucciones a aquellos de ustedes que quieran

escuchar la reunidén en espafiol. Hay un intérprete
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disponible a través de la plataforma Zoom. Para unirse
al canal en espafiol, haga clic en el icono de globo
pequefio en la parte inferior de su aplicacidén Zoom.
Seleccione el canal donde dice S-p-a-n-i-s-h. Luego
haga clic en la frase siguiente donde dice "“Mute
Original Audio” para silenciar el audio original.

Si tiene preguntas o si gusta hacer algun
comentario, por favor de oprimir el icono de la mano
alzada y abierta o envienos un mensaje en espafiol a
través de la funcidén de preguntas y respuestas para
ayudarle.

Back to you, Chair Paz.

CHATIR PAZ: Thank you. To ensure that all
members of the public have access to the meeting under
the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act, we ask that all
Lithium Valley Commissioners connected via
teleconference select and remain on the English Channel
for the entirety of the meeting, preferably with cameras
on.

I Acknowledge that this will be a long meeting
today. When we review the agenda for the day, you will
see that there are scheduled breaks throughout the
agenda. I kindly ask my fellow commissioners to remain
in attendance as much as you are able, and use the

breaks for other business.
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CEC staff can you please review the general
instructions?

MS. LOZA: This is a hybrid meeting, being
conducted with physical locations via teleconference.
This meeting is being recorded as well as transcribed by
a court reporter. The transcript will be posted to the
docket. The recording of the meeting will be available
on the Lithium Valley Commission webpage. The Spanish
interpretation will not be recorded or transcribed.

Members of the public connected via
teleconference will be muted during the presentations,
but there will be opportunities for public comment at
times throughout the meeting. For public commenters, we
will ask you to state and spell your name and state your
affiliation, if any, when speaking. However, state law
permits you to remain anonymous if you choose, so
providing your name and affiliation is voluntary.

There is a Q&A window in the Zoom application
which you can use to type questions and comments, and
staff will relay these comments as appropriate. For any
comments made in Spanish, the interpreter will render
those comments into the English for the non-Spanish-
speaking participants, and to ensure those comments are
included on the record and transcript.

The presentation materials from the meeting
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and workshops today will be made available through the
docket in English and Spanish after the meeting. Please
note that the Spanish version may post a few days after
the English version.

Next slide, please.

Public comments can be submitted at any time
through the e-commenting system accessed through the
Lithium Valley Commission webpage. For more information
on the Lithium Valley Commission, you can access the
website as shown here. You can also review all
materials submitted to the docket at the link provided

below. The website address can be found on the webpage

as well.

Back to you Chair Paz

CHAIR PAZ: Thank you. So, let’s move to the
roll call. Since we are now meeting under the updated

remote meeting provisions of AB 189, as I just
mentioned, Commissioners may participate in person or
remotely. While this bill gives us a lot of
flexibility, it is creating new circumstances for us,
and I just want to let everyone know that we’re still
committed to do as many in person meetings as possible
and try our best to have commissioners in those in
person locations.

Unfortunately, there were unforeseen
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circumstances this morning that either prevented some
Commissioners, who were scheduled to be in Westmorland,
to be there, or they might be late. So, I just want to
let everyone know that it is still our intent to ensure
that, you know, we are accessible to the public.

And so, I will ask the CEC now to call the
roll of Commissioners. And remote participants do not
need to state your location as you did in prior
meetings.

MS. LOZA: Commissioner Castaneda?

COMMISSIONER CASTANEDA: Present.

MS. LOZA: Commissioner Colwell?

Commissioner Dolega?

COMMISSIONER DOLEGA: Present.

MS. LOZA: Commissioner Flores?

COMMISSIONER FLORES: Present.

MS. LOZA: Commissioner Hanks?

Commissioner — Vice Chair Kelley?

Commissioner Lopez?

Commissioner Olmedo?

Chair Paz?

CHATIR PAZ: Present.

MS. LOZA: Commissioner Reynolds?

COMMISSIONER REYNOLDS: Present.

MS. LOZA: Commissioner Ruiz?
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Commissioner Scott?

COMMISSIONER SCOTT: Present.

MS. LOZA: Commissioner Soto?

COMMISSIONER SOTO: Here.

MS. LOZA: Commissioner Weisgall?

COMMISSIONER WEISGALL: Present. And a quick
word, apologies, I was one of those people affected. I
was going to drive down from Palm Springs, but I’ve
spiked a fever. And unfortunately, I did not bring my
webcam with me, so I can’t be, I can’t be on the
picture. But I will be present for the entire meeting.

MS. LOZA: Thank you. We have eight people
present. Back to you, Chair Paz.

CHAIR PAZ: Thank you. We do have a gquorum.
So, as with all of our meetings, if a Commissioner needs
to step away for a few minutes or leave the meeting,
please inform the group as this can affect whether we
have a quorum for specific items. If a Commissioner
arrives during the meeting, we will also note that for
the record.

Next slide, please.

The agenda for today’s meeting is shown on
this slide. The revised agenda was posted yesterday to
indicate the change in order of items. Please note

Planning for Upcoming Lithium Valley Commission Meetings

CALIFORNIA REPORTING, LLC
229 Napa St., Rodeo, California 94572 (510) 313-0610



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

15
and Activities including a Discussion of Potential
Process to Develop the Report to the Legislature was
moved to this afternocon following the community
perspectives session.

Today’s meeting is a little different from our
prior meetings. Today we are meeting all day with two
sessions. In the morning we will hear tribal
perspectives on issues related to the work of the
Lithium Commission, and in the afternoon we will hear
from community members on their perspectives.

In addition, to provide more time for this
discussion, we won’t be addressing item number five, and
the media and legislative items under item number six.
Also, we have a lunch break scheduled for today between
12:30 and 1:30, as well as a short break during the
afternoon session.

Next slide, please.

Let’s begin the tribal session. I would like
to introduce Chairman Tortez of the Torrez Martinez
tribe to kick off the tribal session.

CHATIRMAN TORTEZ: Thank you, Chair Paz. And,
thank you, California Energy, the Lithium Commission,
for having the meeting in Torrez Martinez. We’re
honored to have you here. We’re honored to have all the

tribal relatives here today also in this tribal session.
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And, I would like to begin our tribal session with a
honoring our creator with a prayer.

Creator, Father, Amnah (phonetic). As we begin
to take steps in the direction of your purpose, we ask,
Creator, that you give us wisdom. Creator, we ask this
in faith that as you promise us that you will give us
wisdom in every small and large decision as we step into
your purpose, Creator.

Creator, we thank you that we don’t have to
rely on our own understanding, and we know that your
wisdom will guide us to your exact purpose. Creator, we
thank you that we can come to you and ask anything. So,
we ask this day for your guidance and we thank you for
the blessings and the power that you have bestowed upon
us through your spirit.

Allowah, ayachuma (phonetic).

Alright, thank you. So, with that, as we
discussed last week with the tribal, the tribal forum
that we had, we had the ability to identify and discuss
topics that were important and concerns to the tribes.
You know, those four important topics were
environmental, cultural, economic development, and the
workforce. And we discussed, you know, among other
things, you know, the tribal perspective and the

inclusion. And this all began with, you know, my letter
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to the Lithium Valley Commission several months ago.
And I appreciate the timely response of the Commission
which responded within the next week, and has been — you
know, we’ve had an amicable relationship since then.
And, I appreciate, you know, their ability to include
the tribes and get our perspectives now.

So, with that, I just want to remind the
tribe, all the tribes here and tribal members and every
tribe that’s out there, that as was stated before, that
written comments are the strongest tool that we have.
And, you know, in addition to oral comments here.
Written comments that can be submitted through the
Energy Commission. That way it is documented on record
what we have to say.

With that, I'm going to open it up to the
tribes that have come here today for exposure to their
perspective. And, I would like to first open it up to
Quechan. Tribe Quechan is the primary tribe that has
the ancestral territory there. Do we have Quechan here?

Okay. Would you like to say a few words?

(Pause)

MS. MCGEE: I was hoping that we’d have more
time because some of our members aren’t quite here yet.

CHAIRMAN TORTEZ: Okay.

MS. MCGEE: But, anyway.
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CHATIRMAN TORTEZ: Alright. We can go on, so I
can just open it to any tribe that has a comment. If
not, we have a view as far as Torrez Martinez. We have
our Economic Development Director, Jesus Arguelles, who
will talk on a few points.

MR. ARGUELLES: Honorable members of the
Commission, honorable members of our Nations, Torrez
Martinez, Mr. Chairman, thank you. Honorable members
Arthur Lopez, thank you.

In serving as an economic development
director, it’s really a very complex job. Especially in
light of all the opportunities that are emerging. Not
only in to the lithium related space, but also in the
context of sustainable community development. I was
blessed with the opportunity to attend the previous
panel. And I, frankly, learned a lot.

It created a framework to pivot in my
thinking. Not only as an economist, not only as an
advocate, not only as a former investment banker, not
only as a former civic planner. But rather, as a vessel
to create and build a sustainable diversified economy
that is inclusive, equitable, and fair. With these
comments I would like to frame some observations that I
made. And again, they’re not purely economics, they’re

not purely cultural or historical, I think it’s a blend.
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The first observation that I made is the CTR,
BH Renewables, and EnergySource, I call it for short the
trio. T-r-i-o, trio, three. Their enterprise and
project development process and business models are not
well aligned with a wvision, the wvalues, and aspirations
of the local tribal nations.

In fact, the three have been not very
proactive, nor as strategic as they should have been in
seeking counsel and direction. Not Jjust input and
engagement. As of today, the trio continues to focus
and weigh in more on the technological and financial
considerations as well as workforce development,
inclusive of tailored training programs and educational
curriculum, to assure — and I underline assure —
availability of qualified minds and labor for their
operations.

Also, the message from the trio, the trio’s
leadership to be precise, is that they view practicing
long term environmental sustainability, along with
mitigating public health impacts, as well as promoting
an equitable and inclusive industry sector
diversification, along with fostering supporting
sovereign entrepreneurship and accelerating the scaling
of an inclusive and diversified entrepreneurial

financial ecosystem as an urgent imperative. They need
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to be credited for that.

The reality, however, is that their websites,
marketing materials, and decision making concerning
environmental sustainability and/or corporate social
responsibility are not aligned. You know, that they
have parity with an existential, and vital values of a
thriving Native American lifestyle, and community
resilience.

Frankly, the impact of lithium recovery must
be addressed more aggressively on how this actively will
affect the cultural, economic, technological, health,
and wellness, governance status and the fabric of
surrounding communities. The latter are not
incorporated nor mentioned by any of the firms
environmental or social impact policies or its strategic
initiatives. That’s observation number one.

Observation number two. The absence of a
timely and ample consultation. Limited access to
objective and credible evidenced based data sources, and
trusted information, along with the leadership of
corporates lacking cultural sensitivity and
demonstrating understanding and respect for our Native
American culture have been and continue to be the blind
spot of their respective endeavors. Either by choice,

indifference, or the lack of acceptance.
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These are some of the same actions that are
taking, or that have been taking by eight leading global
lithium extraction recovery operations. When they carry
out community engagement and negotiations. Regrettably,
these community benefit agreements have been unfair in
the amount of the invested in their community for
development programs. They’ve been one sided and
focused on measuring short-term community impacts
instead of using a long-term approach and strategies and
metrics to mitigate, lessen impacts. And it’s
specifically, within the lithium space. I have a note.
The use of environmental friendly technology, which
needs to be proven, and it’s in its infancy in the
stages to application. That does not eliminate the need
for that blind spot to continue.

Observation number three. Selective tribal
leadership believes and feel in light of the
aforementioned, that the ship has sailed, in the sense
that, one, strengthening the lithium urban supply chain
is key element to maintaining the natural security and
competitiveness of the critical metal space.

Number two. The three players, or the trio,
are accelerating the testing, or scaling, of pilot
lithium recovery technologies as well as the

design/build of the thermal plants. This is in addition
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to applying for drilling and expansion approvals and
permits, while aggressively seeking billions of
financing and tax credits from public and private
sources.

The latter are to be used for building several
thermo-generation plants, along with starting the
development and improvement, will require physical
infrastructure to create. This is the key, the critical
mass, and ultimately a lithium-based ecosystem that is
profitable.

I am not sure what are the acceptable options
that are available to the collective, to the
stakeholders, that are present. Nor would I place
myself to presume to know their needs and wants.
However, my sense is that there’s always an option. My
sovereign nations have engaged in a litigation inclusive
of class action suits for parties violating the required
consultation with tribes. However, it has a cost. But
at the end, this will delay or stop the emergence of a
lithium-based hub. And I underline the word hub as
opposed to valley.

So, what are the options? Or what is the
option to litigation? What is the option to allegations
and accusations? What is the option? Listening to

emotional pleas to not destroy the environment. We have
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to go back to the basics.

Anyone that knows a little bit of economics,
knows of Adam Smith, The Wealth of Nations. That is the
blueprint for capitalism. Regrettably, most economists
and investment bankers, people that drive our economics
system and financial system, have never read the other
books by Mr. Adam Smith. Specifically, The Theory of
Moral Sentiment. And The Theory of Moral Sentiment, in
brief, yes human have an invisible hand, it’s all about
me. The invisible hand. Making decisions for you.
However, he says you cannot exercise absolutely an
invisible hand without the moral imperative of improving
society.

So, my thinking was, and it still is, that
somebody else read, had the architects of capitalism
read the other book? Frankly, I don’t believe we would
be in the same place. But we have to make environmental
tradeoffs for quality of life and jobs.

So, what is the other option? It is for all
the tribes to prepare to come together in a unified
fashion. Dysfunctional as it may appear, to create
their own green-print, instead of a blue-print, let’s
call it a green-print. A two to five year strategic and
sustainable regional economic development green-print,

incorporating the collective, or tribal development
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needs as well as those surrounding impacted communities.
Another element of that option — that
management of this new entity, which I’11 refer it as,

4

“a collective,” could be led by forming a coalition or
leadership commission of the tribes and other key
members and stakeholders from the valley. The way
planning works, each county, each city does their own
planning. They do their general plans. They expedite
permits. But there is no regional economic development
strategy in place that incorporates both the Eastern
Coachella Valley as well as the North Imperial County,
which is the most important area that’s going to be
receiving the impact, whatever that is. Whether it be
positive, or negative.

Where will the funding come from? That’s
easy. CTR, let’s call it the trio again, and leverage
those funds, those private sector funds. Leverage them
with state and federal government funds. From private
equity, from sovereign wealth funds, from family
offices, from angels, there’s so much money out there to

do exactly what we need to do. Based on what I heard
last time on the round table, and the Imperial County
investment proposal — which, by the say, there was no
input. There was a couple of meetings that took place,
20, 30 people. They had input. And again, nothing’s
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wrong with that. The only problem is, the only
challenge — it was not inclusive.

So, when you talk about $500,000 for expanding
capacity within Imperial County to process limits,
that’s great. For planning grants, $5 million, that’s
great. For building infrastructure from the Biden’s
program, that’s great. But where are our needs being
incorporated into a strategy?

So, I'm proposing on behalf of all of you, the
tribes, a $4.5 to $6.8 billion dollars to finance
sustainable community infrastructure and community
development impact fund. We have to think big and act
big and incrementally execute a small project that lead
to a major change.

We cannot operate at the margin any longer.
We’ve been there. In fact, I would stay that we’re so
good at marginalizing each other, that that’s our core
competency. We’re great at surviving. But there are
rare examples of where we are actually thriving. We
need more examples of that. So with a green-print, with
that kind of a budget close to $7 billion, I believe
that will set us in momentum, a momentum and a path to
real paradigmal shift.

The focus of sample projects and ventures will

be to increase to water, build renewable ventures,
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improve digital connectivity, construct a network of
leading edge respiratory and diabetes management
clinics, establish a business accelerator of the
industries of tomorrow, modernizing our roads, and
adding community recreational facilities so that our
kids do not stay at home playing games on their
computer.

As a concluding comment, this is not a
draconian or a guantum change or solution. It’s a
framework. It’s an initiative that I believe requires
courage, social and community investment. It requires a
larger vision that lithium is no longer a local
resource, but rather an asset that needs to be preserved
to some extent, but also that is of national importance
to us so that we can all share in the benefit.

As a concluding comment, many of us have been
there. Whether it be gold, whether it be water, whether
it be sun, but we have never created our own table. I
think it is time to create our own table and be, also,
at somebody else’s table. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN TORTEZ: Very good. Thank you,
Jesus. Alright then, again, we’re in the tribal session
of the Lithium Valley Commission meeting. And, I would
like to invite any other tribal leaders, i1if you have any

comments?
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MS. MCGEE: Alright, I’11 go ahead and present
this. But this is just a draft, it’s not our final
letter yet, so we’re understanding that we can submit
our letter next week, but we’ll at least get our
comments in for today.

Meeting with several, with the water tech,
with the environmental department, council, various
tribal members the other day, we came up with these
points. The unknowns are a concern for us. We feel
there’s no data or research to adequately address these
concerns.

Number one, what is the effect of removing
lithium from its natural state? What once — what
happens once it’s not part of a mixture returned to the
earth? If it’s decided not to return any remaining
mixture to the earth, what happens to the void that is
created?

Number two, how will this void affect tectonic
movement? Will this be a result of more earthquakes?
This is a concern due to the close proximity of two
fault lines. If an earthquake were to occur, how would
it affect the release of hydrochloric acid into the
atmosphere?

What will be the impact to the Salton Sea and

its current restoration projects? That’s number three,
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sorry. Four, there’s not mention or negative or adverse
effects as a result of the extraction. We find that
unrealistic. Five, the area is vital to the Pacific
Flyway for wildlife.

Six, health concerns. We already deal with
Valley Fever, asthmatic issues, COPD, and other
respiratory illnesses. How will this exasperate these
problems? Seven, concern about the power given to
Imperial County to administer this problem, or this
project, I'm sorry. Eight, the lack of native
consultation at the get go of this project.

And we will work on this letter, because we
couldn’t g