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Horticultural lighting requirements in upcoming code 

Iâ€™m an expert in the field of cannabis facility engineering. A 1,000watt Gavita HPS 
electronic ballast is capable of covering a 5x7â€™footprint for flowering plants. A 

645watt Gavita LED covers a 4â€™x4â€™ area. Divide power over area. 
HPS:1000w/35sqft = 29w/sqft. LED:645w/16sqft= 40w/sqft. LED uses more energy and 
creates more heat than HPS. These are real world numbers Iâ€™ve seen as a 

professional in this industry.  
 

I believe the new rules should put limits on watts per sqft not micromoles/joule. This way 
the energy consumption is regulated and the grower has choice to use what they 
believe is best.  

 
Iâ€™ve seen that LED can cost 6 times more than HPS. The industry is already 

regulated so much that it cannot compete with low cost of black market. New legislation 
that requires LED will give more advantage to the black market than there is right now.  
 

Please contact me at danielsalcala@hotmail.com for any questions, I would love to be a 
part of the rule making process. Iâ€™m a licensed mechanics engineer I I believe my 

understanding of energy and cannabis horticulture is among the best in the world. 


