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multiple landowners operate shared pumping facilities, pursuing solar
collectively

The farm where our group is wanting to pursue a solar development is comprised of several
landowners operating their farms separately on a shared water conveyance system which
mncludes a series of electric lift pumps and deep wells located throughout the 1,200 acre rice
farming ranch. The ranch was origmally owned and farmed by my grandfather and his brothers
together under their farming company. Now that the land has been passed down to the next
generation, various landowners have decided to farm their portions of the ranch on their own.
However, because the water conveyance system was designed as if the ranch was all being
operated as one, landowners decided it would be in everyonea€™s best interest to form an
agreement, tied to the land, that would ensure equal share of the water and conveyance facilities
amongst the landowners based on acreage. Several years ago we created a recorded legal
agreement in place which ties all of the water conveyance facilities and required access to the
land, in perpetuity, so water system operation and access will not be interrupted by the sale of
any lands within the ranch. Ideally, the group of landowners would want to pursue ownership of
a single solar development collectively in order to reduce the use of electricity. The cost incurred
by each landowner would be based on the proportion of acreage they own. All of this
background information leads me to my question regarding how the group should go about
applying to the REAP program. Could a project like this be handled under one application even
though it would nvolve multiple farming operations? Would each landowner submit their own
individual application as a part of the overall solar development? Would it be best for the owner
of the land where the solar is to be located apply as an individual and then arrange for
reimbursement from the other landowners at a later time? Are there any other implications
associated with the structure outlined above that would need to be considered during the
application submission process?





