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Energy Commission, Sacramento



Inform members of the public about the proposed amendment and the
E C i i ’ iEnergy Commission’s review process.

Redondo Beach Energy Project (RBEP)– Application for Certification
▪ RBEP is a proposed natural‐gas fired combined‐cycle air‐cooled 511‐RBEP is a proposed natural gas fired, combined cycle, air cooled, 511

megawatt (MW) gross electrical generating facility that would replace the
existing and still operational AES Redondo Beach Generating Station. The
existing Redondo Beach Generating Station Units 1 through 8 and auxiliary
boiler no 17 will be demolished as part of the projectboiler no. 17 will be demolished as part of the project.

You will be able to learn about the proposed project, ask questions and
provide comments.

You will also be informed of the various ways you can participate in
the Energy Commission’s power plant licensing process.
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4:00 p.m. Site Visit—bus tour to sitep

5:30 p.m. Presentations and Discussion
Commissioners’ Opening Remarks
Hearing Adviser—Energy Commission’s role
Applicant—project details
Energy Commission Staff—environmental review 
process
Staff’s Issues Identification Report 
Staff’s proposed schedule for the licensing process
Public Adviser’s Office—opportunities for public 
participation
Public Questions and Comments
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E C i i h itti th itEnergy Commission has permitting authority 
over thermal power plants that are 50 
megawatts or greater. 

The Commission is the lead state agency for 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
review and ongoing compliancereview and ongoing compliance. 

Energy Commission staff is an independent 
party in the proceeding Staff will prepare anparty in the proceeding.  Staff will prepare an 
independent evaluation of the environmental, 
engineering, and public health/safety aspects of 
the proposed amendmentthe proposed amendment.



There are five members of the Energy 
Commission. The Commission has appointed 
Commissioners Douglas (Presiding CommitteeCommissioners Douglas (Presiding Committee 
Member) and Scott (Associate Committee 
Member) to oversee the licensing process for 
this projectthis project. 

Following staff review, the Committee will 
issue a Presiding Member’s Proposed Decisionissue a Presiding Member s Proposed Decision 
(PMPD) that makes a recommendation to the 
full Commission to approve, reject, or change 
the proposed project. p p p j



Committee conducts hearings to create evidentiary recordg y

Issues Presiding Member’s Proposed Decision (PMPD). The 
PMPD contains findings relating to:

E i t l i t bli h lth i i▪ Environmental impacts, public health, engineering
▪ Project’s compliance with Local Laws, Ordinances, Regulations 

and Standards (LORS)
▪ Recommends conditions of certificationRecommends conditions of certification
▪ Recommends approval or denial of the application

Full Commission issues a Final Decision

Appeals: Reconsideration by Commission; California 
Supreme Court

Energy Commission monitors compliance with all conditions 
of certification for the life of the project, including closure

6



All d i i d i hi ill b dAll decisions made in this case will be made 
solely on the basis of the public record.
C t t b t i t t d ti d thContacts between interested parties and the 
members of the Committee regarding a 
substantive matter must occur in a publicsubstantive matter must occur in a public 
forum or in a writing distributed to all the 
parties and made available to the public.  p p
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Purpose: to provide full disclosure to allp p
participants of any information that may be
used as a basis for the future Decision on
thi li tithis application.
No off‐the‐record contacts concerning
substantive matters are permitted to takesubstantive matters are permitted to take
place between interested parties and the
Commissioners, their advisers, this, ,
Committee, or the Hearing Officer.
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1.  Data Adequacy

Minimum requirements to accept application

2.  Staff Discovery and Analyses

I Id tifi tiIssues Identification

Data requests

Public Workshopsp

Preliminary Staff Assessment and public comment

Final Staff Assessment  

3.  Committee Evidentiary Hearing and Decision
Evidentiary Hearings on FSA and other information
Presiding Member’s Proposed Decision (PMPD) 
and public commentsand public comments
PMPD hearing and Commission decision
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Determine if the proposed project (AFC) complies with 
Laws, Ordinances, Regulations, Standards (LORS)
Conduct engineering, environmental, public health and 
safety analysissafety analysis
identify issues;
identify environmental impacts and mitigation 
measures;measures;
evaluate project alternatives; and
recommend conditions of certification.

Facilitate public and agency participation 

Staff products:  Preliminary Staff Assessment (PSA) and 
Final Staff Assessment (FSA)( )
Make recommendations to the Committee
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Energy Commission staff work closely with other 
governmental agencies, for example:

Local: City of Redondo BeachLocal: City of Redondo Beach

Regional: Los Angeles County; South Coast Air Quality 
Management District; Regional Water Quality Control 
BoardBoard

State: California Coastal Commission; Department of Fish 
and Wildlife; California Independent System Operator; 
C lif i P bli Utiliti C i iCalifornia Public Utilities Commission

Federal: Environmental Protection Agency; Army Corps 
of Engineersg



PurposePurpose
Inform participants of potentially significant issues staff 
believes it will encounter;
Provides an early focus on important topics;Provides an early focus on important topics;
The Issues Identification Report is not limiting. Staff, 
agencies and other stakeholders may identify additional 
significant issues, going forward.g g g

Criteria
Significant impacts may result from the project which 

b diffi lt t iti tmay be difficult to mitigate
The project as proposed may not comply with applicable 
laws, ordinances, regulations or standards (LORS)
Conflicts may arise between the parties about theConflicts may arise between the parties about the 
appropriate findings or conditions of certification
Issues that can delay the 12‐month siting process 



Environmental Justice Population
Alternatives
Cultural Resources
Coordination with SCAQMD / Project 
Schedule
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Based upon the 2010 Census data 59 5 percent of theBased upon the 2010 Census data, 59.5 percent of the
total population living within the six‐mile buffer of the
project site constitutes an environmental justice

lpopulation.
Staff will review the impacts resulting from the
construction and operation of the proposed project toconstruction and operation of the proposed project to
determine if there are any disproportionate impacts
and propose applicable mitigation.
Staff is working with the Public Adviser on public
outreach regarding the project and its impacts.

15



CEQA i t ff t l bl f lt ti t thCEQA requires staff to analyze a reasonable range of alternatives to the 
project or the location of the project, which would feasibly attain most of 
the basic objectives of the project but would avoid or substantially lesson 
any of the significant effects of the project.y g p j

CEQA requires a “rule of reason” that requires the environmental analysis 
to set forth only those alternatives necessary to permit a reasoned choice 
and would avoid or substantially lessen any of the significant effects of theand would avoid or substantially lessen any of the significant effects of the 
project. 

The feasibility of alternatives is taken into account as it relates to site 
it bilit i i bilit il bilit f i f t t l lsuitability, economic viability, availability of infrastructure, general plan 

consistency, other plans or regulatory limitations, jurisdictional boundaries 
and whether the proponent can reasonably acquire control or otherwise 
have access to the alternative site.
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Alt ti th t t ff ill b id i i it l i i l d b tAlternatives that staff will be considering in its analysis include, but 
are not limited to:
No Project Alternative Scenarios

R bl f bl i Th i t lik l tReasonably foreseeable scenario – The scenario most likely to 
occur at the RBGS without implementing the proposed RBEP 
and to keep the power plant in operation, including once‐
through cooling (OTC) retrofit optionsthrough cooling (OTC) retrofit options.
Decommissioning/site restoration – Full decommissioning of the 
RBGS, including site remediation/restoration. 

Reconfigured Site AlternativeReconfigured Site Alternative
On‐Site Technology Alternatives
Site Alternatives
Other Alternatives (e.g., distributed generation, energy efficiency,Other Alternatives (e.g., distributed generation, energy efficiency, 
etc.)
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The AFC identifies eleven historic‐period built‐environment 
resources within the study area, including the Redondo Beach 
Generating Station (RBGS) and the SEA Lab building across HarborGenerating Station (RBGS) and the SEA Lab building across Harbor 
Drive from RBGS, which was the original pump house for RBGS 
Unit 1.

Staff is investigating the significance of the 1947‐1948 Redondo 
Beach Generating Station Administration, Unit 1 and SEA Lab 
buildings. Significance themes which may be explored are: the Art g g y p
Moderne architectural style, the design and construction by a 
master/important creative individual and the relationship of the site 
and building design to the 20th Century City Beautiful Planning 
movement in the United States. 



Preliminary Determination of Compliance (PDOC) 
expected in January 2014 and a Final 

f l O dDetermination of Compliance (FDOC) expected in 
March 2014. 
Energy Commission staff utilizes the PDOC andEnergy Commission staff utilizes the PDOC and 
FDOC in their air quality analysis; the timing of 
the availability of these documents will impact the y p
proposed schedule for producing an Energy 
Commission final decision.
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ACTIVITY DATE
Application for Certification determined to be “Data Adequate”Application for Certification determined to be   Data Adequate  

at Commission Business Meeting 8/27/13

Staff files Issues Identification Report 9/20/13

Information hearing and site visit 10/01/13

Staff files first round of Data Requests  10/8/13

Applicant files Data Responses 11/08/13

D t R d I R l ti W k h 11/21/13Data Responses and Issues Resolution Workshop    11/21/13

Staff files data requests (round 2, if necessary) 12/12/13

Applicant provides data responses (round 2, if necessary) 01/12/14

Data Responses and Issues Resolution Workshop 01/17/14

Applicant submits supplemental information resulting from  02/09/14

20
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Redondo Beach Energy Project (12-AFC-03)
* The assigned Committee will determine this part of the schedule.

ACTIVITY DATE

SCAQMD files Preliminary Determination of Compliance 
(PDOC)

01/24/14

Preliminary Staff Assessment published 03/10/14

Preliminary Staff Assessment workshop 03/25/14

SCAQMD issues Final Determination of Compliance (FDOC) 03/25/14

Final Staff Assessment published 05/09/14Final Staff Assessment published 05/09/14

Prehearing Conference* TBD

Evidentiary hearings* TBD

Committee files Presiding Members Proposed Decision (PMPD)* TBD

Committee hearing on PMPD* TBD
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Committee files errata or revised PMPD (if necessary)* TBD

Energy Commission final Decision* TBD



Redondo Beach Energy Project
Docket No 12 AFC 03Docket No. 12-AFC-03

Blake Roberts

Assistant Public Adviser

October 1, 2013



At the Commission

The Public Adviser is an independently appointed 
attorney who:y

Helps the public understand the process

Recommends the best way to be involved

Assists in successful participation in proceedings
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Outreach for Site Visit Environmental Scoping MeetingOutreach for Site Visit, Environmental Scoping Meeting, 
and Informational Hearing

Who: Local city and county officials tribal officials andWho: Local city and county officials, tribal officials and 
members, schools, hospitals, non-profit groups and community 
organizations, property owners, public members who have 
contacted our officecontacted our office

How:  Paid local newspaper advertisement, local libraries, local 
TV and radio mailing lists email blastsTV and radio, mailing lists, email blasts
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www energy ca gov
At the Commission

First Level – Public Comments (Informal Participation)www.energy.ca.govFirst Level Public Comments (Informal Participation)

Verbal comments at public meetings through Blue Cards

Electronic comments through Commission e-commenting system

Written comments to the Commission Dockets Unit (1516 NinthWritten comments to the Commission Dockets Unit (1516 Ninth 
Street, MS 4, Sacramento 95814)
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www energy ca gov
At the Commission

www.energy.ca.govFirst Level – Public Comments (Informal Participation)

Public comments are considered by the Commissioners and are part ofPublic comments are considered by the Commissioners and are part of 
the record

but

Public comments are not considered evidence and cannot be the sole 
basis of a decision
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Second Level – Intervening (Formal Participation)Second Level Intervening (Formal Participation)

An intervenor is a party to the proceeding, can present evidence at 
the hearings through witnesses, and can question the staff and g g , q
applicant’s witnesses

Anyone may file a Petition to Intervene

You do not have to be or have an attorney to intervene

Early intervention is most effectiveEarly intervention is most effective

The Public Adviser’s Office can advise how to file a Petition to 
Intervene through e-filing system and to navigate the processg g y g p

Petition is considered by the assigned committee
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Things To DoThings To Do

Sign up for Redondo Beach listserv: www.energy.ca.gov/listservers

Submit written comments

Provide oral commentsProvide oral comments

Attend public project events

I i W bE f llIn person or via WebEx or conference call

Non-English speakers welcome

Special accommodations for persons with disabilities:Special accommodations for persons with disabilities:
Lourdes Quiroz, (916) 654-5146, lou.quiroz@energy.ca.gov
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www.energy.ca.govwww.energy.ca.gov
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Instructions for e-commentingInstructions for e commenting

1. Go to Redondo Beach project web page: 
http://www.energy.ca.gov/sitingcases/redondo_beach/p // gy g / g / /

2. Click on “Comment on this Proceeding” at top of page.

3 Fill out contact information Comment title should be “Jane Doe’s3. Fill out contact information.  Comment title should be Jane Doe s 
Comment re ___________.”

4. Either type comments into “Comment Text” field or upload document.yp p

5. Enter CAPTCHA and click on “Agree and Submit your Comments”.

6 You will receive a notice via email that comment has been docketed6. You will receive a notice via email that comment has been docketed. 
Email will provide a link to your docketed comment.
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Blake Roberts, Assistant Public Adviser

Phone (916) 654-4489

Toll Free (800) 822-6228

F (916) 654 4493Fax (916) 654-4493

Mailing 1516 Ninth St, MS-12

Sacramento CA 95814-2950Sacramento CA 95814 2950

Email publicadviser@energy.ca.gov

Website www.energy.ca.gov/public_advisergy g /p _
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The Application for Certification (AFC) is available for publicThe Application for Certification (AFC) is available for public 
review at the following libraries:

Redondo Beach Public Library; Hermosa Beach Public Library; Katy 
G i t Ci i C t Lib M h tt B h Lib dGeissert Civic Center Library; Manhattan Branch Library; and 
Rancho Palos Verdes Estates Public Library

Copies are also available at the Energy Commission’s Library in p gy y
Sacramento, the California State Library in Sacramento, and at 
public libraries in Eureka, San Francisco, Fresno, Los Angeles, and 
San Diego.

The AFC is available on‐line at: 
http://www.energy.ca.gov/sitingcases/redondo_beach/documents/appl
icant/AFC/
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All project documents are available for publicAll project documents are available for public 
review at:

E C i i W b itEnergy Commission Web site: 
http://www.energy.ca.gov/sitingcases/redo
ndo_beach/

Dockets Unit at the Energy Commissiongy
1516 9th Street, MS ‐ 4
Sacramento, CA 95814‐5512
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Committee
− Commissioner Karen Douglas, Presiding Member
− Commissioner Janea Scott, Associate Member

Hearing Officer
− Susan Cochran, Hearing Officer

(916) 654‐3965, e‐mail: susan.cochran@energy.ca.gov

i i ffCommission Staff
− Patricia Kelly, Siting Project Manager 

(916) 654‐4063, e‐mail: patricia.kelly@energy.ca.gov

P bli Ad i ’ OffiPublic Adviser’s Office
− Alana Mathews/Blake Roberts

(916) 654‐4489 or (800) 822‐6228
e‐mail: PublicAdviser@energyca gove mail: PublicAdviser@energy.ca.gov
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