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NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION AND
RECOMMEND A SMALL POWER PLANT EXEMPTION

McLaren Data Center Project
(17-SPPE-01)

Vantage Data Centers filed an application with the California Energy Commission,
which was docketed on December 26, 2017 (TN 222041-13 and associated
documents), requesting a Small Power Plant Exemption (SPPE) for the McLaren Data
Center and associated McLaren Backup Generating Facility (project) in Santa Clara,
California. This application was subsequently revised via a new filing on May 21, 2018
(TN 223483) stemming from the applicant’s decision to change the model of generator
to be used to produce backup power.

Under the Energy Commission’s rules, approval of an SPPE must comply with the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), including an assessment of the potential
environmental impacts of the proposed project. The Energy Commission proposes to
adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for this project. A Proposed MND has
been prepared based upon the assessment of potential environmental impacts outlined
in the Initial Study (IS).

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The project consists of two primary components--the McLaren Data Center (MDC) and
the McLaren Backup Generating Facility (MBGF). The MDC consists of three, four-
story, 175,000-180,000-gross square feet (gsf) data center buildings (a total of
approximately 541,000 gsf) and a paved surface parking lot on an approximately 8.97-
acre site. The MBGF consists of 47 diesel-fired backup generators, each with a peak
output capacity of 2.75 megawatt (MW) and with a continuous steady state cutput
capacity of 1.93 MW, for a total generation capacity of up to 91.7 MW to support the
need for the MDC to provide uninterruptible power supply for its tenants’ servers. Three
additional 600kW generators would provide continuous power to the pumps associated
with the fire sprinkler system and other emergency operations for each building.
Additional project elements include switchgear and distribution cabling to interconnect
the three generation yards to their respective buildings. The project also includes an
approximately 14,250-sf Silicon Valley Power (SVP) substation along Mathew Street.

STAFF CONCLUSIONS
Energy Commission staff has completed an independent review of Vantage Data

Centers’ McLaren Data Center project, described above. Staff finds that no significant
direct or indirect impacts will result from the project, or cumulatively in conjunction with

1











