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March 1, 2010 
 
 
 
 
California Energy Commission 
Attn Docket No. 09-AFC-8 
1516 Ninth Street, MS-4 
Sacramento, CA  95814-5512 
 
 Re:  Genesis Solar Energy Project; 09-AFC-8 
 
Dear Docket Clerk: 
 
 Enclosed are an original and one copy of CALIFORNIA UNIONS FOR 
RELIABLE ENERGY STATUS REPORT NUMBER 2.  Please docket the 
original, conform the copy and return the copy in the envelope provided. 
 
 Thank you for your assistance. 
 
      Sincerely, 
       /s/ 
        
      Bonnie A. Heeley 
      Administrative Assistant 
 
:bh 
Enc. 
 

DOCKET
09-AFC-8

 DATE MAR 01 2010
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California Unions for Reliable Energy (“CURE”) submits this second status 

report pursuant to the Committee’s December 22, 2009 Scheduling Order for the 

Genesis Solar Energy Project (“Project”).  The Committee granted CURE’s petition 

to intervene on December 15, 2009.  Since that time, CURE has participated in all 

data request workshops, including the most recent workshops regarding water and 

biological resources on February 10, 2010 and February 18, 2010, respectively.  

CURE also participated in the February 16, 2010 status conference. 

CURE continues to evaluate the Application for Certification, Staff’s data 

requests, the Applicant’s responses to data requests, and recent submittals by the 

Applicant, such as the Alternative Proposal to Desert Tortoise Mitigation: A Habitat 

Based Approach, submitted on February 25, 2010.  CURE anticipates that further 

data requests will be needed to clarify the proposed Project, potentially significant 

impacts and mitigation measures, and compliance with the Warren-Alquist Act, 

including LORS. 

CURE has concerns regarding potentially significant impacts to several 

resources areas, including biological and water resources, among others.  For 

example, CURE is concerned that the Applicant has not established the proper 

baseline to evaluate significant impacts to numerous plant and wildlife species.  The 

Applicant claims to have surveyed for sensitive species and communities within the 

4,620-acre survey area and 153 miles of buffer transects within a two-week period.  

However, the Applicant failed to provide sufficient information regarding survey 

efforts to evaluate whether the baseline was properly established.  In fact, the 
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Applicant’s data shows an overlap of survey tasks including mammal trapping, 

burrowing owl Phase 3 surveys, and multi-taxa transect surveys.  Without a proper 

baseline, it is impossible to determine the extent of impacts to biological resources 

or whether mitigation will fully mitigate significant impacts.   

 CURE is also concerned that the Project will result in significant impacts to 

groundwater resources.  Genesis is one of the few projects pending that proposes to 

use groundwater for power plant cooling.  Genesis’ proposed water use raises 

several issues with respect to the Project’s direct, indirect and cumulative impacts 

on groundwater resources in this arid region.  However, the Applicant’s data 

responses contain significant gaps in the water data and uncertainties in the impact 

modeling.  The Applicant’s data responses also provide no comprehensive 

evaluation of the relationship between the Eastern Chuckwalla Basin and the 

neighboring Palo Verde Mesa Groundwater Basin.  These issues are significant 

since the I-10 corridor is targeted for significant cumulative power plant 

development. 

Given the Project’s unresolved issues, CURE is concerned that Staff’s 

proposed schedule would result in evidentiary hearings being scheduled prior to the 

completion of Staff’s assessment of the Project.  This siting proceeding is the only 

opportunity for the government and interested parties to study the environmental 

impacts under the California Environmental Quality Act and this opportunity 

cannot be short circuited. 
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However, the schedule includes a Staff Assessment Addendum (SAA) 

document to be prepared after the Staff Assessment for circulation concurrent with 

the Bureau of Land Management’s Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS).  

The schedule estimates the SAA/FEIS to be released months after the evidentiary 

hearings would begin.  If the final Staff Analysis has changed substantially from 

the original analysis, additional hearings may be required leading to a duplication of 

effort by all parties.   

   In sum, the Project has potentially significant impacts to various resources.  

It is prudent that the impacts be properly analyzed and adequately mitigated prior 

to evidentiary hearings. 

 

Dated:  March 1, 2010    Respectfully submitted, 

 
 

________/s/_____________________________ 
       Rachael E. Koss 
       Tanya A. Gulesserian 

Marc D. Joseph 
       Adams Broadwell Joseph & Cardozo 
       601 Gateway Boulevard, Suite 1000 
       South San Francisco, CA  94080 
       (650) 589-1660 Voice 
       (650) 589-5062 Facsimile 
       rkoss@adamsbroadwell.com 
       tgulesserian@adamsbroadwell.com 
      

Attorneys for the CALIFORNIA 
UNIONS FOR RELIABLE ENERGY 
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Declaration of Service 
 

I, Bonnie Heeley, declare that on March 1, 2010 I served and filed copies of the 
attached California Unions for Reliable Energy Status Report Number 2 dated 
March 1, 2010.  The original document, filed with the Docket Office, is accompanied 
by a copy of the most recent Proof of Service list, located on the web page for this 
project at: http://www.energy.ca.gov/sitingcases/genesis_solar. 
 
The document has been sent to both the other parties in this proceeding (as shown 
on the Proof of Service list) and to the Commission’s Docket Office via email and 
U.S. mail.   
 
I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.  Executed 
at South San Francisco, CA on March 1, 2010. 
 
      ________/s/____________________ 
       Bonnie Heeley 
 
CALIFORNIA ENERGY 
COMMISSION 
Attn: Docket No. 09-AFC-8 
1516 Ninth Street MS 4 
Sacramento, CA  95814-5512 
docket@energy.state.ca.us 

Ryan O’Keefe, Vice President 
Genesis Solar LLC 
700 Universe Boulevard 
Juno Beach, Florida 33408 
Ryan.okeefe@nexteraenergy.com 
EMAIL ONLY 

Scott Busa/Project Director 
Meg Russell/Project Mgr 
Duane McCloud/Lead Engr 
NextEra Energy 
700 Universe Boulevard 
Juno Beach, FL  33408 
Scott.busa@nexteraenergy.com 
Meg.Russell@nexteraenergy.com 
Daune.mccloud@nexteraenergy.com 
 
Matt Handel/Vice Pres. 
Matt.Handel@nesteraenergy.com 
VIA EMAIL ONLY 
 
Kenny Stein, 
Environmental Srvs Mgr 
Kenneth.Stein@nexteraenergy.com 
VIA EMAIL ONLY 
 

Mike Pappalardo 
Permitting Manager 
3368 Videra Drive 
Eugene, OR  97405 
Mike.pappalardo@nexteraenergy.com 

James Kimura, Project Engineer 
Worley Parsons 
2330 East Bidwell St., #150 
Folsom, CA  95630 
James.Kimura@WorleyParsons.com 

Tricia Bernhardt/Project 
Manager 
Tetra Tech, EC 
143 Union Blvd, Suite 1010 
Lakewood, CO  80228 
Tricia.bernhardt@tteci.com 

Christo Nitoff/Project Engineer 
Worly Parsons 
2330 E. Bidwell St., Ste 150 
Folsom, CA  95630 
Christo.Nitoff@worleyparsons.com 

Scott Galati 
Galati & Blek, LLP 
455 Capitol Mall, Suite 350 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
sgalati@gb-llp.com 
 

California ISO 
e-recipient@caiso.com 
VIA EMAIL ONLY 
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Allison Shaffer/Project Mgr. 
Bureau of Land Management  
Palm Springs 
South Coast Field Office 
1201 Bird Center Drive 
Palm Springs, CA  92262 
Allison_Shaffer@blm.gov 
 

James D. Boyd 
Commissioner/Presiding Member 
California Energy Commission 
1516 Ninth Street 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
jboyd@energy.state.ca.us 

Robert Weisenmiller 
Commissioner/Associate Member 
California Energy Commission 
1516 Ninth Street 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
rweisenm@energy.state.ca.us 

Kenneth Celli, Hearing 
Officer 
California Energy 
Commission 
1516 Ninth Street 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
kcelli@energy.state.ca.us 
 

Mike Monasmith 
Siting Project Manager 
California Energy Commission 
1516 Ninth Street 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
mmonasmi@energy.state.ca.us 
 

Caryn Holmes, Staff Counsel 
California Energy Commission 
1516 Ninth Street 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
cholmes@energy.state.ca.us 

Robin Mayer, Staff Counsel 
California Energy 
Commission 
1516 Ninth Street 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
rmayer@energy.state.ca.us 

Jennifer Jennings 
Public Adviser’s Office 
California Energy Commission 
1516 Ninth Street 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
publicadviser@energy.state.ca.us 

Tanya A. Gulesserian 
Marc D. Joseph 
Rachael E. Koss 
Adams Broadwell Joseph & 
Cardozo 
601 Gateway Boulevard, Suite 1000 
South San Francisco, CA 94080 
tgulesserian@adamsbroadwell.com 
rkoss@adamsbroadwell.com 

Michael E. Boyd, President 
Californians for Renewable 
Energy, Inc. (CARE) 
5439 Soquel Drive 
Soquel, CA  95073-2659 
michaelboyd@sbcglobal.net 

Alfredo Figueroa 
424 North Carlton 
Blythe, CA  92225 
lacunadeaztlan@aol.com 

Kerry Hattevik/Dierctor 
West Region Regulatory Affairs 
829 Arlington Boulevard 
El Cerrito, CA  94530 
Kerry.Hattevik@nexteraenergy.com 

 


