
Subject:	 Application for Certification for Metcalf Energy Center by Calpine and Bechtel Enterprises, 
Incorporated and Draft Management Plan for. Tulare Hill 

• 
The Santa Clara Valley Water District (District) has reviewed the Application for Certification (AFC) 
provided to the California Energy Commission by Calpine and Bechtel Enterprises, Incorporated, 
transmitted to the District on July 22, 1999, and the Draft Management Plan for Tulare Hill, received on 
October 19, 1999. The District has the following comments in addition to the comments already submitted 
on October 22, 1999: 

GEOLOGIC HAZARDS AND RESOURCES SECTION-AFC 

8.15.1.1.1 Major Faults 

Tn addition to active faults, geologists often include a discussion ofpotentially active faults. Instead 
of addressing whether a fault is "active," the State of California presently focuses on those faults 
with the possibility ofdisplacements during latest Pleistocene and Holocene times. State geologists 
have categorized faults as being type "A" or type "B," depending on their estimated slip rate and 
the magnitude earthquake a particular fault is capable of generating. Additional faults that fit this 
category and which fall within the 30-mile radius of the consultant's study include the Monterey 
Bay-Tularcitos fault, the Quien Sabe fault, and the Zayante-Vergeles fault, all type "B" faults. In 
addition to the main trace of the Hayward fault, which the consultant lists as being 22 miles from 
the site, the State has identified the "Southeastern Extension" (also a "B" fault) ofthe Hayward fault, 
which is about 4 miles from the site. A discussion of these additional faults may be appropriate. 

8.15.1.4.2 Earthquake Ground Shaking 

Reference	 is made to possible ground accelerations of 0.5 g and 0.4 g at the site due to an 
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• earthquake on the Santa Clara fault. The consultant may want to compare the above accelerations 
at the site with those due to ground shaking on other nearby faults, such as the Southeastern 
Extension of the Hayw¥d fault (4 miles away) and the Monte Vista-Shannon fault (about 6 miles 
away). Earthquakes on these other faults may have a higher probability of occurring than on a, 
relatively unknown one such as the Santa Clara fault. f)~ t::A ~~. oJFAQu 
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8.15.3.2 Grc,und Shaking 

In addition to the 1997 UBC code, there is the 1998 California Building Code that needs to be 
followed with respect to design for ground shaking. The 1998 CBC is listed later in section 8.15.4.2 
State LORS. 

The District would like to review the forthcoming geotechnical report that will address expansive 
clay, liquefaction, seismic shaking, and other pertinent geologic hazards at the site. 

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS HANDLING SECTION-AFC 

The District is unable to provide comments on the Hazardous Materials Handling section at this time. For 
specific questions about this section, please call Mr. Beau Goldie at (408) 265-2607, extension 2634. 

DRAFT MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR TULARE HILL REPORT 

The last paragraph on page 10 of Attachment BR-26 states that walnut trees to be removed as part ofthe 
subject project are proposed to be replaced by walnut trees at a 1: 1 ratio. The District recommends that 
the mitigation plan be modified to replace walnut trees by some ofthe other riparian species proposed, and 
not by walnut trees. 

FLOOD CONTROL CONSIDERATIONS 

As indicated on our October 22, 1999, letter, a hydraulic analysis needs to be completed for any 
a1ternative(s) to be presented. Hydraulically, the District recommends a comprehensive solution that will 
deal with the MetcalfEnergy Center (MEC) site and surrounding sites as one hydraulic system rather than 
analyzing the MEC site as a separate unit. This system approach should take into account the changes 
proposed to the Coyote Valley Research Park (CVRP) site (upstream of your site) and the unimproved 
parcel between CVRP and MEC, and include a hydraulic solution that would not negatively impact that 
unimproved parcel as a result of the MEC improvements. 

WATER SUPPLY 

The District strongly supports the use of recycled water from South Bay Water Recycling as the best 
source ofsupply for MEC's cooling requirements. The District has also reviewed the concept ofproviding 
raw water from the Cross Valley Pipeline on an interim basis (3 to 5 years) to satisfy MEC's cooling 
requirements before recycled water becomes available, and will consider allowing a connection to that 
pipeline under a set of conditions to be agreed upon by the District and MEC. 

The District is also willing to consider the proposal of using groundwater for cooling requirements on an 
interim basis (3 to 5 years) in lieu of, or in combination with, the raw water alternative discussed above. 
This will be contingent upon MEC's assurance that recycled water will be the long-term water supply for 
their cooling needs, and upon the completion of a hydrogeological study to identify and quantify any 
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potential impacts on the groundwater basin as a result o(long-term sustained pumping. This propos31 also 
requires agreement from the water retailer for that area 

The District is agreeable to the use of groundwater as a water supply source for MEC's cooling 
requirements during a short-term emergency condition, which according to the project's consultant, is 
expected to last a maximum oftwo to three weeks, and is not expected to happen on a frequent basis. If 
the raw-water connection discussed previously were to be implemented, the District will also be agreeable 
to the concept ofMEC's use of raw water as a short-term emergency supply under certain conditions. 

The District has also considered the use of recycled water as a water supply for uses other than cooling at 
the MEC. Currently, the District would not support the use of recycled water on an open system because 
of concerns related to the potential degradation ofthe groundwater basin. 

Please reference District File No. 25791 on further correspondence regarding this project. 

Ifyou have any comments or need further information, please call me at (408) 265-2607, extension 2576. 

.. Sinc~~ 

• ~mm~ 
Associate Engineer 
Community Projects Review Unit 

cc:	 Mr. Bob Anderson 
California Energy Commission 
1516 Ninth Street, MS-15 
Sacramento; CA 95814-5512 

Mr. Rich Buikema 
Department of Planning, Building 

and Code Enforcement 
City of SanJose 
801 North First Street 
San Jose, CA 95110 

Ms. Valerie 1. Young 
CH2Mhill 
1737 North First Street, Suite 300 
San Jose, CA 95112-4524 

Mr. Ken Abreu 
Calpine, Incorporated 
6700 Kole Center Parkway, Suite 200 
Pleasanton, CA 94566 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Energy Resources Conservation 
and Development Commission 

In the Matter of: ) Docket No. 99-AFC-3 
) 

Application for Certification for the ) PROOF OF SERVICE 
Metcalf Energy Center [Calpine ) (*Revised: 10/15/99) 
..;;;;C;..;;;o..;;...r"",p.;;;.or;..;;a;;;.;;t;.;;.;io=n"'-=.an=d=-=B;..;;e;..;;;c=h..;;...te=l-=E=n;.;;.;t=e.;;....rpo:..;r;..;;i.;;;.se=s,-,-'=1n=c=.",-l__) 

I, Chester Hong, declare that on December 9,1999 I deposited in the United States mail, copies of 
the attached APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATION FOR :METCALF ENERGY CENTER 
BY CALPINE AND BECHTEL ENTERPRISES, INCORPORATED AND DRAFT 
MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR TULARE HILL in Sacramento, CA with first class postage 
thereon fully prepaid and addressed to the following: 

DOCKET UNIT 

• 
Send the original signed document plus 12 
copies to the following address: 

CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION 
Attn: Docket No. 99-AFC-3 
DOCKET UNIT, MS-4 
1516 Ninth Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814-5512 

In addition to the documents sent to the 
Commission Docket Unit, also send individual 
copies ofall documents to: 

APPLICANT 

Ken Abreu 
Calpine Corporation 
6700 Koll Center Parkway, Suite 200 
Pleasanton, CA 94566 

Counsel for Applicnnt 

Jeffrey D. Harris, Esq. 
Ellison & Schneider 
2015 H Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

INTERVENERS 

California Unions fOf Reliable Energy 
(CURE) 
Marc D. Joseph 
Lizanne Reynolds 
Adams, Broadwell, Joseph & Cardozo 
651 Gateway Boulevard, Suite 900 
South San Francisco, CA 94080 

City of Morgan Hill 
David Jenkins, City Manager 
Council Member Cynthia 1. Cook 
Council Member Steve Tate 
17555 Peak Avenue 
Morgan Hill, CA 95037 

• 
Revisions to pos List, i.e. updates, additions and/or deletions. 
MetcalfEnergy Center (Docket No..99-AFC-3)
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Elizabeth Cord 
Santa Teresa Citizens Action Group 
286 Sorenta Way 
San Jose, CA 95119-1437 

Scott & Donna Scholz
 
6464 San Anselmo Way
 
San Jose, CA 95119-1928
 

Jeffrey Wade
 
7293 Forsum Road
 
San Jose, CA 95138
 

Californians for Rene\vable Enelogy 
C/O Michael E. Boyd 
821 Lakeknoll Drive 

. Sunnyvale, CA 94089 

Paul R. Burnett
 
1960 Llagas Road
 
Morgan I-Lill, CA 95037
 

*Robert F. Williams
 
7039 Via Pradera
 
San Jose, CA 95139-1152
 

T.H.E. P.D.B.L.I.C.
 
William J. Barbett, Agent·
 
PO Box 36136
 
San Jose, CA 95158-6132
 

INTERESTED AGENCIES 

Laurel Prevetti
 
Planning Department
 
City of San Jose
 
801 N. First Street, Room 400
 
San Jose, CA 95110
 

Kent Edens, Planning Services
 
City of San Jose
 
801 N. First Street, Room 400
 
San Jose, CA 95110
 

Janis Moore, Planner II 
City of San Jose 
Dept. of Planning, Bldg.and Code 
Enforcement 
801 N. First Street, Room 400 
San Jose, CA 95110-1795 

Independent System Operator 
Steve Mavis, Manager 
151 Blue Ravine Road 
Folsom, CA 95630 

James McDonald, Principal 
Encinal E1cmentary School 
9530 N. Monterey Rd. 
Morgan Hill, CA 95037 

Supervisor Don Gage 
Santa Clara County 
70 West Heclcling 
SanJose,CA 95110 

Councilmember Charlotte Powers 
City of San Jose 
801 North First Street 
San Jose, CA 95110 

William deBoisblanc, Director Peimit 
Services 
Bay Area Air Quality Mgmt. District 
939 Eillis Street 
San Francisco, CA 94109 

David Salsbery 
Santa Clara Valley Water District 
5750 Almaden Expressway 
San Jose, CA 95118-3686 

Michael Lopez, Planning Office 
Santa Clara County Govt. Center 
70 West Hedding, East Wing, i h Floor 
San Jose, CA 95110-1705 

• 
Revisions to pos List, i.e. updates, additions and/or deletionso 
MetcalfEnergy Center (Docket No. 99-AFC-3) 
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• *Electricity Oversight Board 
Gary Heath, Executive Director 
770 L Street, Suite 1250 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Dave Morse
 
CPUC - Office ofRatepayer Advocates
 
770 L Street, Suite 1050
 
Sacramento, CA 95814
 

*Nlichellc Geary
 
Guadalupe-Coyote Resource
 

Conservation District
 
888 North First Street, Room 204
 
San Jose, CA 95112
 

*California Air Resources (CARB) 
. Project Assessment Branch
 
PO Box 2815
 
SaCr~lJl1Cllto, CA 95812
 

• I declare that under penalty ofperjury that the foregoing is true and COlTect. 

.. ~/-/W~~tafu;~ 

•
Revisions to pos List, Le. updates, additions and/or deletions. 
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* * * *
 

• CEC INTERNAL DISTRIBUTION LIST ONLY! 

Parties DO NOT mail to the following individuals. The Energy Commission Docket Unit will 
intemally distribute documents filed in this case to the following: 

ROBERT A. LAURIE, Commissionet' PUBLIC ADVISER 
Presiding f:vfelllber 
MS-31 Roberta Mendonca 

Public Adviser .
 
WILLIAM J. KEESE, Commissioner MS-12
 
Associate Member
 
MS-32
 

Stanley Valkosky 
Heming Officer 
MS-9 

• Lorraine White 
Project Manager 
MS-15 

Kerry Willis 
Staff Counsel 
MS-14 

Jonathan Blees 
Assistant Chief Counsel 
MS-14 

• Revisions to pos List, i.e. updates, additions and/or deletions. 
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