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September 20, 2010 

Notice of Availability Related to the 

 Revised Staff Assessment for the proposed  

Palen Solar Power Project (09-AFC-7) 

 
The California Energy Commission (Energy Commission) staff filed Part I of a Revised Staff 
Assessment (RSA) on September 1, 2010 and Part II of the RSA on September 16, 2010.  
This notice is for both Part I and Part II of the RSA for the proposed Palen Solar Power 
Project.  
 
TO: AGENCY DISTRIBUTION LIST  
 
This notice is to inform you of the availability of the RSA for the proposed Palen Solar 
Power Project (PSPP). The RSA contains the Energy Commission staff’s environmental, 
public health and engineering evaluation of the proposed PSPP. The Energy Commission 
encourages public agency participation in the review of the PSPP Application for 
Certification and the RSA.  
 
The RSA will serve as the Energy Commission staff’s testimony during the Commission’s 
evidentiary hearings. The Energy Commission Committee assigned to the PSPP 
proceedings will consider and weigh the testimony, comments, and recommendations of all 
interested parties, including Energy Commission staff, the applicant, intervenors, public, 
and other local, state, and federal agencies, before issuing the Presiding Member’s 
Proposed Decision (PMPD) for consideration by the full Energy Commission. The public, 
intervenors, local, state and federal agencies are encouraged to participate in these 
hearings that will be noticed separately. 
 
Background 
On August 24, 2009, the California Energy Commission received an Application For 
Certification (AFC) from Palen Solar I1 to construct and operate the Palen Solar Power 
Project in Riverside County.  On October 26, 2009, a Supplement to the AFC was received 
and evaluated by staff. Subsequently, at the Energy Commission’s November 18, 2009 
Business Meeting, the AFC was deemed complete, beginning staff’s analysis of the 
proposed project.  
 
 
 

                                            
1
 Chevron Energy Solutions and Solar Millennium have a joint development agreement. Chevron Energy Solutions applied for 

the Right of Way for Palen Solar Power Project. To facilitate the permitting of the Palen Solar Power Project (PSPP), the Applicant is 
requesting that the CEC issue one License to a Project- specific company. The company for PSPP is Palen Solar I, LLC a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Solar Millennium and the single Applicant for the PSPP. 
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Project Description 
The PSPP is a concentrated solar thermal electric generating facility with two adjacent, 
independent, and identical units of 250 megawatt (MW) nominal capacity each for a total 
nominal capacity of 500 MW. The project is proposed to be located in the Southern 
California inland desert, approximately 10 miles east of the small community of Desert 
Center, in eastern Riverside County, California; approximately halfway between the cities of 
Indio and Blythe; and about three miles east of the southeast end of Joshua Tree National 
Park. The applicants are seeking a right-of-way grant for approximately 5,200 acres of 
lands owned by the federal government and administrated by the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM). Construction and operation of the project would disturb a total of 
about 2,970 acres. 
 
The project would generate electric power through solar energy using parabolic trough 
technology. The project would use dry cooling technology.  Pipelines supplying water would 
be routed from on-site wells to water treatment units.  Water would be used principally for 
solar mirror washing, feedwater makeup, onsite domestic use, cooling of auxiliary 
equipment, and firewater supply. Total water consumption for the project is estimated at 
300 acre-feet per year. 
 
If approved, project construction would begin in 2011, with commercial operation 
commencing in mid 2013. 
 
Energy Commission Review Process 
The Energy Commission is responsible for reviewing and ultimately approving or denying 
all applications to construct and operate thermal electric power plants, 50 MW and greater, 
in California. The Energy Commission's facility certification process carefully examines 
public health and safety, environmental impacts and engineering aspects of proposed 
power plants and all related facilities such as electric transmission lines and natural gas 
and water pipelines.  The Energy Commission is the lead agency under CEQA. 
 
Because the project is proposed to be developed on land administered by the Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM), the BLM is reviewing the project as the lead agency under the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The initial environmental review document for 
Palen (Staff Assessment/Draft Environmental Impact Study, SA/DEIS) was published jointly 
by the Energy Commission and the BLM on March 18, 2010. The final environmental 
review documents for this project will be published separately (the RSA for the Energy 
Commission staff and a Final EIS for the BLM). 
 
Public Resources, Contact Information and Additional Sources for Information 
Please direct your technical or project schedule questions to Alan Solomon, Energy 
Commission Project Manager, at (916) 653-8236, or by email at 
asolomon@energy.state.ca.us.  
 
If you desire information on participating in the Energy Commission's review of the 
proposed project, please contact the Energy Commission's Public Adviser’s Office, at (916) 
654-4701, or toll free in California at (800) 822-6228, or by email at 
publicadviser@energy.state.ca.us. News media inquiries should be directed to (916) 654-
4989, or by email atmediaoffice@energy.state.ca.us.  
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The status of the proposed project, copies of notices, an electronic version of the AFC, 
SA/DEIS, RSA, and other relevant documents are available on the Energy Commission’s 
Internet web site 
at:http://www.energy.ca.gov/sitingcases/solar_millennium_palen/index.html. You can also 
subscribe to receive email notification of all notices at http://www.energy.ca.gov/listservers.  

    
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Date:                   Original Signature in Dockets  
     ROGER JOHNSON, Siting Office Manager 

Siting, Transmission and Environmental Protection 
Division 

 

 
Enclosure 
Mailed to list: 7373 - Agency 
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APPLICANT 
Alice Harron 
Senior Director of Project Development 
*1111 Broadway, 5th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94607 
HUharron@solarmillenium.comUH  
 

*Michael Cressner, Project 
Development & Permitting 
Solar Millennium, LLC 
1111 Broadway, 5th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94709 
Ucressner@solarmillennium.com U  
 

Arrie Bachrach 
AECOM Project Manager 
1220 Avenida Acaso 
Camarillo, CA 93012 
Uarrie.bachrach@aecom.comU  
 

Ram Ambatipudi 
Chevron Energy Solutions 
150 E. Colorado Blvd., Ste. 360 
Pasadena, CA 91105 
HUrambatipudi@chevron.comUH  
 

UCo-COUNSEL 
Scott Galati, Esq. 
Marie Mills 
Galati/Blek, LLP 
455 Capitol Mall, Suite 350 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
sgalati@gb-llp.com  
mmills@gb-llp.com 
 

UCo-COUNSEL 
Peter Weiner, Matthew Sanders 
Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & 
Walker LLP 
55 2nd Street, Suite 2400-3441 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Upeterweiner@paulhastings.com U  
HUmatthewsanders@paulhastings.com UH  

 
INTERVENORS 
California Unions for Reliable Energy 
(CURE) 
c/o Tanya A. Gulesserian, 
Marc D. Joseph 
Jason W. Holder 
Adams Broadwell Joseph & Cardozo 
601 Gateway Boulevard, 
Suite 1000 
South San Francisco, CA 94080 
tgulesserian@adamsbroadwell.com  

jholder@adamsbroadwell.com* 
 

Michael E. Boyd, President 
Californians for Renewable Energy 
(CARE) 
5439 Soquel Drive 
Soquel, CA 95073-2659 
HUmichaelboyd@sbcglobal.net UH  
 

Alfredo Figueroa 
Californians for Renewable Energy 
(CARE) 
424 North Carlton 
Blythe, CA 92225 
HUlacunadeaztlan@aol.comUH  
 

Basin and Range Watch 
Kevin Emmerich 
Laura Cunningham 
P.O. Box 153 
Baker, CA 92309 
atomictoadranch@netzero.net  
 

Lisa T. Belenky, Senior Attorney  
Center for Biological Diversity  
351 California St., Suite 600  
San Francisco, CA 94104  
lbelenky@biologicaldiversity.org 
Ileene Anderson  
Public Lands Desert Director  
Center for Biological Diversity  
PMB 447, 8033 Sunset Boulevard  
Los Angeles, CA  90046  
ianderson@biologicaldiversity.org 
U 

 
INTERESTED AGENCIES 
California ISO 
He-recipient@caiso.comUU HH  
 
Holly L. Roberts, Project Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
Palm Springs-South Coast 
Field Office 
1201 Bird Center Drive 
Palm Springs, CA  92262 
HUCAPSSolarBlythe@blm.gov UH  
 
U UENERGY COMMISSION  
ROBERT WEISENMILLER 
Commissioner and Presiding Member 
HUrweisenm@energy.state.ca.us UH  
 

KAREN DOUGLAS 
Chairman and Associate Member 
HU Ukldougla@energy.state.ca.us UU HH  
 

Raoul Renaud 
Hearing OfficerU 

HUrrenaud@energy.state.ca.usU 
 

Alan Solomon 
Siting Project ManagerHHU 
HUasolomon@energy.state.ca.us U 
 

Lisa DeCarlo 
Staff Counsel 
HUldecarlo@energy.state.ca.us U 
 

Jennifer Jennings 
Public Adviser’s Office 
e-mail service preferred 
HUpublicadviser@energy.state.ca.us U 
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UDECLARATION OF SERVICE 
 

I, Hilarie Anderson, declare that on September 21, 2010 , I served and filed copies of the attached Notice of 
Availability, Library Letter, and Agency Letter.  The original document, filed with the Docket Unit, is accompanied by a 
copy of the most recent Proof of Service list, located on the web page for this project at: 
[HUhttp://www.energy.ca.gov/sitingcases/solar_millennium_palenUH] 
 
The documents have been sent to both the other parties in this proceeding (as shown on the Proof of Service list) 
and to the Commission’s Docket Unit, in the following manner:   
 
(Check all that Apply) 
 

FOR SERVICE TO ALL OTHER PARTIES: 
 

     x      sent electronically to all email addresses on the Proof of Service list; 

           by personal delivery;  
     x     by delivering on this date, for mailing with the United States Postal Service with first-class postage thereon 

fully prepaid, to the name and address of the person served, for mailing that same day in the ordinary 
course of business; that the envelope was sealed and placed for collection and mailing on that date to those 
addresses NOT marked “email preferred.”   

 

AND 

FOR FILING WITH THE ENERGY COMMISSION: 

     x      sending an original paper copy and one electronic copy, mailed and emailed respectively, to the address 
below (preferred method); 

OR 

           depositing in the mail an original and 12 paper copies, as follows: 

 

                0BCALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION 
                       Attn:  Docket No. U09-AFC-7 
                      1516 Ninth Street, MS-4 
                      Sacramento, CA 95814-5512 

                HUdocket@energy.state.ca.us U 
 
I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct, that I am employed in the county where this 
mailing occurred, and that I am over the age of 18 years and not a party to the proceeding. 
 
 
 
      Original Signed in Dockets 
      Hilarie Anderson 
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