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What are TOU rates?
Time-of-use is a rate plan in which rates vary according to the time of day, season, and day type (weekday or weekend/holiday). Higher rates
are charged during the peak demand hours and lower rates during off-peak (low) demand hours. Rates are also typically higher in summer
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months than in winter months. This rate structure provides price signals to energy users to shift energy use from peak hours to off-peak hours.
The chart below shows the pricing for an illustrative time-of-use rate plan. Red indicates high price periods, yellow indicates moderate price
periods, and green indicates low price periods.  
 
Time of use pricing encourages the most efficient use of the system and can reduce the overall costs for both the utility and customers.  

   Weekday       Weekend    

    Early morning   

    Midday   

    Afternoon/Evening        

    Overnight   

 

Prices are predetermined for each time period. Prices do not adjust according to day-to-day changes on the wholesale electricity market.

 
Currently, all commercial, industrial and agricultural customers in California are required to be on a time-of-use plan. Residential customers can
choose to be on to time of use plans, by contacting their utility.  
 
If customers have energy usage that can be shifted from peak hours to off-peak hours, they may be able to reduce their energy bill by switching
to a time-of-use rate plan. For example, customers could run large appliances like dishwashers and washing machines at off-peak hours.
Electric vehicle owners may also benefit from switching to a time-of-use rate plan if they charge their vehicles overnight. 
 
Links to utility time of use sites: 

PG&E Residential 
PG&E Commercial 

SCE Residential 
SCE Commercial 

SDG&E Residential  
SDG&E Commercial 

https://www.pge.com/en_US/residential/rate-plans/rate-plan-options/time-of-use-base-plan/time-of-use-plan.page
https://www.pge.com/en_US/business/rate-plans/rate-plans/explore-rate-plans/time-varying-pricing.page
https://www.sce.com/wps/portal/home/residential/rates/Time-Of-Use-Residential-Rate-Plans/!ut/p/b1/nVRNc9owEP0tOeSo0erDlnyUW-rIITDUNA2-MLIsp27BkOBmSn595AzTFjpgqE5aafX09ulpcY4fcN6Yl_rRtPWqMYsuzsN5qj8qknCqx9lIgCLZ4C6ZDNlAcZ8w8wlwZCh4P09kom50BloOJwx0HOtx-IkzuKX4K85xbpt23X7Ds411c7tqWte0c9dcw25-Dc9uU5d-VpuFD0zrNntraL0wTQe0tnWJZ4ExoSxkhQxhDnFZEGSEDyUpbcFdwApHdsRPMOuIRwkMbtIx6GTabbMJjDKlGEC4O38iYa_w5LOgoNP7wXAcEwqSHt7_b0KP8O_C9UjfV8PMcxBHNfjAcPZHVEGoddYAokVlEA-EQZJGFMnSRGVAgVFX9gHyiwHTPv94GevvT0-58i7q3PKrxQ8nbPT4c2Ha1fP2kCmINPDA6lbE5J5pRf5mGoqqdM5FyASOIV5YjiJJLaKRiCxxkTElPwRMprwDpIIlsfZMg4sB0zMcdEnpv3_LjupRb-09-1l_6TTgBC4GTM9oO_9V-_HusV5-WUq2rWv0oxqNkCnklr1Oq-VyftdKYMH65XWo1NXVG_TuBSs!/dl4/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://www.sce.com/wps/portal/home/business/tools/time-of-use/time%20of%20use/!ut/p/b1/lZRfc6IwFMW_SvfBx0wuSYDwiF1FwD_j6rbKixMgsewKWImdtZ9-oWNnrTuK8hIyuTn53TMnwRFe4KgQb9la6KwsxKaZR9Yq8L-7hseIz5nXB78_fZqG_RDAMOqCZV0AFz4XPvYb3HMH_gx8PpxS8Ltdf2L1GYWQ4Gcc4Sgp9Fa_4GWVyFVSFloWeiWLDhz_OxDvq6yQVdUBXZabZshy-VCqh30lv0watW2SpXiZCIdyJQUyaaIQUyYgh5kJMmJucYhTm5if9FfwGnrHg94gmIDvzZtlOoXxzHUpgHXcf6XgS_feD5uAHzz1hpOuQYCR8_P_L2hx_8O9Fv_beljWDPZFDx4pnv0z1TZIIhMBiMRKIGbaAnHiEMRT4aQmAUpk2ibI7hYM2kJU25j9en2N3DpKTWT-aLy4mKWdXO83Qpe7wznpmf2hcUrKFWdOSjniJqvzZKcKOdyQKHaIpQSPTcLic8GJ6UFN2vPCUXcOjs3uFgxuSNDtrX9eoyPnpWANrFPOmy7SdUEH7hYMbnh47m-8_f2oZclu9Dha17RCv6CsUCVenFZs8585p4csQ7_VeIxEzA_0fa7yfDXSHKi5fXsfymf3218Nj13b/dl4/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
http://www.sdge.com/whenergy/residential.php
http://www.sdge.com/whenergy/business.php
https://www.pge.com/en_US/residential/rate-plans/rate-plan-options/time-of-use-base-plan/time-of-use-plan.page
https://www.pge.com/en_US/business/rate-plans/rate-plans/explore-rate-plans/time-varying-pricing.page
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