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Mr. John R. Kalish, Field Manager 
Palm Springs South Coast Field Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
U. S. Department of the Interior 
1201 Bird Center Drive 
Palm Springs, California  92262-7199 
 
Re: 8100 (P) CAD060.66 CACA048811 
 [Response to Invitation to Participate in the Section 106 Consultation for 

the Blythe Solar Power Project (09-AFC-6), Riverside County, California] 
 
Dear Mr. Kalish, 
 
I am in receipt of your March 15, 2010 invitation to California Energy Commission staff 
to become an Invited Signatory to a Programmatic Agreement (PA) currently under 
development among the Palm Springs South Coast Field Office of the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM), as lead Federal agency, the California State Historic Preservation 
Officer, and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (Council) for the proposed 
Blythe Solar Power Project in Riverside County. I understand the PA to be the primary 
means by which the BLM intends to meet its obligations under Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA; 16 U.S.C. § 470f) and under the regulations 
that implement Section 106 (36 C.F.R. § 800) to take into account the effects of the 
subject project or undertaking on historic properties and to afford the Council a 
reasonable opportunity to comment on the undertaking.  
 
The BLM has chosen to resolve the potential adverse effects of the subject undertaking 
on historic properties in accordance with part 800.14(b)(1)(ii) of the federal regulations, 
where the effects of a project on historic properties cannot be fully determined prior to 
approval of the undertaking. I understand, on the basis of part 800.6(c)(2)(i), which 
follows from part 800.14(b)(3), that an Invited Signatory shall have all the same rights 
with regard to seeking amendment or termination of the PA as the other Signatories to 
the agreement. 
 
I would like to take the opportunity here to clarify, for the public record, the distinction 
between the Energy Commission proper and Energy Commission staff. The Energy 
Commission is the impartial decision-making body that considers testimony or 
comments from the applicant, Energy Commission staff, intervenors, and members of 
the public as it develops decisions on matters before it. Energy Commission staff, an 
independent party, provides the Energy Commission with analyses and 
recommendations to which the Energy Commission is not bound. With regard to the 
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